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BY PAUL CARTER 


Three protests at council budget 
meetings in separate London 
boroughs could be a sign of a 
growing national revolt against 
cuts to care services for disabled 
and older people, according to 
leading disability activists. 

In Lambeth, a group of 
around 80 disabled and older 
people and their carers stormed 
the council chambers. 

In Camden, disabled people 
joined protesters who disrupted 
a meeting, one of whom report- 
edly threw the mayor’s ceremo- 
nial mace to the floor. 

And members of Tower 
Hamlets Coalition of Disabled 
People staged a protest outside 
the town hall as councillors dis- 
cussed their annual budget. 

The protests were staged in 
response to proposals to restrict 
eligibility for care and, in 
Lambeth and Camden, extend 
charging for services. 

Julia Shelley, from umbrella 
group Lambeth SOS, said pro- 
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testers there became angry after 
the mayor tried to cut off a 
speech to the council by 
a woman with learning 
difficulties. 

She said: “People were so 
enraged that some left the 
assembly hall and came to the 
council chamber. 

SAt that point, the mayor 
adjourned the meeting and 
cleared the chamber. At no 
point did the leader of the coun- 
cil, the mayor, or anybody talk 
to the people who’d come to 
make their feelings known.” 

Dame Jane Campbell, a 
founder member of the 
National Centre for 
Independent Living, predicted 
such protests would spread 
across the country. 

She said: “It will happen else- 
where and it will go on happen- 
ing, probably until someone dies 
as a result of them being 
charged too much.” 

Anne Pridmore, chair of the 
UK’s Disabled People’s Council, 
said groups in other parts of the 
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Protests signal growing revolt against cuts 


Protesters in Lambeth against council cuts to care services 


country should now join forces 
“to make a stronger protest” 
against cuts to services. 

She said: “I’m all for people 
working together because if we 
work together we’re strong, and 
if we’re divided we'll fall. If you 


could bring other groups togeth- 
er it could be much bigger.” 

One of the people behind the 
Camden protest, who didn’t 
want to be named, said: “The 
bottom line is they’re asking 
people to pay for their disability. 


They will come back and say 
that other boroughs are doing 
that, but does that make it 
right?” 

David Morris, senior policy 
advisor to the Mayor of London 
on disability and deaf equality, 
himself a disabled Tower 
Hamlets resident, dismissed 
claims by some councils that an 
increase in the Greater London 
Authority’s share of council tax 
was a factor in the cuts. 

He said: “Disabled people 
wouldn’t be protesting in the 
freezing cold outside town halls 
if we'd been consulted. How can 
you consult about imposing an 
inequitable, additional tax on 
disabled people?” 

A spokeswoman for the Local 
Government Association said: 
“In the last 10 years, NHS fund- 
ing has increased by 300 per cent 
while social care funding has 
only increased by 14 per cent. 

“Councils are having to make 
very tough decisions around eli- 
gibility criteria as a result of 
lack of funding.” 


Cannabis 


BY SUNIL PECK 


DN CAMPAIGN 


A disabled woman found guilty 
of growing and possessing 
cannabis is “paying for the cow- 
ardice of politicians of all par- 
ties”, according to a Labour MP. 

Paul Flynn, MP for Newport 
West, said it was “barbaric” that 
Patricia Tabram was being 
penalised for using the medicine 
of her choice. 

Mrs Tabram, 68, who uses 
cannabis to ease her depression 
and pain, was convicted at 
Carlisle Crown Court last 
month of growing and possess- 
ing the drug. She was fined 
£1,000 and ordered to carry out 
250 hours of community ser- 
vice, but is planning to appeal 
against her conviction. 

She now plans to drive 
around the country handing out 


laws ‘bar 


cannabis to disabled people who 
have contacted her to say their 
existing medication isn’t work- 
ing. She will sleep in the back of 
her car as she can’t afford hotels. 

It was the second high-profile 
case this year in which a dis- 
abled person has been convicted 
of charges relating to medicinal 
cannabis, following that of 
Lezley Gibson (DN, March, 
page 3). 

Mr Flynn, who has arthritis, 
said: “She was not involved 
in the illegal market, she 
knew the strength and purity of 
the cannabis, and she made an 
intelligent adult decision on risk 
to herself. Politicians are cow- 
ardly and have put their faith in 
policies that appear to be tough 
and have the support of the 
popular press and they lack 
the courage [to reform the 
drug laws].” 

Dr Brian Iddon, MP for 
Bolton South East, whose wife 


| 
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ry 
has arthritis, said he wants med- 
icinal cannabis legalised so she 
can test the drug herself. 


He said: “ 
the 21st century, that somebody 


It is unbelievable, in 


suffering from pain that gets 
relief from using cannabis and 
nothing else should be treated 
harshly by the judicial system.” 

Mrs Tabram told DN she was 
“aggrieved” at the outcome of 
her case and has been receiving 
letters from desperate people. 

She said: “I was sitting and 
crying yesterday morning. A 90- 
year-old lady saying, ‘Please, 
please help me. I’m on all this 
medication, I can’t get out of 
my dressing gown, the medica- 
tion is not killing my pain and | 
never sleep. Please, please can 
you help me?’.” 

She said: “They can take me 
to prison as many times as they 
like but I will not give up med- 
icating with a natural herb.” 

* See feature, pages 26-27 


On the cover: Stuart Wyatt, a medicinal cannabis-user, who is setting up a free cannabis distribution 
network. See feature, pages 26-27. Picture by The Herald, Plymouth. Design by Jamie Trounce 
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Govt abandons inquiry 


BY IVY BROADHEAD 


The Department of Health 
(DH) has abandoned a confi- 
dential inquiry it promised to 
carry out into premature deaths 
of people with learning difficul- 
ties, DN has learned. 

Health minister Stephen 
Ladyman announced the first 
stage of the inquiry in March 
2005, but a DH spokesman has- 
said it will not be taken forward. 


campaigns and policy at 
Mencap, said he was “very con- 
cerned” that the government 
had abandoned the inquiry. 

He said: “We think a confi- 
dential inquiry is necessary in 
order to identify the number of 
people who are dying and whose 
deaths are avoidable.” 

He said an inquiry would 
“identify the scale of the prob- 
lem”, give the NHS “a wakeup 
call”, and send out a message 
that the lives of people with 
learning difficulties were valued. 

The news came after the gov- 
ernment had responded to a 
Mencap report on institutional 
discrimination against people 
with learning difficulties in the 
NHS®. 

Mencap had called for an 
independent inquiry into the 
deaths of six people with learn- 
ing difficulties, which it blamed 
on widespread ignorance and 
indifference in the NHS. 

Elealthysecretary Patricia 


(From left) Mark and Beryl Cannon, father and stepmother of 
Mark (left) who died in 2003, aged 30, with chief executive of 
Mencap, Dame Jo Williams 


Hewitt responded by announc- 
ing an inquiry into just those six 
deaths, to be conducted by the 
Healthcare Commission. 
Meanwhile, the DH has 
responded** to the Disability 
Rights Commission’s 2006 
investigation into inequalities 
faced by people with learning 
difficulties and mental health 
problems in primary healthcare. 
The DH response included a 
string of planned improvements, 
in areas such as screening pro- 


grammes, healthchecks, staff 
training and service-user involve- 
ment. The DH said it would be 
focussing on these improvements 
instead of carrying forward the 
confidential inquiry. 

“Death by indifference; for a 
copy, visit wwiv.mencap.org.uk/ 
deathbyindifference 

** Response from Department of 
Health to the Disability Rights 
Commission Report, Equal 
Treatment: Closing the Gap; 
visit www.dh.gov.uk 


DDA ‘can 


The Disability Discrimination 
Act is having an adverse effect 
on many disabled people work- 
ing in the public sector, a study 
has suggested. 

The research, published in 
Work, Employment and 
Society*, found anti-discrimi- 
nation laws can lead to ill- 
health, absence and bullying for 
many disabled staff. 

Dr Deborah Foster, from 


Dame Jane 
to take PAs 
into Lords 


It is believed that Dame Jane 
Campbell will be the first 
member of the House of Lords 
to have 24-hour personal assis- 
tance. 

Dame Jane will enter the 
upper house on 24 April. 

She said that she has been 
surprised at the willingness of 
the Lords to accommodate her 
access needs. 

“They have found me a 
room to go with my PAs; I 
can have five PAs in the house — 
normally you only get three 
researcher passes,” she said. 

“They are going to look at 
how I can summon assistance 
on the floor of the house and 
they have found me somewhere 
to lie down if I get breathing 
difficulties.” 

Dame Jane’s title will 
be Baroness Campbell of 
Surbiton. 

* See Profile, pages 24-25 


harm some disabled people 


Cardiff Business School, 
said: “We found that 
many disabled employees 


experienced the process of 
trying to secure [reasonable] 
adjustments both difficult and 
stressful.” 

The study also identified 
an absence of effective proce- 
dures in the public sector to 
deal with requests for adjust- 
ments from disabled employees, 
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as well as inadequate training 
among line managers. 

But a Disability Rights 
Commission spokesman 
said: “The problem highlighted 
here does not appear to be 
the itself, but 
compliance with it on the part 
of employers. 

“However, the introduction 
of the disability equality duty 
in December last year will 
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make a difference, as the public 
sector has an obligation to 
actively promote disability 
equality for all its disabled 
employees.” 

*Legal Obligation or Personal 
Lottery? Employee Experiences 
of Disability and _ the 
Negotiation of Adjustments in 
the Public Sector Workplace; 
to subscribe, visit 
http://wes.sagepub.com 
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Review Calls 
} 
for wider ILF 
7 tr oe 
eligibility 
Disability groups have given 
a cautious welcome to a review 
of the Independent Living 
Funds (ILFs), which support 
| severely disabled people to 
live independently in the 
community. 

The review* makes a series 
of recommendations for 
improvements, including wider 
eligibility and a more transpar- 
ent system. 

But it ILFs 
should remain in their present 
form 2009 or 2010, 
although in the longer term 
there should be a smooth tran- 
sition towards full integration 


says the 


until 


within a system of personalised 
budgets. 

Menghi Mulchandani, chair 
of the National Centre for 
Independent Living, welcomed 
the recommendations, and 
said) fhe ILF has made a 
difference to thousands of 
disabled people enabling us to 
live independently and have 
control over our lives. This 
would never have been achieved 
had matters been left to local 
authorities alone.” 

Liz Sayce, chief executive of 
RADAR, said the report illus- 
trates “that many improve- 
ments can, and must, be made” 
to the funds.The government 
will publish its response by the 
summer recess. 

*Review of Independent Living 
Funds; for a copy, tel: 0845 601 
8815, or visit www.ilforguk 
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Britney article 
‘irresponsible’ 


Mental health campaigners have 
called The News of the World 
“irresponsible” and “offensive” 
after it described pop singer 
Britney Spears as “crazed”, 
“bonkers” and “unhinged”. 

The article came four years 
after the tabloid’s sister paper, 
The Sun, sparked a wave of crit- 
icism for similar comments 
about former boxer Frank 
Bruno. 

Last month’s story told how 
“crazed Britney Spears tried to 
HANG herself with a bedsheet” 
while receiving treatment at an 
addiction clinic in the US. 


BRITNEY IN SUICIDE 
aa WITH BEDSHEET 


CRAZED Britney Spears 
tried to HANG herself with EXCLUSIVE] 


a bedsheet before plead- py RAV SINGH 
ing with her estranged hus- & SOPHY RIDGE 
band to give her another 
baby, we can reveal today. 
In a week of rehab madness jg 
the bonkers beauty wrote the an 
number of the beast, 666, on 
her shaved head before run- ise: 
ning round the clinic scream~ 
m the Antichrist!” at 
ff 


Brit- 
hagas Aas 
by 
ie 


The piece went on to describe 

“a week of rehab madness” and 

called the singer a “bonkers 
beauty”. 

The article has drawn con- 
demnation from British mental 
health charities. 

A Mind spokeswoman said: 
“The News of the World’s 
recent coverage relating to 
Britney Spears was inappropri- 
ate and irresponsible. 

“The use of words such 
as ‘bonkers’, ‘crazed’ and 
‘unhinged’ to portray someone 
who is experiencing mental 

distress is insensitive and 
offensive.” 

She added: “Negative 
representations in the 
media only encourage 
the prejudice that peo- 
ple with mental health 
problems face in their 
everyday lives.” 

Paul Corry, director 
of public affairs at 

Rethink, added: 

“While we can’t be 

sure exactly what 

Dritmeye os pearsumias 

experienced, we 

do know that this kind 
of language adds to the 
discrimination experi- 
enced by thousands of 
people living with 
severe mental illness.” 
The News of the 

World declined to 

comment. 


Families could face cuts 


BY ELIZABETH CHOPPIN 


Families of disabled children 
could lose out if the government 
adopts a key recommendation 
in a new review of the welfare 
system, disability campaigners 
have warned. 

David Freud’s report*, pub- 
lished last month, recommends 
ways to get lone parents back 
into work after their child reach- 
es the age of 12, rather than the 
current age of 16. 

The Every Disabled Child 
Matters (EDCM) campaign said 
the report had not considered 
the “particular needs” of par- 
ents with disabled children, 
which may increase with time. 

Francine Bates, chief execu- 


tive of Contact A Family, one of 
the EDCM members, said: “In 
order to encourage lone parents 
back to work, government must 
ensure that childcare providers 
meet the specific needs of dis- 
abled children and also provide 
more financial help to parents to 
pay for it.” 

A Department for Work and 
Pensions (DWP) spokeswoman 
stressed that the report was not 
government policy and still 
needed to be closely examined. 

Meanwhile, the welfare 
reform bill finished its commit- 
tee stage in the House of Lords 
last month and was expected to 
enter the report stage as DN 
went to press. 


The DWP said the bill would 


probably become law this 
summer. 

Paul Treloar, director of poli- 
cy and services for Disability 
Alliance, had grave concerns 
about the tightened regulations 
for the proposed personal capa- 
bility assessment (PCA) and the 
lack of attention to “adequate 
living standards” for disabled 
people who cannot work. 

He said: “What has been 
shown is benefits are not meeting 
the needs of disabled people and 
the issue needs to be looked at.” 
* Reducing dependency, increas- 
ing Opportunity: options for the 
future of welfare to work. For a 
copy, tel: 0113 399 4040 or visit 
www.dwp.gov.uk/ 
welfarereform/seminars/ 


Mental health bill ‘weakened’ 


The government’s mental health 
bill has suffered a series of blows, 
with controversial amendments 
from the House of Lords and 
new research questioning one of 
its core principles. 

Peers voted through key 
changes including an assurance 
that compulsory treatment 
must have a therapeutic benefit 
to the patient; that community 
treatment orders (CTOs) could 
only be used on 
door” patients who stop taking 
their medication after being 
discharged, then relapse and 
have to be readmitted; that a 
renewal of detention must be 
agreed by a medical practition- 


“revolving 


er; that children detained under 
mental health laws must be 
placed in age-appropriate 
accommodation; and that peo- 
ple may not be detained based 
on substance abuse or sexual 
identity issues. 

But health minister Rosie 
Winterton claimed some of the 
amendments 
ened” the bill. 

Meanwhile, a report from 
the Institute of Psychiatry, com- 
missioned by the Department of 
Health (DH), claimed there was 
“a lack of consistent evidence 
of the benefits of CTOs” and it 
was not possible to determine 
whether they were harmful or 


“seriously weak- 
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Artsline have been the leading disabled access information provider 
for 25 years now. We are celebrating by relaunching our 
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Our new website will be up and running from the 4th April 2007 


beneficial to patients. The DH 
admitted the report’s conclu- 
sions were “fair” but questioned 
the “reliability of evidence in this 
area” and said further research 
would be needed. 

A spokeswoman for the DH said 
an attempt would be made to over- 
turn the amendments in the 
Commons. 

Andy Bell, chair of the 
Mental Health Alliance, said: 
“The decisions, madeumby 
the House of Lords are based 
on evidence of what works 
and on the experiences of 
health and social care profes- 
sionals and people with mental 
health problems.” 


Key workers 
face stigma 


Teachers, nurses and social 
workers still face prejudice over 
disclosing impairments to 
employers, research shows. 

The research, part of a year- 
long Disability Rights 
Commission (DRC) investiga- 
tion into the barriers facing dis- 
abled people pursuing careers in 
the three sectors, found the risks 
of disclosing unseen impair- 
ments and health conditions 
were compounded by the stigma 
attached to them. 

Sir Bert Massie, chairman of 
the DRC, said despite more than 
70 separate regulations and 
pieces of guidance across the 
three sectors, the “overwhelming 
majority” of employers took no 
account of the Disability 
Discrimination Act (DDA). 

He said this showed disabled 
teachers, nurses and social 
workers risked discrimination if 
they disclosed their impairments 
or long-term health conditions. 

The DRC’s report is due in 
the summer. 
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Council care ‘failure’ 


BY SUNIL PECK 


An older disabled woman who 
died two weeks after a fall in 
her home was “failed by the 
system which was supposed to 
protect her”, according to a 
local government ombudsman’s 
report. 

The report is the third in a 
year to criticise a council’s han- 
dling of contracted agencies 
that provide care services, and 
the second where a service-user 
has died. 

In the latest case, the 
ombudsman found that 
Sheffield City Council had no 
effective system for dealing 
with missed or late calls, 
despite a series of complaints 
to the council and the agency 


from the son of the woman, 
Mrs Shore*. 

In January 2004, Mrs Shore 
was startled and fell after 
a home help banged on 
her kitchen window to ask 
her to turn a light on so she 
could open the door, but 
the care worker failed to record 
the fall. 

Mrs Shore’s son later arrived 
and telephoned a doctor and 
the care agency. Mrs Shore 
broke eight ribs, but she did not 
receive appropriate treatment 
and later died after contracting 


pneumonia. 
Sue Bott, director of the 
National Centre for 


Independent Living (NCIL), 
said: “There is plenty of evi- 
dence to suggest this problem is 


widespread. Inevitably, people 
risk receiving a bad service if 
they are not in control of that 
service with, in some cases, 
tragic consequences. 

“Local authorities need to be 
challenged on why they are not 
offering older people direct 
payments so that they and their 
family can have control over 
how personal assistance needs 
are met.” 

The council will undergo 
an independent evaluation of 
new procedures to improve 
staff training, monitor con- 
shacts and 
improve links between care 
managers and agencies, and it 
will pay £1,500 compensation 
to the family. 

*Her name has been changed 


with agencies 


Funding hole is 


People with communication 
impairments are being 
“gagged” due to lack of fund- 
ing for communication aids, 
according to a disability charity. 

The charity Scope spoke out 
as it launched a research pro- 
ject* into the number and needs 
of people with communication 
impairments. 

The Communication Aids 
Project (CAP) had provided 
equipment for 4,000 children in 
the UK. 

But the project closed in 


March 2006 when funding from 
the Department for Education 
and Skills (DfES) ended. 

Ruth Scott, politics and poli- 
ey inanagerat Scope, said: 
“Disabled people are effectively 
being gagged because they do 
not have access to equipment 
they need to communicate. 

“Progress on providing com- 
munication aids has come to a 
dead end since the close of 
CAP, yet the government is fail- 
ing to take action.” 

At the time of the closure, a 


Bill amendment 
boosts campaign 


DN CAMPAIGN 


The government has accepted 
an amendment to its mental 
health bill that would 
increase prison sentences 
for staff who ill-treat or 
neglect people with learning 
difficulties or mental health 
problems. 

The amendment to the bill 
was first introduced in the 
House of Lords, following lob- 
bying by disability charities 
(DN, March, page 4). 

Now the Department of 
Health has accepted the 
amendment, which would 
see the maximum sentence 
rise from two to five years, in 
line with a similar offence in 
the Mental Capacity 
Act, which comes into force 
this month. 

A Department of Health 
spokesman said: “It is impor- 
tant to send out a clear message 
that ill-treating patients, and 
here we are talking of particu- 


larly vulnerable patients, is 
not acceptable and will be 
adequately punished.” 

fine government’s 
GECiSiOleutOs saccept “the 
amendment was welcomed 
by Voice UK, the Ann Craft 
Trust (ACT) and Respond, 
which all campaign against 
abuse of people with learning 
difficulties. 

ACT director Deborah 
Kitson said: “Victims of 
ill-treatment by their carers 
want the suffering they have 
experienced to be taken seri- 
ously and to be reflected 
in the severity of the punish- 
ment. 

“This amendment brings 
the severity of the punishment 
closer to fitting the offence 
and we very much welcome 
its 

But Respond _ director 
Richard Curen added: “It needs 
to be backed up by proper 
training for staff and rigorous 
prosecution if it is truly to 
deter ill-treatment.” 


a ‘gag 
DfES spokesman told DN that 
CAP was a “supplement” to 
existing provision, and added: 
“We are keen to maintain the 
momentum generated by CAP 
and we are actively exploring 
options for doing this.” 

But when DN contacted the 
DfES last month, a spokesman 
said he was unable to comment 
on future funding decisions. 

* To take part in the survey, 
tel: 020 7619 7253, or email 
communication.aid@scope. 
org.uk 
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Street strife: Disabled campaigners joined forces with a London 


council to crack down on shops that block pavements with goods 
and advertising boards. Susan Allen (pictured), from Action and 
Rights of Disabled People in Newham, joined Newham Council 
staff and Metropolitan Police officers for the operation. 


RNIB image revamp 


Dropping the white cane from 
its logo will make the Royal 
National Institute of the Blind 
(RNIB) more inclusive, the 
charity says. 

The white stick, which has 
featured in RNIB’s logo since 
1993; will disappear as’ it 
revamps its image in June. 

The name will change to the 
Royal National Institute of 
Blind People. Its strapline will 
go from “helping you live with 
sight loss” to “supporting blind 
and partially-sighted people”. 

Fiona Blakemore, RNIB’s 
head of publishing and internal 
communications, said: “We 
asked people about our name 
and our logo and we found that 
it did not really help them to 
understand who we are here to 


more 


support, particularly partially- 
sighted people.” 

She added: “White canes and 
guide dogs [represent] common 
misconceptions of what blind 
and partially-sighted people’s 
lives are like and actually, there 
are lots of people we can help 
who would not have a white 
cane or a guide dog.” 

But Simone Aspis, a spokes- 
woman for the United 
Kingdom’s Disabled People’s 
Council, said the RNIB would 
not be inclusive “if it is not 
going to be run and controlled 
by disabled people in terms of 
management committees and 
meeting the needs of disabled 
people”. 

The rebranding is costing 
almost £200,000. 
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Welcome to the Fiat Doblo Aspen wheelchair 
accessible vehicle by GM Coachwork. 


* More quality 


The uncompromised Doblo Aspen is 

now available on Motability from only 
£300 advance payment.So now there 
is no need to compromise comfort or 
quality in your search for mobility. 


WG ope 
S62 Motability 


Girne 
7S The leading car scheme for disabled people 


www.motability.co.uk 


www.gmcoachwork.co.uk Tel: 0800 3169327 
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6 News 


£21m more for rail access 


More than £6m in government 
funding has been allocated to 
improve access at 161 railway 
stations in England and Wales, 
as part of a Department for 
Transport scheme. 

Transport industry funding 
will bring the level of investment 
to £21.5m, to be spent on 
improvements such as induction 
loops, disabled parking, ramps 
and better flooring. 

The Access for All scheme is 


a £370m fund ring-fenced for 
improving the accessibility of 
stations up until 2015. This is 
the third round of funding. 
Announcing the funding, 
rail minister Tom Harris said: 
“These schemes show the deter- 
mination of government, indus- 
try and other partners to 
improve access to the railway. 
“These may seem like small 
changes, but they can make a 


big difference.” 


Melt-in-the-mouth 
crumble and that’s 
just for afters... 


Blackberry and apple crumble, hearty lamb hotpot, 
classic roast beef, succulent duck breast... Choose 
from more than 175 scrumptious meals and desserts, 
all great value and delivered free right to your door. 


OVER 175 DISHES e EASY TO HEAT e FREE DELIVERY 


For a free menu call O800 Ve io 


or Visit www.wiltshirefarmfoods.com 


Wale nis Farm Foods 


New menu 
out now! 


THE QUEEN'S AWARDS 
FOR ENTERPRISE 


Name _____ 


— delicious meals to your door 


Or post coupon to: Wiltshire Farm Foods, FREEPOST 3619 
Trowbridge, Wiltshire, BA14 8ZY (No stamp required) 


Address __ . 
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BY IVY BROADHEAD 


Victoria Beckham has sparked 


anger after being spotted using a 
motorised buggy — usually 
reserved for disabled or older 
people — apparently to try to 
evade photographers at 
Heathrow Airport. 

DN reader Margaret Kennedy 
was “outraged” to read that Mrs 
Beckham had been permitted to 
use the buggy. She said: “Why 
should being rich and famous 
deprive disabled passengers of 
help and support?” 

Neil Betteridge, chief execu- 
tive of Arthritis Care, described 
Mrs Beckham’s actions as 
“deplorable”. 

He said: “People with arthri- 
tis often struggle to get the long 


Please send me information on Bath-Knight O Walk in Shower O 


Name 
Phone No. 
Address 


o Posh 


distances [in airports]. I can only 
condemn anyone who uses such 
a service for convenience.” 

A spokeswoman for Virgin 
Atlantic said the motorised bug- 
gies were used for different rea- 
sons, such as “passengers run- 
ning late, with excess luggage, 
with children, and disabled pas- 
sengers”, but could not say why 
Mrs Beckham had used one. 

But Mrs Beckham’s LA-based 
publicist told DN she had not 
used disability equipment. 

“She was photographed on a 
Virgin (privately-owned) airport 
buggy. These buggies are used 
for a variety of reasons including 
aiding people late for flights, in 
transit, or, in Victoria’s case, 
VIPs who are being harassed by 
the on-site paparazzi.” 


OUR WALK-IN 
SHOWERS 


Fit exactly where your old 
bath was with no fuss 
or need for re-tiling, allowing 
you to shower standing or 
sitting and with nothing to 
pay for Six Months*. 


PRESENT THIS 
ADVERTISEMENT 


GET ANOTHER 


\eeel 
Bath-Knight 


[BK4998] 


Postcode 


Send coupon in an envelope (no stamp needed) to: Bath-Knight FREEPOST, ST1984 Stoke-on-Trent ST4 3BR. 


From time to time Care-Knight may allow carefully screened companies to contact you. If you do not wish to receive such offers 


please tick box 1 *Terms and conditions apply. 


Respite bill 
‘talked out’ 


A private members bill that 
would have imposed a duty on 
local authorities to provide regu- 
lar respite care for families with 
disabled children has failed to 
secure a second reading. 

The bill, put forward by 
Conservative MP Gary Streeter 
and supported by the Every 
Disabled Child Matters 
(EDCM) campaign, was talked 
out in the Commons after five 
hours of debate. 

EDCM is campaigning for 
families with disabled children 
to have the right to short breaks, 
and includes several organisa- 
tions working with disabled chil- 
dren, including Mencap and 
Contact A Family. 

Dame Jo Williams, Mencap’s 
chief executive, said: “The sim- 
ple fact is that the vast majority 
of families with severely disabled 
children who need breaks don’t 
get them. That is why we need 
an entitlement to breaks.” 

In the same week the bill 
failed, the government 
announced a new £33m care 
package for carers (DN Extra, 
March, page 2). 

Under the New Deal for 
Carers, £25m will go towards 
providing short-term and emer- 
gency respite care, with £3m for 
a new carers’ helpline and £5m 
to develop an expert carers pro- 
gramme. 

But Francine Bates, an EDCM 
member, said the funding would 
“not go very far towards the 
needs of the 100,000 families 
with severely disabled children”. 


Children not 
listened to 


The views of disabled children 
living away from home are not 
taken into account when mak- 
ing decisions that will affect 
their lives, according to research 
by the Children’s Society. 

Although many of the man- 
agers of the 23 disabled chil- 
dren’s teams in London who 
took part in the survey had 
received training on disability 
equality and communication, 
only half rated themselves as 
“sood” at involving disabled 
children in decision-making. 

And less than half always 
informed disabled children of 
the outcome of meetings. 


Reasons for not involving the 
young people included lack of 
time for relationship building, 
lack of specialist staff and nega- 
tive social attitudes to disability. 

Bob Reitemeier, chief execu- 
tive of the Children’s Society, 
said: “We firmly believe all chil- 
dren can communicate. The 
responsibility rests with local 
authorities.” 
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Open letter to Blair over Iraq 

Politicians, figures from the 
arts world, and relatives of 
soldiers, wrote an open letter 
to Tony Blair, calling on the 
government to provide 
proper care for servicemen 
and women injured in Iraq. 

In the letter, published in 
The Independent on Sunday, 
they called for proper 
treatment for those who have 
developed post-traumatic 
stress disorder as a result of 
their service in Iraq (DN, 
March, pages 16-17). 

They also called for 
families of those who have 
died fighting in Iraq to be 
properly cared for. 


PO cuts will affect two-thirds 
Many disabled people will be 
cut off from essential services 
and face significant extra 
costs, if government plans to 
close up to 2,500 post offices 
go ahead (DN, February, 
page 7), new research by 
Citizens Advice revealed. 

The charity surveyed 1,000 
people, including about 180 
people who were disabled or 
had a disabled relative. 

Two-thirds of the 180 said 
they would be significantly 
personally affected if their 
local post office was to close. 

Nearly a third said -it 
would take more than half an 
hour to get to another post 
office, and 61 per cent said it 
would cost them significantly 
more to get there. 


NHS reneges on ABI pledge 
The NHS has gone back on a 
pledge to improve services for 
people with acquired brain 
injury (ABI), a disability 
charity said. 

Leonard Cheshire said ABI 
was one of the conditions 
that needed better services, 
identified by the NHS in its 
Better Metrics table in 2005. 

But the charity — said 
provision of ABI services 
around the country - still 
varied greatly, with many 
patients denied vital 
rehabilitation therapies 
during the first six months 
after their injury. 


Dementia numbers on the rise 
The number of people with 
dementia in the UK will rise 
from 700,000 to more than a 
million over the next 20 years 
unless action is taken, a 
report by the Alzheimer’s 
Society warned. 

The Alzheimer’s Society 
called for a national 
dementia strategy to prevent 
dementia becoming “an 
intolerable strain” on the 
health and social care 
system. 


‘Govt must act on data’ 


BY JOHN PRING 


The government must do 
much more to collect data 
on inequalities and discrimina- 
tions “according fo the 
final report of an 
independent review* of their 
causes. 

The review team called on 
the government to collect and 
publish data on the attainment 
of disabled pupils; on young 
disabled people who are not 
in education, employment 
or training; and on health 
inequalities. 

It also called for research on 
the impact of crime on disabled 


people and other minority 
groups, and said criminal jus- 
tice agencies should begin mon- 
itoring hate crimes against dis- 
abled people and other groups. 
And it said there should be an 
audit of social care provided to 
disabled people and other 
minority groups. 

The report said the govern- 
ment would not be able to 
identify priorities for action if 
it could not “determine accu- 
rately the extent of current 
problems” and could not 
enforce these policies “unless a 
better job is done of monitor- 
ing the progress being made”. 

A Disability Rights 


Commission (DRC) spokesman 
said: 
revealed 


“The equalities review 
that government 
departments across the board 
lack credible data-gathering on 
the impact of their policies on 
disabled people. 

“This is an amazing finding 
for an administration that has 
put equality and fairness as its 
chief objective.” 

Among its other recommen- 
dations, the review said the 
government, Scottish Executive 
and Welsh Assembly 
Government should improve 
pre-school provision for 
disabled children, reduce the 
disproportionate number of 


disabled pupils being excluded 
from school, and do more to 
increase the proportion of dis- 
abled people in work. 

Sir Bert Massie, chairman of 
the DRC, said the report 
“shows the terrible urgency 
needed to resolve the deep-seat- 
ed social and economic 
inequality facing disabled 
people today”. 

The government said it 

would respond formally to the 
review in the autumn. 
“Fairness and Freedom: the final 
report of the equalities review; 
for a copy, tel: 020 7276 1200, or 
visit www.theequalitiesreview. 
org.uk 


Scottish bodies failing 
over new DED duties 


One in six public sector 
organisations in Scotland 
have not met their legal 
responsibilities under the 
new disability equality duty 
(DED), according to a survey 
by the Disability Rights 
Commission (DRC). 

The survey found that, 
along with 45 other public 
bodies, Aberdeenshire 
County Council was the 
only one of Scotland’s 32 
local authorites yet to 
produce a disability equality 
scheme — three months after 
the deadline. 

Adam Gaines, the DRC’s 
Scotland director, said: 
pltsis ateal coneerneatnat 
sO many organisations have 
not complied with the law — 
Scotland’s million 
disabled people have a right 
to expect equal treatment 
from providers of public 
services.” 

A spokesman for 
Aberdeenshire County Council 


ONE 


Holidays: 


said: “This could have been in 
place by 4 December, but it 
wouldn’t have fully involved 
disability groups in its develop- 
ment, so a decision was taken 
to go through a full consulta- 
tion process with disability 
representatives so that the 
scheme fully reflects every- 
body’s views.” 

But Anne Begg, MP for 
Aberdeen South, who has 
criticised the council for ban- 
ning disabled people from 
holding both a blue badge and 
a taxicard (DN Extra, March, 
page 4), said: “I think it shows 
that perhaps if they had the 
DE Destine place had 
been consulting properly with 
disabled people before they 
came up with the policy 
regarding taxicards 
blue badges, they would 
have spotted all these problems 
Armthatastacc! rather than 
going ahead and causing 
a great deal of distress amongst 
their own residents.” 


and 


and 


for 


Disabled 
Persons 
Flights - - Tenerife, Lanzarote, 
Malta, Crete, Cyprus, 
Majorca, Mainland Spain, 
Algarve, Egypt and Florida 
Holiday Homes in France 


Further Details at 
www.access-travel.co.uk 


Access Travel 


6 The Hillock, Astley, Manchester. M29 7GVW 2742 


@ 0844 800 9194 


Learning the ropes: Children play in an adventure playground 
designed and commissioned entirely by young disabled people or 
siblings of disabled children. The project, based at Markfield com- 
munity centre in Haringey, London, and funded through the Youth 
Opportunity Fund, has been shortlisted for the government’s 
national youth awards, ‘Actions, speak, louder...’. 
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Balder UK believes you deserve the best 


possible lifestyle. Change aspiration to 


everyday reality with.a Finesse or 


Liberty powerchair.. 


tel 01256 767181 


email info@balder.co.uk 
www.balder.co.uk 
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News 9 


Scooter U-turn: The Royal Horticultural Society garden in Wisley 
has reinstated its scooter hire scheme on a trial basis, after more than 
a year of lobbying by members of the South-west Surrey Delivering 
Empowerment Board (pictured). The scheme was suspended in 2005 
after a string of accidents and near-misses (DN, January 2006). 


Minister calls for better 
care of BME patients 


A health minister has called 
for a “rapid improvement” 
in the delivery of mental health 
services to patients from 
black and minority ethnic 
communities. 

Rosie Winterton MP said 
that “some communities view 
mental health services with 
mistrust and are dissatisfied 
with their care”. 

The health services minister 
was speaking at the launch of 
Positive Steps, a government 
guide aimed at helping mental 


QUESTIONS! 


Be you need help choosing the. 
right adapted vehicle to buy? © 

Do youhaveanagging 
question about the operation 
of the infamous blue badge 
scheme? 

Or is finding the right piece 
of equipment for your car 
driving you up the wall? 

As part of DN’s annual 
motoring supplement, in our 
July issue, we will be 
assembling a panel of experts 
from the disabled driving world 
to answer your questions on 
these and other topics. 

So if there is a motoring- 
related question you would like 
answered, let us know and we 
will do our best to find you an 
answer. 

Just write to Motoring 
Questions, Disability Now, 

6 Market Road, London N7 
QPW, email editor@ ; 
disabilitynow.org.uk (putting 
‘Motoring Questions’ in the 
subject box), or telephone us _ 
on 020 7619 7323/textphone : 
020 7619 7332. , 
_ Please include your n: 
and contact details na s 
‘us your questions by 1 


i 


i 
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health professionals deliver race 
equality. 

The guide outlines key reli- 
gious and cultural issues within 
different ethnic groups, and 
offers advice and support for 
responding to the needs of 
black and minority ethnic 
patients. 

National director of mental 
health, Louis Appleby, said: 
“We know that one size does 
not fit all and that if care is to 
be effective it should be tailored 
to an individual’s needs.” 


seating systems. 


ZOOM 
Posterior Design 
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SEN term ‘outdated’ 


BY ELIZABETH CHOPPIN 


Special Educational Needs 
(SEN) is an outdated term 
based on the medical model of 
disability, according to experts 
who took part in a public 
debate. 

The talk took place last 
month at the launch of a 
book* responding to the furore 
created in 2005 when a pam- 
phlet written by inclusion pio- 
neer Baroness Warnock asked 
whether inclusive education 
had failed disabled children. 

Baroness Warnock, who 
wrote the foreword for the 
new book, said she would 
welcome replacing the label 
SEN with something that did 
not focus on the impairments 


of disabled children. 


The declaration came after 
Mark Vaughan, director of the 
Centre for Studies in Inclusive 
Education, suggested that 
“Barriers to Learning and 
Participation” might be more 
appropriate. 

He said: “SEN is one of 
those labels that definitely has 
its origins in the medical model 
of disability. I was surprised 
that in the 21st century, the 
contributors (of the new book) 
would want to nail their 
colours on medical model 
thinking rather than social 
model.” 

But Charlotte Moore, an 
author and mother of two 
autistic children, said: “I do not 
have a problem with the phrase 
SEN because that is exactly 
what my sons have got.” 


The panel also reopened the 
debate around the definition 
of inclusion whether 


disabled children’s human 


and 


right to an inclusive education, 
as stated in Article 24 of 
the new UN Convention on 
the Rights of Persons 
with Disabilities, could clash 
with parental choice or current 
government policy. 

Mr Vaughan 
government’s 


said the 
“dual system” of 
special schools and inclusion 
presents “a serious conflict” 
with what is laid out in the 
convention. 

Included or Excluded? 
The challenge of the 
mainstream for some SEN 
children; edited by Ruth 
Cigman, published by 
Routledge, eae 120,99 


Awareness of DDA i 


Organisations have become 
more aware of the Disability 
Discrimination Act (DDA) and 
more positive towards employ- 
ing disabled people, according 
to new government research. 

The research, conducted by 
the Institute for Employment 
Studies for the Department for 
Work and Pensions, found that 
80 per cent of organisations 
were aware of the employment 
aspects of the DDA, while two- 
thirds were aware of the provi- 
sions relating to goods, services 
and facilities. 

Both figures represented an 


Innovative Seating Standing & 
Walking from JCM Seating 


Come and see us 
at Naidex 2007! 


Showcasing brand new 
products for standing and 
walking, plus updated 
versions of our well-known 


Multi-function high 
chair with new multi 
height & tilt base 


increase from a similar study 
conducted in 2003. 

Compared to previous fig- 
ures, the survey also found that 
more employers now display 
positive attitudes towards 
employing disabled people, and 
those who already do employ 
disabled staff, are even more 
positive. 

The Disability Rights 
Commission (DRC) said it 
hoped the report “will be con- 
firmed by increased numbers of 
disabled people at all levels 
within the labour force”. 

Agnes Fletcher, DRC director 
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All products 
manufactured 
by JCM come 
with a 3 year 
warranty. 
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Multi-positional 
Standing Frame 


: 15-18 Maxwell Road, Woodston Industrial Estate, Peterborough, Cambridgeshire PE2 7HU 
Tel: 01733 405830 Fax: 01733 405838 Email: enquiries@jcmseating.co.uk Web: www.jcmseating.co.uk 


Is on rise 


salens 
encouraging that those employ- 
ing disabled workers have a par- 
ticularly attitude 
towards them, demonstrating 
that the general anxieties that 
employers often have about 
employing disabled people are 
not borne out in practice.” 

A Confederation of British 
Industry spokesman added: 
“The report shows just how 
important good quality infor- 
mation, advice and guidance is 
to help employers meet their 


of communications, said: 


positive 


responsibilities under the act 
and spread best practice.” 


VISION 


Standing Frame with 
Power Lift 
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PERFORMANCE 


Mitsubishi Colt CZ2 
@ 15’alloy wheels 


B@ Air conditioning 

@ Drivers seat height adjustment 

® Remote central locking 

B® Fog lights 

@ Electric windows 

@ Steering wheel audio remote control 
® Dual front air bags 


@ Choice of 1.3 petrol or 1.5 diesel engines 


@ Choice of manual or AMT* (Semi-automatic) 


No Advance Payment WY ir. 
2e= Motability 


Mitsubishi Colt 1.5 CZT Manual 
@ 0-60, 7.2 seconds 

@ 14/bhp turbo engine 

@ 41.5 MPG (combined) 

@ Sports tuned suspension 

@ Rear spoiler 

@ Side and curtain airbags 

@ Steering wheel audio remote control 

@ 16’ alloy wheels 


@ Mitsubishi Active Traction 
and Stability Control 


@ Red and black sports leather interior 


£1,076 Advance Payment 
iG Motability 


To find out more about our range of Mitsubishis available on the Motability — 
scheme visit www.mitsubishi-cars.co.uk/motability 
or call 0845 330 2002 and ask for Motability 


MITSUBISHI 
MOTORS 


*Automated Manual Transmission 
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Bill aims to cut private bay abuse 


BY ELIZABETH CHOPPIN 


DN CAMPAIGN 


The abuse of disabled parking 
bays in privately-owned car 
parks could be reduced if a new 
bill becomes law. 

The bill, introduced by 
Telford MP David Wright last 
month, would introduce an 
enforcement policy for disabled 
bays in privately-owned car- 
parks, such as those run by 
many supermarkets, which are 
currently not covered by blue 
badge regulations. 

The bill would require 
car-park owners with disabled 
bays to have a written enforce- 


ment strategy, available to the 
public upon request, and to 
submit an annual report on 
enforcement activity to the 
local council and Disability 
Rights Commission. 

It would also close legal 
loopholes that simply say 
release fees for private clamping 
firms must be “reasonable”, by 
giving councils the power to set 
penalty fee rates. 

Mr Wright said the new leg- 
islation would give car-park 
owners the legal right to insist 
that bay abusers move their 
cars. 

He added: “In some 
instances, the owners of the 
private car-parks are reluctant 
to take action against people 
abusing disabled persons park- 


ing bays, because they see it as 
being bad for business. Well, in 
my view not enforcing the pro- 
vision of bays is bad for busi- 
ness.” 

The bill was granted an 
unopposed second reading, 
which will take place in June. 

Though it is not expected to 
become law, campaigners hope 
it will raise awareness. 

Douglas Campbell, chair- 
man of Mobilise, which con- 
sulted on the bill, said its pro- 
posals reinforced what car-park 
owners should already be doing 
under the Disability 
Discrimination Act. 

He said: “The responsibility 
doesn’t end at painting the bay 
and putting signs up. It extends 
far beyond that.” 


A mobility aid company vehicle, which was spotted parked in a 
disabled bay at Sainsbury’s in Coventry last year 


scheme aims to boost 
deat children’s football 


A new project aims to give 
every deaf child in England the 
opportunity to play football 
over the next three years. 

itive National Deaf 
Children’s Society’s Deaf 
Friendly Football project has 
received £211,608 in funding 
from sports charity the Football 
Foundation. 

The project will provide 
existing football clubs with the 
right training and support to 
cater for deaf children. 

The money will be used to 


Replacing 
limits with 
boundless 
new 
horizons 


fund a programme of deaf- 
friendly football festivals, 
recruit more deaf adults as 
football coaches, and set up a 
database of deaf-friendly foot- 
ball clubs. 

Ian Holloway, manager of 
Plymouth Argyle FC and father 
of three deaf children, said 
there had been “a real lack” of 
opportunities in football for 
deaf children, and the project 
could “revolutionise the sport 
at all levels for deaf children 
and young people”. 


www.mobilityone.co.uk 
FREEPHONE 0800 404 7067 


Policy addresses hate crimes 


The Crown Prosecution Service 
(CPS) has announced a new 
policy for dealing with disabili- 
ty hate crime, including 
tougher sentencing. 

The policy also includes 
advice on the use of “special 
measures” for disabled victims 
and witnesses who might be 
intimidated giving evidence. 

A CPS spokeswoman said 
the policy “formalises things 
we've already been doing”, 


including providing support 


such as BSL interpreters and 


accessible courtrooms. 
Although disability hate crime 
is not a specific offence, a 
defendant’s hostility to the vic- 
tim on the basis of their 
impairment affects sentencing. 
According to research by the 
Disability Rights Commission 
(DRC), a third of disabled adults 
don’t feel safe in their area, ris- 
ing to almost half of people 
with mental health problems. 
The director of public prose- 
cutions, Sir Ken Macdonald 
QC, said disabled victims of 


crime often “have little or no 
confidence that their case will 
be dealt with seriously”. 

He said the CPS would do 
“everything possible” to ensure 
equal access to justice. 

Sir Bert Massie, chairman of 
the DRC, said: “It is vital every- 
one in the criminal justice sys- 
tem recognises the serious 
nature of this type of crime and 
ensures disabled people are 
given equal access to justice.” 

A DRC spokeswoman said 
implementation was “vital”. 


k in luxury 
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12 News 


The big 


BY IVY BROADHEAD 


Scottish campaigners have 
raised fears that the new 
Commission for Equality and 
Human Rights (CEHR) will 
not be able to represent all of 
the diverse strands it will cover. 

The comments came at an 
open debate about progress on 
equality issues in Scotland since 
devolution, and its future, at 
the Scottish Parliament in late 
February. 

Faye Gatenby, from Capability 
Scotland, told the debate that 
there might be a perception that 
disability had been “done” and 
that in a multi-strand body other 
equality strands might be seen as 
a priority. 

More than 80 organisations 
representing equality strands 
including disabled people, eth- 
nic minorities and women, 
attended the debate. 

In a keynote speech, Trevor 
Phillips, chair of the CEHR, 
spoke of the importance of the 
Scottish Parliament working 
with the CEHR to ensure that 
nothing falls into the devolu- 
tion gap [between the Scottish 
Parliament and Westminster]. 

“The CEHR across Great 
Britain will not work in isola- 
tion,” he said. 


The Ultimate Accessible Vehicle 


debate 


Mr Phillips said equality 
should be a mainstream rather 
than a minority issue, maintain- 
ing a focus on each individual 
equality strand within a bigger 
picture, “to build a society that 
recognises the worth of all”. 

The debate was the first such 
event to be held at the Scottish 
Parliament. 

Each representative was allo- 
cated a maximum of three min- 
utes to speak, although this was 
frequently un-enforced. 

Several speakers said com- 
munication remained a barrier 
to disabled people achieving 
equality. 

Kim Hartley, of the Royal 
College of Speech and Language 
Therapists, said: “To enjoy 
equal rights, people have to have 
the right to express themselves, 
understand and be listened to.” 

She said there was still a risk 
that people with communica- 
tion and support needs were 
not being listened to. 

She pointed to a recent dis- 
ability debate, in which people 
with communication and sup- 
port needs were not consulted 
due to lack of time. 

Lillian Lawson, from the 
Scottish Council on Deafness, 
also called for better provision of 
communication support, so that 


,Anomn 


i 


Delegates taking part in the debate (above) 


deaf and deafblind people could 
take part in other such debates. 

She also questioned whether 
BSL-users in Scotland would 
have enough access to informa- 
tion on voting and candidates 
during elections. 

Joyce Wilson, from Sense 
Scotland, called for more infor- 
mation to be available in sym- 
bol and digital formats for dis- 
abled people. 

And the Disability Rights 
Commission was criticised for 
failing to support an amend- 
ment to the Freedom of 
Information Act that would 
have ensured disabled people 
seeking information would 
receive it in their preferred for- 


and Trevor Phillips (right) 


mat at no extra cost. 

Gordon Matthewson of 
RNIB Scotland said the amend- 
ment was said by the DRC to 
have gone “beyond reasonable 
adjustment”. 

After the debate, Faye 
Gatenby, from Capability 
Scotland, told DN that the risk 
of disability slipping down the 
agenda was “a fear that we all 
share”. 

But she also said that a sin- 
gle equality commission was an 
“exciting” opportunity “to 
look at the multiple reasons for 
inequality across the strands”. 

joanna, Daly, from the 
National Autistic Society, said it 
was up to disability organisa- 


rst! 


tions themselves to keep cham- 
pioning disability issues, to 
ensure they were represented by 
the CEHR. 

But she backed the idea of a 
single equality commission. 
“lEquality] has to be dealt with 
at some central point. There 
are sO many cross-cutting 
issues,” she said. 
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14 Health news 


Drive to cut 
digital aids 
wait times 


BY SUNIL PECK 


The 
announced a 
the amount of time people 
in England must wait for 
aids on the 


government has 
drive to cut 


digital hearing 
NHS. 

By March 2008, all patients 
hearing loss 
should be assessed within six 


with routine 
weeks. 
2008, the 


government wants all patients 


By December 


with hearing or balance prob- 
lems who require care from a 
hospital consultant to be treat- 
ed within 18 weeks. 

The action plan also says it 
is “good practice” for a hearing 
aid fitting to be carried out at 
the same time as, or shortly 
after, assessment. 

Care) services” minister 
“We accept 
that waits in some parts of 
the country are unacceptably 
long and this plan sets out 
how we work with 
the NHS to reduce them and at 
the same time deliver high 
closer to 


Ivan Lewis said: 


will 


quality services 
home.” 


Dr John Low, RNID chief 


executive, said: “If implement- 
ed, this will be very good news 
for deaf and hard of hearing 
people whose lives can literally 
be transformed by timely, high 
quality fitting of modern digi- 
tal hearing aids.” 

Chris Underwood, head 
of communications at the 


National Deaf Children’s 
Society, said he welcomed an 
injection of resources 


into audiology resources, but 
addeda =“We “ware very, 
disappointed that a national 
action plan for audiology ser- 
vices does nothing to 
address the specific issues 
faced by deaf children and 
their families, namely the 
ongoing delays that occur 
every time they "are 
discharged and then 
re-referred, and the lack of 
training available to audiology 
professionals who work in 
paediatrics.” 

Mr Lewis said he accepted 


such “delays mcediite. be 
addressed. 

“Improving Access to 
Audiology Services in 


England; for a copy, visit 
www.dh.gov.uk 


Call 0800 715 124 ext.5511 


www.stannahstairlifts.co.uk 


if we can’t fit a stairlift 
safely we do something 
remarkable. 


We don’t fit one. 


Cannabis-based drug 
reduces spasticity 


DN CAMPAIGN 


A new study has found further 
evidence that the cannabis- 
based drug Sativex reduces 
spasticity in people with 
multiple sclerosis (ms). 

The study of 189 people 
with ms by the drug’s manufac- 
turer, GW Pharmaceuticals, 
found that Sativex significantly 
reduced spasms and stiffness. 

Despite having achieved 
the maximum benefit from 
existing anti-spasticity drugs, 
two out of five people experi- 
enced a further improvement 
in spasticity of more than 30 
per cent, following treatment 
with Sativex. 

Professor Christine 
Collin, consultant neuro-reha- 
bilitation specialist from 
the Royal Berkshire and Battle 
NHS Trust, who led the 
research, said: “Our findings 
provide encouraging evidence 
of the effectiveness of Sativex 
in reducing spasticity even in 
difficult to treat patients who 
have failed to gain enough 
improvement from currently 
available medication.” 

Christine Jones, chief 
executive of the MS Trust, said: 
“The results of this study add 
to the growing body of 
evidence that cannabis-based 
medicines can be effective in 


Cannabis sativa L. ex 
Corresponding ta 27me/ml 


The cannabis-based drug 
Sativex reduces spasticity in 
people with ms, according to 
new research 


helping to relieve this common 
symptom of ms.” 

The MS Trust estimates that 
around 60 per cent of people 
with ms in the UK are affected 
by some form of spasticity, 
which is one of the most diffi- 
cult symptoms of the condition 
to treat. 


and 25me/ml! 


Inquiry into 
contaminated 
blood in NHS 


An independent public 
inquiry is to be held into 
the supply of contaminated 
NHS blood to people with 
haemophilia. 

More than 4,500 people were 
infected with HIV and hepatitis 
C during the 1970s and 1980s 


Nothing is more important to us than 
our customer’s safety and wellbeing. 
If our experienced advisors believe 
they cannot fit a stairlift safely they 
would rather walk away from a sale 
than endanger a customer. Why not 
call now and we'll tell you everything 
you need to know about stairlifts. 


A aes | after being given contaminated 
e your VIP tour of Highfield | blood products. More than 
1,700 patients have since 
died, and many more are 
terminally ill. 

Successive governments have 
refused to fund a _ public 
inquiry, but a campaign by 
Lord _(Alf)s oMortis®) of 
Manchester, president of 
the Haemophilia Society and a 
former minister for disabled 
people, has resulted in 
an inquiry that will be funded 
privately. 

The inquiry will probably 
last three to four months, with 
a report produced one or two 
months later. 
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16 Sport 


Tanni calls time 


Paralympic sport”. 


BY IVY BROADHEAD 


successful 


UK’s 


Paralympic athlete, Dame 


The most 
Tanni Grey Thompson, has 
announced that she plans to 
retire after competing in the 
Paralympic World Cup in May. 

Dame Tanni, 37, has won 16 
Paralympic medals, including 
11 golds, across five Paralympic 
Games. 

She said: “I have always said 
that I would wake up one day 
and know that I would not 
want to do it any more. 

“There are other things that 
[ want to do and if I want to be 
successful I need to devote 
more time to those things. 

“As I get older, 
harder and I want to retire 


things get 


before I fall apart.” 
Mike Brace, president of 
the BPA, 


annie ase 


described Dame 


“beacon of 


“She has also proved an 
inspiration to so many people, 
and her success has been clearly 
linked to the rise in Paralympic 
sport in Great Britain.” 

Following her retirement, 
Dame Tanni told DN she hopes 
to devote more time to coach- 
ing and mentoring young ath- 
letes, and to “be a bit more set- 
tled”, spending more time with 
her husband and daughter 
Carys, five. 

She will also be working 
with Raffetys clothing compa- 
ny, designing clothes for dis- 
abled children, with plans for 
an adults range in the future. 

“Whatever I do, I’m going to 
have the same drive,” she said. 

As preparations for her final 
begin, Dame 
“It’s quite scary, 


competition 
Tanni said: 
there’s 
to do well.” 


a lot of ‘pressure on me 


| 
| 
| 


Shelley's LA glory 


Wheelchair athlete Shelley 
Woods 


month’s 


triumphed in last 


Los Angeles 
Marathon, winning the race in 
a time of 1:50.55. 

The 20-year-old 


Blackpool crossed the line almost 


from 


35 minutes ahead of her nearest 
rival, American April Coughlin. 
In the men’s race, fellow Brit 
David Weir 
clocking up a time of 1:27.46, 


came in second, 


four minutes behind Australian 
Paralympic gold medallist Kurt 
Fearnley. 

Both British 


expected to compete in the 


racers are 


marathon in London later this 
month, with Woods hoping to 


go one better than her second 
place finishes in 2005 and 2006. 

Woods told DN: “The Los 
Angeles Marathon was really 
good, it was my first marathon 
of the season and was a good 
chance for me to test a few 
things. 

“The course was interesting 
and challenging with the climbs, 
which is good for me as climb- 
ing is my strength, but was also 
technical with the downhills. 

“T used this race as training 
and just attacked the race hard 
to test myself and also to get a 
marathon under my belt before 
London in April, but to win it 
was fantastic too.” 


Treseder 


The new coach of Great 
Britain’s men’s wheelchair bas- 
ketball team will take up his 
role this month. 

Murray Treseder becomes the 
GB team’s first foreign coach, 
and joins from the Australian 
men’s team, the Rollers, which 
he had coached since 2001. 

Joseph Fletcher, chairman of 
the Great Britain Wheelchair 
Basketball Association, said: 
“We are extremely positive and 
pleased to bring Murray to the 


lightweight - 17.8kg including battery 
long range - 18.0km/11.2 miles on one charge 
compact - 39cm (15.4”) folding width 


takes on 


United Kingdom. 

“His track record, ability to 
motivate and enthusiasm is 
unmatched in wheelchair bas- 
ketball and he is extremely well- 
respected across the globe.” 

Treseder said: “I am delighted 
to be the new head coach for 
Great Britain. | am looking for- 
ward to the challenge and get- 
ting the team to the highest level 
of wheelchair basketball. 

“With World 
Championships in 2010 and the 


the 


GB role 


Paralympic Games in Britain, 
this is a great opportunity for 
the sport and I hope this will be 
a real opportunity for young 
and energetic players to stake a 
claim in the team over the next 
couple of years.” 

GB’s first test under their 
new coach comes next month, 
when they take on Australia, 
the Netherlands and reigning 
world champions Canada at 
the Paralympic World Cup in 
Manchester. 
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18 News focus 


The government wants a user-led organisation in every area by 
2010, but the continuing struggle over funding is placing that 
target at risk. Paul Carter investigates 


ack in January 2005, the 

prime minister’s strategy 

unit published its 
Improving The Life Chances 
Of Disabled People report, 
aimed at achieving full equality 
for disabled people in society 
by 2025. 

One of the report’s key 
recommendations, now part of 
government policy, is that by 
2010 each local authority 
area with social services 
responsibilities should have its 
own user-led organisation 
(ULO) modelled on existing 
centres for independent 
living (CIL). 

The services provided by 
these organisations vary, but 
can include advocacy, housing 
advice, employment training 
and direct payments assistance. 

However, as a series of 
reports in DN have shown, 
many ULOs are struggling to 
survive, with some, such as 
Disability West Midlands and 
3irmingham Coalition of 
Disabled People, disappearing 
altogether. 

ULOs currently have to bid 
for contracts to provide their 
services to local authorities, 
but are often unable to 
compete with larger, more 
established bodies and 
charities. 

So how likely is it that the 
government will be able to 
achieve its aim by 2010? 

Lorraine Gradwell, chief 
executive of Breakthrough 


UK, a ULO that provides 
services in Manchester and 
Liverpool, says the issue of 
funding is critical to the 
immediate and long-term 
future of ULOs. 

Speaking at the Centre for 
Independent Living conference 
in Manchester, organised by 
Breakthrough, to illustrate 
how ULOs can be successful, 
she said: “The competition 
comes from the large charities 


‘User-led organisations 
are spending valuable 
time and energy just 
arranging for annual 
contracts to be renewed’ 


and care organisations who 
can often offer cheaper 
services and are, therefore, 
attractive to local authorities 
who’ve got their budgets 
squeezed. 

“There’s a lack of resources, 
and an uncertainty in the 
voluntary and community 
sector. It’s well known about 
the dangers of short-term 
funding which doesn’t reflect 
the true cost of managing 
organisations and providing 
services.” 

This competitive tendering 
is resulting in many 
organisations losing out on 
large proportions of their 
funding, making survival in a 
commercial environment 


almost impossible. 

Speaking to DN after the 
conference, Gradwell says she 
feels that local authorities 
could be more “creative” in 
their tendering processes, to 
allow ULOs to “get a foothold 
in this playing field that really 
isn’t level”. 

She says: “I have been aware 
of local authorities that have 
invited tenders from 
organisations controlled by 
disabled people. I don’t think 
it’s clear enough for the local 
authorities themselves what 
their parameters are and what 
flexibilities they’ve got.” 

Steve Strong, a member of 
the independent living review 
team in the government’s 
Office for Disability Issues 
(ODI), the body responsible 
for taking forward the Life 
Chances report, described the 
funding problems as a “crunch 
issue for us”. 

He told the conference: “It’s 
very important that we get past 
this year-by-year lurching of 
funding where user-led 
organisations are spending 
valuable time and energy just 
arranging for annual contracts 
to be renewed — if they’re 
lucky.” 

However, local authorities 
are quick to point out that, 
despite their requirements 
under the new disability 
equality duty (in the Disability 
Discrimination Act) to assist in 
the development of ULOs, they 


Funding battles put user-led 


also have to adhere to local 
government legislation. 

Steve Mycio, deputy chief 
executive of Manchester City 
Council, told the conference: 
“Tt’s important to remember 
that local authorities are 
bound by national regulations 
and legislation covering the 
contracting out of services. 
This means that Manchester 
City Council works to be a 
responsible and ethical 
contractor and that the 
requirements of disabled 
people and their organisations 
are balanced with our financial 
responsibilities.” 

Aside from the issue of 
funding, there is a great debate 
occurring on a national level 
about the true definition of a 
ULO, and how this fits in with 
the government’s plans. 

Steve Strong has been 
attending a number of 
government-led consultation 
events on how to move towards 
the government’s aim of a 
ULO in every area. 

He told the conference: 
“One of the things that has 
been striking me as a 
participant in some of those 
events is a lack of an agreed 
position on what a user-led 
organisation is and how you 
decide when something is 
actually led by disabled 
people.” 

He added: “There’s a whole 
range of different views on 
what a user-led organisation 
actually is.” 

But the definition of a ULO 
is more than merely a matter of 
semantics. 

At these consultation events, 
one definition proposed is that 


it should include carers and 
parents of disabled people and 
other “service-users”. 

Writing in this month’s DN, 
Andy Rickell, executive 
director for diversity, politics 
and planning at Scope, says 
such a move would “undermine 
the crucial role of disabled 
people’s own organisations, 
and threaten the funding of 
such self-run groups”. 

Sue Bott, director of the 
National Centre for 
Independent Living (NCIL), 
adds: “I think we as disabled 
people need to be able to fight 
our own corner. While the 
interests of carers, disabled 


‘How do we ensure every 
local authority area has 
good quality ULOs? How 
do we represent the 
spectrum of disabled 
people’s views?’ 


people and family members 
often do coincide, there are 
occasions when they 
definitely don’t.” 

Gradwell agrees that, 
although the issues around 
carers need to be considered, 
“it’s got to be disabled people 
first, because that’s the whole 
principle of CILs. That’s how 
they developed”. 

Anne McGuire, minister for 
disabled people, told the 
conference that the 
government’s strategy was 
dependent on a healthy and 
vibrant user-led sector. 

However, she admitted that, 
although progress has been 
made across government, “not 
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Fighting for finance: (From left to right) Anne McGuire, minister 
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News focus 19 


New cuts renew anger / 


BY ELIZABETH CHOPPIN 


Plans to slash funding for peo- 
ple with learning difficulties in 
Cardiff by more than a third 
has sparked renewed outrage 
over cuts to services for dis- 
abled people. 

Cardiff Council is set to 
approve a 36 per cent funding 
cut for services for people with 
learning difficulties, to be imple- 
mented over the next three years. 

A Learning Disability Wales 
spokeswoman said if there was 
less money for support workers 
it would mean disabled people 
would not have the same hous- 
ing options, access to leisure 
activities or general life choices. 

She added: “It can’t fail to 
impact massively on their lives.” 


spokesman said: “We do not 
intend to reduce services for 
service users, we simply intend 
to pay less for them.” 

Meanwhile, the What About 
Me (WAM) campaign, which 
includes parents and carers of 
disabled children, held a protest 
last month to demand better 
Wakefield 
Metropolitan Council. 

Tim McSharry, head of dis- 
ability and diversity for the 


services from 


ccess Committee for Leeds, 
said the council should provide 
more respite care and support 
for out of school activities. 

He said: “[The council] can- 
not hide behind the fact that 
there is no funding. Disabled 
children are being discriminat- 
ed against because of criteria 


& 

A council spokeswoman f 
said it would be “happy” to J 
talk with parents or carers 
about services. 


The Direct Payment Users 


Network in Essex is also gear- ( 
ing up for a fight on changes to le 
care charge thresholds and cut- vi 
backs to hours of care. pe 
Two disabled men in thé 


Lincolnshire carried out a 24- 
hour demonstration outside 
Lincolnshire County Council 
offices to protest over possible 
increases to home care charges. 
And Anne Pridmore, chair 
of the British Council of 
Disabled People (BCODP), told 
DN that more than ten user-led 
member organisations raised 
concerns about funding prob- 


for disabled people, and Lorraine Gradwell, chief executive of 
Breakthrough UK, were among the speakers at the Centre for 
Independent Living conference in Manchester; delegates at the con- 
ference; a man protests in Trafalgar Square last year over funding 
pressures facing disabled people’s organisations; one of our many 


lems at BCODP’s 25th birthday 
celebration last month. 


A Cardiff 


and false hurdles.” 


Council 


a — . i || a SE pee | 


stories over the last two years about cuts to funding 


everything in the garden 
is rosy”. 

She said: “It would be 
wrong of me to present a 
wholly positive picture. There 
are some important questions 


IGNITE 


THE PASSION. 


EXPERIENCE 
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that need to be answered if 
we're going to have a ULO in 


every local authority by 2010. 


For example, how do we 
ensure that every local 
authority area has good 


The Conquest is the world’s only mass produced drive-from-wheelchair high performance motorcycle. 


evolution in peril 


quality ULOs? How do we 
ensure that we are able to 
represent the spectrum of 
disabled people’s views within 
that local authority area? 
“And critically, how do we 


ensure the long-term financial 
viability?” 

The government has just 
three years to find answers to 
these questions if it is to meet 
its 2010 deadline. 

Sue Bott remains optimistic 
that the target can be met, 
however. 

She tells DN: “The user-led 
organisations project has only 
got going in the last few 
months, so I think you have to 


give time for these things to 
work their way through.” 

As Jeff Downing, from 
Southampton Centre for 
Independent Living, told the 
conference: “We are successful, 
we are achieving things and we 
are going places, but at the 
same time, it is difficult. Do we 
know if we could be here next 
year? No, we don’t. And that’s 
the issue that needs to be 
addressed. Our future.” 


Combining unparalleled reliability of cutting-edge engineering with awe-inspiring design, the test drive of your life awaits... 
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20 £. The Poverty Files 


In the fourth part of our poverty investigation, Elizabeth 


Choppin talks to a woman 


from Milton Keynes who fights hard to stay positive despite often staying in bed to 
save on her heating bills 


he glass is generally half 
full for Brooke Stevens*. 

At 50, and with flowing, 
centre-parted hair and exotic 
artefacts strewn about her 
lounge in Milton Keynes, 
3rooke’s ethos is quite simple: 
have a positive attitude, live 
simply and make the best of 
what you’ve got. 

But with a weekly shortfall 
of nearly £25 to pay her bills, 
including disability-related care 
costs, one wonders how she can 
keep it up. 

A rough approximation of 
her weekly expenses is £270. So 
with only £246.35 coming in 
from income support and 
disability living allowance, 
there is “a lot of robbing Peter 
to pay Paul”, she says, with a 
weak smile. 

From week to week, Brooke 
scrimps on food costs, cleaning 
her flat, employing carers, using 
her car or anything else she can 
to get by. More often than not, 
the generosity of friends and 
her two grown-up sons fill in 
the gaps. 

Brooke, who has multiple 
sclerosis and is a wheelchair- 
user, has lived by herself in a 
one-bed council flat for the last 
four years. Before her diagnosis 
in 1986, she was a self- 
employed cleaner and care 
agency worker. 

Aside from an 18-month 
stretch in the US with her ex- 
husband, she has not lived 


outside Milton Keynes since 
she was 21. 

As things are now, it takes 
militaristic discipline and a 
“sink or swim” mentality for 
Brooke to make her money go 
the distance, despite 
exemptions from council tax 
and rent. 

It’s something that she does 


not like to think about, she says. 


“Tt’s soul-destroying to do it — 

to face the facts head on.” 
Sadly, Brooke says the only 

way to survive as a disabled 


person on benefits is to make 
herself forget about what she 
doesn’t get to experience 
anymore. But the tough, “get- 
on-with-it” resolve does have its 
limits. There are things that 
Brooke’s present circumstances 
do not permit — and they are by 
no means extravagant. 

“I love to go swimming, but I 
need help. I’d need a hoist and 
someone to help me in and out. 
All that takes time, which 
would mean it is much more 
expensive,” she says. 

“Td like somebody to read a 
book to me. I’ve got two books 
I'd love to read but I can’t read 
them myself.” 

She adds: “I'd like to go to 


central Milton Keynes and sit 
there in the square and just 

people-watch — maybe get an 
ice cream or a cup of coffee.” 

But the expense of any 
“extras” like going to the 
cinema or even buying a cup of 
coffee is absolutely out of the 
question. 

The cost of heating the flat 
means that she stays in bed 
most days as a way to keep 
warm. Her utility bills are 
astronomical. When she 
phoned the energy companies 
to complain that her bills must 
be wrong, she was told: “You’re 
right. They are higher.” 

And what about holidays or 
eating in a restaurant? 

“What is a restaurant?” she 
asks, with a shrug. 

“And holidays are for 
married couples with children. 
Holidays are not for single, 
disabled people. 

“I do get down, I get very, 
very down,” says Brooke. “It is 
like being in a tunnel and there 
is absolutely no light 
whatsoever. No matter how 
many times you stand up, you 
get knocked back down again. 

“But it serves no benefit to 
think about it. I just have to 
accept what I’ve got and not 
think about what I don’t. When 
Pm down, I just say to myself, 
“Come on, change the subject 
Brooke,’” she chuckles. 

One of the things she does to 
lift herself out of a funk is to 


listen to tape recordings from 
her past travels through India, 
Africa, the Philippines and 
Australia. This helps her forget 
about the things she does 
without now. 

And one major thing she 
does not have from the council 
is a care package she is satisfied 
with. After she returned from a 
trip to America, the council 
refused to accept that her needs 
had changed, and told her: “We 
know what your needs are.” 

She was so “disgusted” with 
the care package the council 
had offered, and the amount 
she would have to pay towards 
it, that she decided it would be 
cheaper to turn the whole 


package down and employ 
people she knew through the 
care industry at discounted 
rates. 

“In fact, Brooke’s positivity 
cracks when she recalls that 
friends and family probably 
saved her during her darkest 
moments in the past. 

“If I didn’t have a wide circle 
of friends, I am utterly 
convinced that I would have 
taken my own life,” she says. “I 
felt very alone and isolated.” 

It got to the point where she 
tried to drive away her sons, 
because if they hadn’t existed 
then she could have gone 
through with it. 

Aside from severe financial 
limitations, she was living in a 
cold flat that was not adapted 
to her needs, she says. 

“T lived in such a horrible 
place. There was concrete on 
the floor. There was no way 
for me to afford furniture or 
any decorations to warm the 
place up.” 

She says the flat is a “palace” 
compared to what it used to be. 
One friend came and laid 
carpet. Another helped her with 
furniture. But after four years, 
she is still waiting for the 
kitchen to be made accessible so 
she can open her cupboards and 
wash up easily. 

But her main gripe with the 
council is that she felt they did 
not understand that ms was a 
degenerative condition and that 
her care needs were vastly 
different than they were before 
she went to America. 

“T wanted to get hold of 
them [the council] and shake 
them,” she says. “I felt so 
frustrated. They just didn’t 
understand. I felt if Thad cut 
myself up and spread my guts 
on the floor, then maybe they 
would have caught on [to her 
needs]. But I felt there was 


nobody there who was going to 
help, nobody at all.” 
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me a life’ 


What does she make of 
welfare reform? 

“Tt is so degrading and awful 
to bear your soul to benefits 
people, but to have to do it to 
prove you’re not trying to swing 
the lead — that’s even more 
awful,” she says. 


‘If | didn’t have a wide 
circle of friends | am 
utterly convinced | would 
have taken my life’ 


“You're going to them, cup 
in hand, saying ‘please can I 


satisfaction or thought in what 
you’ve got,” she says. “And now, 
when I’m taken out, I get such a 
deep sense of satisfaction.” 

There are ways to make 
things work, she insists, and 
part of that is thinking 
creatively. A friend pays for her 
internet on credit card and then 

she repays him from the “Wal 

Mare jar’, 
coins that ie or whoever 
comes through the door, might 
contribute to. 

She says her boyfriend helps 
out by bringing, over something 
to eat when they spend an 


a little white pot of 
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have your charity?’ They’re evening together. Or one of her Water 75.50 
absolute ‘experts’ on disability sons might bring chips around ns an d 0 uts Gas £19 
but they don’t know me and or invite her to his house for a Electric £21 
they don’t know the man next curry and send her home with a Weekly Income: Food/household £24 
door.” pot of food. Disability living allowance: Care costs £150 
Then, slowly, Brooke comes “Tt is an existence, but my Care component £62.25/week Dog food £1 
back around to a smile. friends and family give me a Mobility component £43.45/week Aerial charge £1.50 
“T am very proud of the life,” she adds. “The times I feel Income support £281.30 (£140.65/week) Window cleaner £1 
small amount I spend,” she most disabled are when | step TV licence E210 
says, quietly. “It’s pasta and foot outside my front door. Weekly total: £246.35 (most benefits are Tobacco £4 
mince. That can last me for But it’s having something to paid every four weeks, So figures are Mobile £2.50 
three meals. It can be done.” look forward to, no matter approximate) Car fuel a8 
She recalls a time in her life how small.” Car insurance £8 
when going to the grocery store And being positive? “It’s the Weekly expenditure: MOT El 
meant throwing whatever she only way to look at things,” she (these figures are approximate) Car repairs £7 
wanted into the basket without nods enthusiastically. Telephone LAZ 
any WOrty. See letters, p34 Broadband £9 Total weekly expenditure: Pe O20 


“With that, there is no 
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¢ Renault Master 2.5 Diesel - PO56 FMB 
¢ Silver - 6 Seats, Tail Lift - 613 miles 


Only £16,995 


* Her name has been changed 


MAKE/MODEL 

Citroen Berlingo WAV 

Citreon 1.9 D Dispatch WAV 
Fiat 1.3 Diesel Doblo6 WAV 
Nissan Vanette 2.3 Diesel Versa 
Peugeot Expert 1.9 D WAV 
Renault Kangoo 1.6 Petrol Auto 
Renault Kangoo 1.5 Diesel 
Renault Kangoo 1.6 Petrol Auto 
Renault Kangoo 1.5 Diesel 
Renault Kangoo 1.5 Diesel 
Renault Master 2.5 Diesel Versa 
Renault Master 2.5 Diesel Versa 
Renault Master 2.5 Diesel Versa 
Renault Trafic 1.9 Diesel 
Renault Trafic 1.9 DCi 

Toyota HiAce 2.4 Diesel Versa 
VW Transporter 1.9 D T26 T5 
VW Transporter 2.5 Diesel Auto 
VW Transporter 1.9 Diesel Versa 


e ALL VEHICLES ARE PREPARED AND VALETED ¢ 6 MONTHS WARRANTY @ ALL SECURING EQUIPMENT INCLUDED 
WE PURCHASE GOOD QUALITY USED VEHICLES Contact us on the number below 7 


WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE VEHICLES... 


... UNIQUE TO 


Motability 


Sanne 


Hen 
[PARTNER 


JUST A SELECTION OF OUR FI FINE QUALITY. USED VEHICLES. 


REG NO. 


RX55 VGG 
RX06 LHC 
MD06 UDT 
$628 AKC 
GX55 FDY 
PN0O5 EYZ 
PO55 VLF 
PO56 FOH 
RK53 DBY 
PO56 FLH 
PN52 XDH 
PJ52 FXS 
PN52 XCF 
PO53 WVW 
PO55 VNP 
DK51 UUY 
YN54 YGK 
W878 MWG 
YP52 BVK 


COLOUR 


Silver 
Mt Grey 
Blue 
Blue 

Mt Grey 
Green 
Red 

Red 
Grey 
Grey 
Blue 
Green 
Blue 
Blue 
Gold 
Blue 
Blue 
Blue 
Green 


SPECIFICATION 


3 Seats, Ramp 
4 Seats, Ramp 
3 Seats, Ramp, Winch, Air Con 
4 Seats, Tail Lift 
5 Seats, Ramp 
3 Seats, Ramp 
3 Seats, Ramp, Winch, Air Con 
3 Seats, Ramp 
3 Seats, Ramp 
3 Seats, Ramp 
5 Seats, Tail Lift 
5 Seats, Tail Lift 
5 Seats, Tail Lift 
4 Seats, Ramp 
4 Seats, Ramp, Winch, Air Con. Elec Windows 
4 Seats, Tail Lift, Air Con 
5 Seats, Ramp, Winch 
5 Seats, Tail Lift 
4 Seats, Ramp 


MILEAGE 
2,195 
5,702 
1,800 

60,000 
6,876 
Sy okoly) 
5,126 

422 

23,478 
2,566 

25,013 

24,000 

29,669 

20,931 

14,000 

28,000 

20,000 

35,000 

16,000 


£ 


10,995 
12,995 
9,995 
4,995 
12,495 
10,995 
10,995 
11,995 
8,995 
10,995 
10,995 
11,595 
10,995 
10,595 
13,495 
8,995 
12,495 
6,995 
8,995 


For further information, FREE Brochure pack 
or to arrange a demonstration please contact 
Philip Beecham, Mike Jones, Simon Fletcher 
or David Connor (New Versa Enquiries), 

Phil Hawkins (Used Versa Specialist). 


FAX: 0151 495 1382 


website: www.wheelchair-access.co.uk 
heelchair-access.co.uk 


MONDAY - FRIDAY 9.00am - 5.30pm 


VERSA SALES 0151 420 2000 


Widnes Car Centre Limited, Moor Lane, Widnes Cheshire WA8 7AL 
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Disnified MObilitysolutions 


Beautifully engineered : Stylishly designed : Practical and affordabl 
able 


% Mercedes Benz Vaneo Libe 


Mercedes Benz Vaneo Liberty is a sophisticated wheelchair accessible 
MPV offering almost 60 inches of wheelchair passenger rear headroom 
and four passenger seats as standard. Over recent years this superb 
vehicle has proved to be enormously popular, offering dignified mobility 
solutions for those requiring space, style and practicality. We usually 
have a selection of one owner, low mileage pre-owned vehicles in 
either petrol, diesel or automatic 
derivatives. Please call. 


Automatics & Manuals 


——— 


Late models from 


£15,995 


Fully ly adapted 


"WW Caravelle Libert » an 


Volkswagen Caravelle Liberty is amazingly versatile. A truly prestigious wheter 
accessible or wheelchair driver luxury MPV with over 200 different options 
available from Jubilee. Whether it’s a simple low impact access conversion ; 
or a complex drive from wheelchair solution; we have them all. Lowered és ef 
rear floor, underfloor or onboard chair lift and fold out ramps ensure a8 
that whatever your mobility needs this superbly elegant and spacious 
vehicle is the ..... ultimate mobility choice 


New from just 


20,995 


Ay adapted 


See more on our award winning website 


WV T5 Shuttle Libert 


Volkswagen New T5 Liberty is the best value for money accessible MPV we have ever 
seen and is also available as a wheelchair driver solution from Jubilee. This wonderfully 
spacious & economical turbo diesel can be specified in two wheelbases and with a 
whole range of engine and gearbox options including the impressive 6 speed tiptronic. 
We are able to offer both new and used models including :- low floor, chairlifts & low 
impact conversions. 


see them all at www.jubileeauto.net New from just 


£16,395 


Fully adapted 


"Fiat Doblo Libert 


Fiat Doblo Dx, DL & Ds Liberty from Jubilee are quite simply the best value for money 
wheelchair accessible cars ever, offering far better value for money & much 

better access than an equivalent Renault Kangoo. We can now supply brand new, 
wheelchair accessible high roof Doblo’s at truly amazing value with 5 seats and 
circa 60 inches of rear wheelchair passenger headroom. Economical, 
stylish & practical. Take advantage of our SPECIAL OFFER 


New from just 


£8,995 


arin adapted 


Best for New & Best for Used 


Jubilee Automotive Group Ltd, Woden Road South, Wednesbury, West Midlands, WS10 0ONQ 


disabilitynow April 2007 


NO 
OS) 


from JUDIlee automotive Group ence 
www.jubileeauto.net © 


SEAT Alhambra L & Liberty from Jubilee are without doubt the most refined and desirable 
wheelchair accessible vehicles available today in the UK. Why compromise when you 
can own one of these beautifully adapted luxury MPV’s, complete with up to five 
passenger seats and our superbly designed and engineered lowered floor 
access conversion for less than you would ever imagine ? 


Why not take a look on our new website at www.jubileeauto.net pane 


nema Ae and see for yourself. <3 
New from just 


£19,995 


‘ally adapted 


Suzuki Liberty & Suzuki Life are totally unique. Suzuki Liberty offers full wheelchair 
pe. access in a compact motorcar whilst Suzuki Life delivers full independence 
for wheelchair drivers with fully automated access solutions and disabled driver 
hand controls plus a fully automatic gearbox. Whilst others in the UK have focused 
their attentions on producing converted vans, we took the view that people with 
disabilities deserved better. The outcome; two superb mobility 
products. New & Used in stock 


Why not call us free on 0800 634 8407 | NeW and Used from 


£6,995 


Baily, adapted 


For those wishing to transfer from their wheelchair we are now able to offer an extended range of quality new or used 
cars, MPV’s or luxury 4x4’s with a range of low impact adaptations such as wheelchair hoists, ag controls, side steps 
or modified seating which fully qualify under the scheme for full relief giving you the ee === 
opportunity to save thousands of pounds on the cost of the vehicle. 
For example, we are offering an huge selection of low mileage luxury 4x4’s 
with savings of up to £5500 against 
SAVE up to typical dealer prices, including the cost 


of our discreet mobility adaptations. i— — ; i ee 
£ 3). 500 See them all on our fantastic website ee Leer, 2 (ae 


on Fesier prices y Ae 


is Introducing... the new 2007 Galaxy Liberty 


Our latest and greatest creation... the brand new Ford Galaxy Liberty wheelchair accessible 
luxury MPV is now in production and available to order. As with all of our stylish accessible MPV’s 
Galaxy Liberty is beautifully engineered and is finished to the highest standards ever 
seen in the UK, setting new industry standards for refinement and practicality by offering 
AK superbly simple wheelchair access with five additional passenger seats. 
Please feel free to contact us to request an information 
pack giving details & prices and access dimensions. 


from just 


£22,995 


for the Liberty L 


e open 7 days 


it us; we ar 
FREE 30spagelcatalogue="mobility finance quote : part ex. valuation 


images are for display purposes and prices presume exemption from vat i E : pl l c E O800 63 i 8 Al O y 


disabilitynow April 2007 


24 Profile 


Dame Jane Campbell's dedication to disabled people's rights has earned her a place 
in the House of Lords. She explains to Sunil Peck what sparked her tireless drive for 
equality, how the movement has grown in confidence, and why she hates posh dinners 


ame Jane Campbell 
can’t quite believe that 
she has been appointed 
to the House of Lords as a 
non-party-political peer. 

She heard the news only a 
few months after she was 
made a Dame in last year’s 
Queen’s birthday honours. 

“[’m planning to go into 
the Guinness Book of Records 
for getting the most titles 
in the shortest space of 
time,” she says, as we sit in 
the lounge of her home in 
surrey. 

She sips her tea and 
continues: “I was at the Lords 
yesterday, at the launch of the 
age discrimination research, 
and I was sitting there 
looking around me, thinking, 
‘gosh! This will be my new 
office!” 

Dame Jane will be entering 
her “new office” later this 
month. When she gets there, 
she will be joining Lord (Jack) 
Ashley, whom she admires 
deeply for consistently 
advocating “on behalf of all 
disabled people, whatever their 
impairment, whatever their 
class, creed or colour”. 

“And, of course, he has now 
taken through the independent 
living bill, which is something 


that I have been wanting for 
the last 30 years.” 

Dame Jane describes herself 
as “a bit of a green person”, so 
when she is in the Lords, she 
will be participating in any 
debates to do with developing 
a “community which is greener 
and less wasteful”. 

She is a former chair of the 
Social Care Institute for 
Excellence (SCIE), so it’s no 
surprise that social care is high 
on her agenda, too. “And not 
just for disabled people,” she 
says. “I am very, very keen to 
see the ‘Every Child Matters’ 
ambitions realised. I am very 
interested in applying a social 
model answer to the way we 
treat our young people in 
society.” 

She thinks that, rather than 
locking young people up, we 
should focus on making sure 
they receive good care and 
good parenting. “We should 
get to the root of the problem 
and look at the poverty that a 
lot of our kids live in. A lot of 
the kids on the streets don’t 
even have a single parent, let 
alone a full family.” 

But despite this, Dame Jane 
does not think her 
appointment to the Lords will 
distract her from the cause of 


‘Pve never compromised 
my stance on disability 
rights. | still believe in 
total integration’ 


disability rights. “If you ask 
the disabled people that I have 
worked with over the last 25 
years, they will probably all 
say that I’ve remained pretty 
much the same. I’ve never 
changed my stance on 
disability rights, I’ve never 
compromised my fundamental 
principles. 

“T still believe in total 
integration and I still believe 
that we shouldn’t have assisted 
dying legislation because I 
think that disabled people will 


be lured down a very negative 
road.” 

Dame Jane says there was a 
“watershed moment” when 
she encountered the 
“oppression and 
discrimination” which first 
pushed her down the road of 
disability rights campaigning. 

“T was sacked from a very 
respectable and large charity 
for being unemployable. I 
think I decided then that 
somehow we needed to change 
the environment of people’s 
attitudes so that people like 
myself could work and 
succeed and be in an 
environment where we could 
thrive and grow.” 

Nick Danagher, a 
consultant in disability 
equality who has known Jane 
since they were at school 
together, says that “she is one 
of the most amazing people I 
have ever known. She has more 
drive and determination and 
vision than anyone I have ever 
worked with”. 

Danagher says that Dame 
Jane “has broken down 
barriers for severely disabled 
people in particular and 
challenged a lot of stereotypes 
about what personal assistant 
users can achieve”. 


Danagher says he would like 
to see more disabled people in 
the legislature. “The more 
representatives who can truly 
understand the issues of rights 
and equality for disabled 
people, the better. It’s a good 
thing we are in the Houses 
where legislation is written 
and passed.” 

Dame Jane believes that 
disabled people are finally 
ready to join the 
establishment. 

“I think that 25 years ago 
we needed to keep within our 
own organisations and work 
as disabled people on the 
outside for change because we 
were a lot weaker then in 
terms of our numbers and 
affirming our own ideology. 

“Now I think disabled 
people know where they are at, 
and are very strong 
intellectually in terms of our 
understanding of our own 
oppression and discrimination, 
and I think we should be proud 
enough of what we have 
achieved to go in and join the 
establishment and say right, 
here we are, now you can 
listen to us and take leadership 
from us.” 

As a child, she says she was 
“very fortunate” to have a lot 
of support from her family. “I 
had two very positive parents 
who lived at a time when 
somebody with my particular 
impairments [she was born 
with spinal muscular atrophy] 
was expected to die. And if I 
didn’t die, I should be in a nice 
special school and a nice day 
centre somewhere. 

“My parents never accepted 
that as my future and, 
although they couldn’t send 
me to a mainstream school 
(although they really wanted 
to), there wasn’t anywhere 
locally accessible. 

“They did push me to go 
onto college and university. 
They always assumed that I 
would get married and live in 
my own home, whereas a lot 
of parents of that generation 
did not have those 
expectations of children with 
life-limiting impairments.” 

She is not sure that she 
would even be alive without 
their support, and if she was, 
she certainly wouldn’t be on 
the way to the House of Lords. 

Dame Jane sounds as if she 
can barely believe this herself, 
and says how “ridiculous” the 
notion of her appointment to 
the Lords sounds. 

Nowadays, she says, her 
husband, Roger, helps her keep 
her titles and honours in 
perspective. “I think when you 
do a lot of these high-profile 
jobs, like being a 
commissioner, or being in the 
House of Lords, or having a 
title as a Dame, you could 
begin to believe your own 
publicity. Roger makes sure 
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that I never do. In addition, I 
still live and work and socialise 
with people in the grassroots 
of the [disability] movement.” 

She says she is more 
comfortable in her “big circle of 
friends”, because she “hates” 
posh dinners and receptions. 

“Everyone normally stands 
up with their glass of wine, so 
I just get to look at their 
bottoms, and it’s really hard 
for me to talk to people 
standing up. Dinners and me 
don’t really go down very well: 
it takes me ages to eat, it’s a 
real access issue. I can’t lean 
across a table so people can 
hear me, so I prefer sitting 
down with a cup of tea and 
having a chat. I will not have 
one of those wheelchairs that 
go up and down because I 
think that’s doing things on 
non-disabled people’s terms, 
and who can afford it? Not 
many of my comrades. So I 
just won't do it.” 

Dame Jane takes a 
pragmatic view of the 
introduction of the 
Commission for Equality and 
Human Rights (CEHR), the 
body which will replace the 
Disability Rights Commission 
(DRC) later this year. 

“When the single equality 
commission was announced, | 
felt deeply concerned and 
upset because the DRC had 
only been going six years; we 


were halfway through our 
agenda and it simply wasn’t 
the right time for us, and I still 
feel that now is not the time 
because disabled people have 
only had six years to develop a 
whole commission with a 
disability rights perspective. 

“However, we now have 
this commission, it’s not 
going to go away and the DRC 
is going to end in October. 
The government was bent 


on merging all kinds of disabled people have the 
knowledge and the expertise 
to take a leadership position 
within the new commission.” 
When asked what her next 
big project will be, Dame Jane 
chuckles and replies: “Don’t 
; you think I have done enough? 
I suppose I would really like to 
take a bill through Parliament, 


commissions. 
“T feel that, because it’s 


‘You could begin to 
believe your publicity. 
My husband Roger 

makes sure | never do 


like Jack Ashley has. 
“That,” she adds, “would 
be fabulous.” 


happened, we’ve got to 
embrace it as much as we 
possibly can and I think that 


We all have to 
compromise on 
lots of things. 

But style shouldn't 
be one of them. 
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WHO IS SHE? 


Dame Jane Campbell lives 
with her husband Roger in 
Surbiton, Surrey. 

She played a major role 
in securing direct 
payments for disabled 
people, and was a founder 
member and director of 
the National Centre for 
Independent Living 
(NCIL). 

She is a commissioner 
at both the Disability 
Rights Commission (DRC) 
and the new Commission 
for Equality and Human 
Rights (CEHR). 

She was the first chair 
of the Social Care Institute 
for Excellence (SCIE), 
before resigning in 2005 to 
give her more time to 
Campaign against moves 
to legalise assisted 
suicide. 

She was made a 
Dame last year and 
learned in February that 
she was to become one of 
six new crossbench life 
peers. Dame Jane will 
enter the House of Lords 
later this month. 


SEE us at 
Stand F130 


Naidex 

24 -26 April, 
2007 

NEC Birmingham 


easa.Ll 


www.easagroup.com 
T +44 (0)28 9261 2500 
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Following the conviction of three medicinal cannabis 
Campaigners, hundreds of disabled people have found their 
supplies have dried up. Sunil Peck reports 


ince the guilty verdict 
dished out earlier this 
year to Lezley and 
Mark Gibson and an 
associate, Marcus Davies, for 
conspiring to supply cannabis, 
hundreds of people with 
multiple sclerosis (ms) have also 
become victims of the criminal 
justice system. 
Since their trial at Carlisle 
Crown Court, the three have 


vowed not to resume 
production of the chocolate 
bars containing cannabis, 
which people with ms say eased 
their pain and made their lives 
easier. The trio had sent out 
more than 20,000 of the bars. 
But since they stopped 


producing the chocolate, the 
Gibsons have been inundated 
with letters, emails and phone 
calls from people with ms whose 


DETWECN= SHEETS 


symptoms have subsequently 
“returned with a vengeance”. 

Lezley Gibson, who revealed 
in DN last month that she was 
driven to the brink of suicide 
by the trial, says: “If I [didn’t] 
take cannabis I would be ina 
wheelchair and I would be 
incontinent.” 

So how are their former 
customers coping without the 
chocolate? And what are their 
other options? 

Wayne Miller is experiencing 
difficulties with bladder control 
and muscle spasms since his 
chocolate supply dried up. He 
is a biker, but his symptoms 
now prevent him from riding. 
He consumed the Gibsons’ 
chocolate over an 18-month 
period, but has not had any 
cannabis since before 
Christmas. He says he is “really 
struggling without it”. 

He began eating the 
chocolate because he can’t 
stand smoking and didn’t 
know of any other way of 
taking cannabis. But now his 
speech is slurred and he has 
difficulty swallowing. 


Miller’s discomfort is having 
a knock-on effect on his family, 
too. He is often “moody” and 
“short-tempered”, which can 
be hard for his 13-year-old 
daughter, and he is unable to 
help his wife with day-to-day 
chores such as shopping. 

He has approached his 
doctor for a prescription for the 
cannabis-based drug, Sativex, 
but he will not know for several 
months whether or not he will 
be able to get it. 

In the meantime, Miller is 
reluctant to walk the streets in 
search of a dealer, but concedes 
that, as a last resort, he would. 
“The only thing I could try and 
do is try and get hold of 
cannabis, but it’s just knowing 
where to get it and whether it’s 
going to be a decent quality.” 

Niamh Eastwood, legal 
adviser at the drugs charity 
Release, says such stories show 
that campaigners need to lobby 
the government to change the 
law. 

She says the Gibson case 
“highlights how necessary [a 
change in the law] is for people 
who are in pain and who find 
that cannabis is the best form 
of pain relief for them, but they 
shouldn’t have to go through 
this”. 

Helen Wallage began eating 
the chocolate in the hope that it 
would “help me get around 
better”. She says she is “really 
missing my chocolate”, because 
it eased her muscle spasms and 
cramps. 

She is now “back at square 
one” and has not managed to 
find an alternative. But she is 
adamant that she will not be 
venturing onto the streets to 
find one. “You don’t want to go 
onto the streets and buy the 
stuff because you don’t know 
what you are getting,” she says. 

Since her supply of the 
chocolate dried up, Wallage has 
been unable to walk far and is 
in constant pain. She says the 
return of the symptoms is 
“frustrating” and “infuriating”. 
“T hate being like this,” she says. 

She has tried to obtain 
Sativex but has failed. She has 
also been prescribed other pain 
relievers but they cause side- 
effects she didn’t have with the 
chocolate. 

Wallage says that, when the 
weather improves, she may have 
a stab at growing her own 
cannabis and making her own 
chocolate. 

Helen Yates, managing 
executive of the MS Resource 
Centre, says her staff have heard 
from “a number of people” who 
have been using the chocolate 
and are now having to cope with 
a return of all kinds of symptoms 
that they were previously 
managing. Now, she says, they 
have nowhere else to go. 

“The problem now for these 
people is what they do about it 
because their only alternative is 


an illegal street supply, and 
most of them would not have 
the first idea about how to go 
about doing that. 

“The biggest area of concern 
is that people will be buying 
street cannabis that may well be 
cut and mixed with all manner 
of other substances that will do 
them harm.” 

One person facing these 
issues is Helen Elliott. Although 
the Gibsons’ chocolate was not a 
“cure”, it did make life “more 
livable”. Not having the 
chocolate has drastically 
affected her quality of life. 

“My balance is all over the 
place, I haven’t any stamina, 
I’m not sleeping and the 
incontinence is worse,” she 
says. “The neuropathy in my 
hands and feet is constant. The 
cannabis chocolate certainly 
reduced this discomfort, which 
is so utterly wearing.” 

She struggles to do the 
shopping and is “exhausted” 
after walking around the 
supermarket for an hour. Her 
doctor has told her there is no 
medication that will modify the 
symptoms of her ms. 


‘If | [didn’t] take 
cannabis | would be ina 
wheelchair and | would 
be incontinent.’ 


Elliott “does not have a clue” 
where to start looking for 
cannabis, and is not prepared 
to put herself “into the hands 
of the dealers”. Besides, in her 
area, “trying to get hold of 
herbal cannabis is like looking 
for a needle in a haystack”. 

Stuart Wyatt (main picture 
and far right) does not have ms 
and did not use the Gibsons’ 
chocolate. But he has been 
using cannabis for a number of 
years to alleviate his “crippling” 
pain, stop him shaking and 
maintain his balance. He faces 
a “constant battle” to find 
uncontaminated cannabis. 

After loan payments, he has 
to survive on £72 a week 
income support, of which he 
spends £30-£40 on cannabis. 
“The necessity of food is 
always secondary to 
medication,” he says. 

Wyatt is concerned that many 
other disabled people could be 
endangering themselves to get 
hold of cannabis. “There have 
been times where | have given 
money to a stranger in a pub, 
only for him to say, ‘I have to go 
and see a friend to get it for 
you.’ Needless to say, the person 
does not return with said 
medication. Other times, I have 
been given far less than the 3.5g 
that I paid for. When you are 
sick and unable to defend 
yourself, how can you confront 
a lowlife in a pub to ask for your 
money back?” 

Wyatt says the “injustice” of 
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the Gibsons’ case has inspired 
him to set up his own free 
network to distribute cannabis 
to medicinal users. 

But even if operations such 
as Wyatt’s eliminate the need 
to look for cannabis on the 
streets, any users still face 
being prosecuted if caught 
breaking the law. 

Eastwood says: “Until the 
law changes, these people are 
going to be treated like 
criminals — which is completely 
unacceptable. 

“What we would like to see 
is that they can do it either free 
in the knowledge that they can 
do this without being 
prosecuted, or that they are 
actually doing it legally.” 

A Home Office spokesman 
confirmed the government’s 
current position. “Cannabis is a 
Class C drug and is harmful,” 
he says. “Its cultivation, supply 
and possession are illegal and 
will remain illegal. 

“We have sympathy for those 
with severe pain and serious 
illnesses such as multiple 
sclerosis. Any cannabis-based 
medicine would have to be 
approved by the Medicines and 
Healthcare products 
Regulatory Agency (MHRA). 
If that body approved any 
products we would then have to 
consider seeking Parliament’s 
agreement to make necessary 
changes in the law.” 


Clare Hodges, who also has ms 


There are also issues, of 
course, around the availability 
of the cannabis-based drug 
Sativex, which is still awaiting 
licensing, although some 
disabled people have been able 
to obtain the spray individually. 


‘The necessity of food is 
always secondary to 
medication’ 
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Yates says disabled people 
should be pressurizing MPs and 
the MHRA to ensure Sativex is 
licensed and widely available at 
the earliest opportunity. 


Stirring the pot: Lezley Gibson (right) with fellow campaigner 


“Fundamentally, there is a 
pharmaceutical version of this 
drug that is ready to be 
available,” she says. “Sativex is 
a clean product, it’s 
pharmaceutically produced, 
you know precisely what you’re 
getting.” 

But because of the potential 
cost of prescribing Sativex, she 
says the “cheaper and better 
option” is to make it legal for 
disabled people to grow their 


own cannabis for their own use. 


“As long as you are not in 
any way in a position of 
supplying, I think that most 
people would find that morally 
acceptable.” 


INVA 


But cannabis users 
cannot expect any leniency 
from the police. A 
spokeswoman for the 
Association of Chief Police 
Officers (ACPO) told DN: 
“Tt is not for us to comment on 
whether the use of cannabis 
should be legal or illegal - that 
is a matter for government 


TRAVEL 


THE HERALD, PLYMOUTH 


acting on the advice of the 
Advisory Council for the 
Misuse of Drugs.” 

But Stuart Wyatt says he 
is undeterred by the threat 
of arrest or prison. 
“Medicinal users have been 
pushed into a corner,” he says. 
“Tt is now time to fight that 
corner!” 


From coast to coast across the Midlands, 
to improve product choice and customer 
service the established firm of 
Invatravel Conversions 

has become a division of 
Brotherwood Automobility Ltd. 


Please give Joanne, Steve or Dave a 

ring on 01704 506608 to discuss your 
requirements. Whether it’s new, secondhand, 
short or long term hire, we can demonstrate 
at your home or you can visit our office to 
view the full selection to make your 

choice from the best available. 


Request a brochure or view on line 
www.invatravel.com 
= For complete new and used listing visit 
www.brotherwood.com or 
www.brotherwood.co.uk 


Full Range : 


> 
i 


INVATRAVEL 
CONVERSIONS 


e ; Vaneo Tel: 01 704 506608 
eceetsvien 97 Lytham Road, Southport, Merseyside PR? 9UG, Fax: 01704 506607, Email: sales@invatravel.com __ Visit our website WWW. INVatravel.com 
~~ $8&Motability HOME DEMONSTRATION, NEW, EX-DEMONSTRATOR & SECOND HAND VEHICLES, SHORT AND LONG TERM HIRE 
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ADAPTEDCAR HIRE 


Car hire for disabled 
drivers and passengers 


Broad range of cars and adaptations 


Cars with push pull hand controls 
Wheelchair Accessible Vehicles (WAV) 

Cars with flip down left foot accelerators 
Automatic vehicles 

Online and telephone booking 
Door-to-door delivery and collection service 
Insurance included 

Reasonable rates 

Unlimited mileage 


Brand new vehicles 


Adapted Car Hire provides a broad range of specially adapted 
vehicles to cater for the needs of disabled drivers and passengers. 
Vehicles can be hired on a daily, weekly and monthly basis and we 
provide a door-to-door delivery and collection service. 

We run a variety of rental schemes tailored to the needs of the 
individual customer, as well as regular promotional and special offers. 


All vehicles supplied and adapted by Motability accredited suppliers. 


Please visit our website 

www.adaptedcarhire.co.uk, email Us at info@adaptedcarhire.co.uk 
or call us on 

0845 68 62 007 for further information. 


www.adaptedcarhire.co.uk O 


O 
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~ How to shrink your footprint 


In the days of melting glaciers and expanding deserts, climate change is something we should all be thinking about. 


But for disabled people, it isn’t always easy to make your contribution to protecting the environment and reducing 


carbon emissions. 


When public transport isn’t accessible or you need to keep warm because of your impairment, what can you do? 


Carbon Footprint is a Basingstoke company that carries out carbon footprint assessments for businesses and provides 


advice on how to cut down on carbon emissions, as well as raising public awareness of climate change. 
Ivy Broadhead asked director John Buckley to calculate the primary carbon footprint, or direct use of CO,, of two 
disabled people, and provide advice on what they and others can be doing to help protect the planet. 


Mary Grace 


Electricity use over 12 months: 
7,698 kilowatt-hours 
Gas use over 12 months: 
11,793.95 kilowatt-hours 
Car mileage over 12 months: 17,666 miles 
Flights: none 


As chairman of The Blue Badge Network, a disabled 
drivers’ charity, driving is in Mary Grace’s job 
description. She racked up more than 17,000 miles in a 
year of driving up and down the country, which adds up to a lot of carbon emissions, 
and cutting down is not always possible. 

“T drive a Ford Focus automatic, and you can’t get diesels in automatic under the 
Motability scheme,” Mary explains. Diesel engines are more efficient and release less 
carbon dioxide into the atmosphere. 

Public transport isn’t an option either for Mary, who has a mobility impairment. 

“Public transport is very difficult, particularly in my area.” 

Since becoming disabled, Mary says she has become much more dependent on her 
car. “Before I became disabled, I’d walk into town. I wouldn’t dream of taking the 
car. It’s just not an option now.” 

Travel isn’t just for work, as Mary also has to attend a lot of hospital 
appointments, which means up to an 18-mile drive each way. This is something that, 
without her car, would be impossible. Mary is eligible for £16 in taxi tokens every 
year from Cotswolds District Council, but this doesn’t go very far. 

“When my car was off the road, it was £7.50 in one afternoon [in taxis]. If I had to 
go to hospital, I’'d be stuck. You can get a bus pass, but of course I can’t get on the bus.” 

Over the past year, Mary has avoided air travel completely, but this isn’t always by 
choice. 

Because she drives with hand controls, Mary has a restricted licence and so can’t use 
hire cars. Even if she wanted to fly somewhere, she would be immobile once she got there. 


Elizabeth Dawson 


Electricity use over 12 months: 
8,738 kilowatt-hours 
Gas use over 12 months: none 
Car mileage over 12 months: 
3,328 miles in hospital appointments 
Flights: none 


Bilateral osteoarthritis, depression and agoraphobia mean 
that Elizabeth Dawson rarely has the chance to leave the 
house, much less fly around the world. 


“Tve been suffering quite a bit with agoraphobia. Sometimes I stay in bed all day 
long, so I need the lights on and the heating on.” 

Travel for Elizabeth is more likely to mean a 60-mile round trip by patient 
transport for a hospital appointment, since she is unable to drive. “Sometimes it’s 
just me and the driver,” she says. 

Elizabeth is aware of the need to reduce carbon emissions, and has been thinking 
of ways to reduce the impact her own lifestyle has on the environment. 

“T use the dishwasher once a week and have had my bath taken out and 
installed a wet-room with a shower instead. I do turn my TV off, not just put it on 
standby.” 

There are some instances where reducing emissions isn’t an option. 

Because of the side-effects of some of her medication, Elizabeth frequently 
overheats. But opening a window rather than switching on the air-conditioning is 
not safe in her area. She says: “I live on the main road, and I’ve been burgled once 
already.” 

And not being able to “move around very much” makes it harder to keep 
warm. 

The rising costs of running her central heating cause her frequent anxiety. The 
cold weather can make Elizabeth’s pain worse, and so she is forced to keep her 


What can they do? 


Because Elizabeth travels so 
rarely, her carbon footprint is 
below the national average. 
John Buckley says: “I was 
surprised at how much 
electricity she used. 

“She could potentially 
switch to gas, which has lower 
carbon emissions, or she could 
switch to renewable energy. 
That would immediately cut 
down [on carbon emissions].” 

Mr Buckley advises anyone 
with a high heating bill to make 
sure their home is fully 
insulated. 

For Mary, however, the large 


amount of driving she does as 
part of her job sets her carbon 
emissions at well above the 
average UK citizen. 

“Mary could look at going 
for a more environmentally- 
friendly vehicle, such as a hybrid 
car, or one with a diesel engine.” 

But as Mary explains, diesel 
automatics are not available 
under the Motability scheme 
that provides her current car. 

Over the last year both 
women completely avoided air 
travel, which is a major 
contributor to carbon emissions. 

As well as the environmental 
benefits, there are financial 


Holiday flights 


incentives to going green. 
Switching to low-energy light 
bulbs can save £10 a year per 
bulb in electricity costs. 

Since Carbon Footprint was 
founded two years ago, John 
says he has seen a rise in 
environmental awareness. 

“Businesses want to be seen 
to be green, and consumers are 
starting to consider 
environmental implications. 

“Pve seen the effects of 
climate change, working with 
satellites. 

“You see something 
happening, and you want to do 
something about it.” 


heating on despite high bills. 


Public transport 


The Energy Saving Trust is a 
not-for-profit organisation that 
provides free advice to 
individuals, businesses and the 
public sector. They gave us 
their tips on energy saving 
around the home, which could 
help even those who need to 
stay warm at home during 
the day: 

@ Around a third of energy in 
the home is lost through the 
walls, and investing in cavity- 
wall insulation could save up to 
£160 in heating bills. Cavity 
wall insulation helps keep your 
home warm in winter and cool 
in summer 


® Replace your boiler with a 
new, energy-efficient model, 
which can save another third on 
heating bills 

® Look out for the energy- 
saving logo when buying 
electrical appliances 

@ An insulating jacket for hot 
water tanks can save around 
£20 annually 

@ Shut your curtains — this stops 
heat escaping through windows. 
® Double-glazing can cut heat 
loss through windows by half 
® Don’t leave the fridge door 
open. Letting the cold air 
escape from your fridge or 
freezer wastes energy 
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Angel is a settled little girl whose carer finds a pleasure to care for. 
She is of white British heritage and has dark brown eyes and brown 
hair. Angel is feeding and sleeping well. She is a contented child, who 
demonstrates a good attachment to her carer by smiling, looking 
for her and showing some distress when she leaves. 


Angel likes her toys and is interested in her immediate 
environment, but shows a definite preference for interaction 
with people. She is a sociable child who loves the attention of 
older children. She has a happy disposition and smiles, laughs 
and gurgles for much of the day. 


Angel was born at 41 weeks gestation with a birth weight of 
2980 grams by caesarean section. She was soon admitted to the 
Neonatal Unit with a diagnosis of neonatal abstinence syndrome. 
She had the characteristics of a withdrawing baby, but responded 
to the treatment. 


On day 10 she developed seizures and skin lesions, which was 
diagnosed as herpes encephalitis. 


She was treated with antibiotics and was discharged from hospital 
on 24th March 2005. A paediatrician monitors Angel and she has 
undergone a MRI scan and EEG. The results have shown extensive 
loss of brain substance but no other abnormality of the brain so 
she is not thought to be at risk of further seizures or epilepsy. 


Angel is developmentally delayed and is making slow progress. An 
adoptive family is required that has few expectations and is able to 
support her as dictated by her level of need. There are significant 
unknowns about her future. She currently attends weekly 
physiotherapy sessions and a Mother and Toddler group with 

her carer. It is anticipated that she will shortly start attending the 
special needs nursery. 


Angel needs an adoptive family, who can offer her a secure and 
stable family life, with lots of attention and stimulation. A family will 
need to be able to devote time to taking Angel to health 
appointments and to be a good advocate so she receives the 
resources she requires. Letterbox contact with Angel's birth family 
is anticipated. Angel is subject to a Care Order. She may be eligible 
for financial support. 
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Billy was born at 27 weeks + 6 days. He was extremely small for 
his gestational age and weighed only 14 ounces. He has fair hair 
and blue eyes. 


Billy is growing very slowly and is still very small for his age. He is 
alert and vocal and tracks the movements of his foster carer. He 
sits unaided and plays with toys, and he demonstrates good hand 
eye coordination. Billy has an engaging smile. His foster carer 
describes him as having a cheeky personality. Billy plays “peep-bo” 
and “patacake”. He understands a lot of what his carer says and 
responds to "give us a kiss" and "clap hands". He is starting to ‘talk’ 
in his own way and is understood by his foster family. 


Billy's feeding has been slow and he has small amounts of pureed 
food. He prefers puddings to dinners, and his foster carer gives 
him a lot of encouragement. Billy continues to have medical tests 
and lots of medical appointments but his condition has not been 
diagnosed and his condition is believed to be rare. 


Billy has been freed for adoption. He requires a well-supported 
adoptive family who can support on-going medical treatment if 
necessary and who can accept the uncertainty regarding his 
future development. He needs a family who will promote his 
health and development to enable him to reach his potential. 
He is very responsive to other children and enjoys playing 
beside his carer's children. Letterbox contact is envisaged 
with Billy's birth family. Financial support may be payable. DLA 
has been applied for. 
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can tell that I am not what 

my clients expect of a 

landscape gardener when we 
meet for the first time. I’m 
small; ’m 4ft 6in. My short 
stature is due to a rare disability 
called spondylo-epiphyseal 
dysplasia. As well as being 
short, my joints aren’t very 
flexible and this affects my 
mobility. So I don’t fit into the 
stereotype of the outdoor 
worker. 

It was clear from quite an 
early age where my interests lay. 
On my 10th Christmas, when 
my friends opened their 
Nintendo Gameboys, I eagerly 
awaited the garden shed I had 
pleaded with my parents for. At 
school, I spent hours staring out 
of the window, distracted by the 
wildlife and plants outside. My 
teachers despaired at times. 

When I was 14, I was invited 
to do work experience at a local 
nursery and after that all my 
weekends and holidays were 
spent in this green world. After I 
left school, I worked for a year 
as an apprentice at the nursery 
where I gained lots of practical 
experience and enjoyed advising 
customers on plants. 

The apprenticeship 
confirmed that I should pursue 
my interest in horticulture. I 
gained a place at Kirkley Hall, a 
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John Wallace explains how he 
fulfilled his childhood ambition 
to work as a gardener 


studies, I decided to keep doing. 
I was then qualified as a 
landscape gardener and applied 
to the Prince’s Trust for a 
business loan. This was the 
beginning of my landscape 
business, JW Greentouch. That 
Was S1x years ago. 

The decision to venture out 
on my own was a risky one. For 
a start, could I be sure of 
enough work? How would I get 
through my first winter? Would 


‘On my 10th Christmas, 
while friends opened 
Nintendos, | eagerly 
awaited a garden shed’ 
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people take me seriously? I knew 
[had the design ideas, but I 
needed to know I would be in a 
position to employ other workers 
to help with the heavier work. 
Fortunately for me, these 
worries were short-lived. 
Finding work has never been a 


Scented 


Lavender (Lavandula 
angustisolia) 


Chocolate cosmos (Cosmos 
atrosanguineus) — vanilla and 
hot chocolate-scented flowers 


Verbascum bombyciserum — 
silky, silver, hairy leaves 


Honeysuckle (Lonicera capri- 
folium) — an Italian honeysuck- 
le with pink and green fragrant 
flowers 


specialist horticultural college 
10 miles outside Newcastle. I 
studied there for three years. 
The course suited me down to 
the ground. I was totally 
absorbed in the study of plants. 
While I was at Kirkley Hall, I 
took up a few small gardening 
jobs which, having finished my 


Curry Plant (Helichrysum 
italicum) — curry-like odour all 
around the plant 
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problem; every winter so far has 
been busy. I have a full-time 
worker and can draft in other 
subcontractors when needed. 
My work has included some 
really varied projects in both 
commercial and private gardens. 
I have designed all sorts: 
Mediterranean, cottage and 
costal gardens as well as 
creating woodland and 
conservation areas. It’s great to 
see my designs taking shape. 

Gardens, public and private, 
are important for everyone’s 
enjoyment and well-being and 
Pm not just saying this because 
it is my livelihood! Research by 
Thrive, a charity that promotes 
the advantages of gardening for 
disabled people, found 74 per 
cent of disabled respondents felt 
gardening had a beneficial effect 
on their health. 

The reasons are clear. Plants 
can be appreciated for so many 
things: for scent, texture, colour, 
medicinal qualities and for the 
wildlife that they attract. 

As well as providing pleasure, 
plants are also productive. 
Propagating seeds and cuttings 
can be a rewarding exercise and 
need not take up much room in 


Textured 


Tree Fern (Dicksonia antartica) 
— uncurling fronds with unique 
hard, feathery foliage 


Caster-oil plant (Fatsia japoni- 
ca) — large, evergreen, leathery, 
glossy leaves 


Contorted Hazel (Corylus avel- 
lana ‘contorta’) — has twisted, 
woody stems 


Euphorbia characias — ever- 
green perennial 


space, you can grow your own 
fruit and vegetables organically 
and have the enjoyment of 
eating healthily. Being disabled 
need not stop people gardening. 
For many gardeners with 
limited mobility, the problem 
with getting down to work is 
getting back up again. For me, 
this isn’t a problem, and is one 
area where my disability works 
in my favour — literally it’s not 
so far for me to get down and 
reach isn’t usually a problem. I 
use telescopic pruners for 
hedges and standard length 
spades, forks and edging shears 
come to my chest so I do not 
have to bend down. For those 
not in my position, kneelers can 
offer a solution. Padded 
cushions protect knees, while 
frames offer support for getting 
back to a standing position. 
Raised beds also prevent back 
bending and make gardening 
more accessible to wheelchair- 
users. | often incorporate raised 
beds into my design work as 
they add visual appeal and a 
change from traditional ground 
beds. You can choose where you 
position them so they are closer 
to the house and can be enjoyed 
from indoors. Raised beds are 


Yucca gloriosa ‘variegata’ — 
very hardy, exotic evergreen 


Pineapple Broom (Cytisus bat- 
tandieri) — medium-sized 
shrubs, semi-evergreen, with 
pineapple-like flowers 


Hibiscus syriacus ‘Woodbridge’ 


also easier to maintain than a 
conventional garden and can be 
filled with flowers, herbs, fruit 
and vegetables. One of my 
recent projects involved building 
a raised bed using 160 railway 
sleepers. Hard work, but the 
result is a firm structure that 
withstands extreme elements. 

The choice of plants is 
important in making gardens 
more accessible. For visually- 
impaired gardeners, plants can 
be used as reference points: the 
scent, texture or rustling sounds 
can help with orientation. It is 
also important to use plants 
that do not require regular 
pruning. Another consideration 
is watering: our climate is 
getting warmer and hosepipe 
bans becoming more common. 

It pays to think carefully 
about the plants you use in your 
garden. I have listed some 
“access friendly” plants, all of 
which are easy maintenance (see 
table below). 

The best advice I can give to 
disabled or non-disabled would- 
be gardeners is this: don’t be 
over-ambitious, start gradually 
and enjoy the careful 
preparation of whatever size 


plot you have access to. Good 
luck and enjoy! 


Quaking grass (Briza media) 


Golden oats (Stipa 
gigantea) — rustling plant 


Aspen (Populas tremula) — 
delicate, quivering foliage 


Yellow rattle (Rhinanthus 

minor) — rattling seed head. 
Also use plants with flowers 
that attract bees. Wind chimes 
and water also evoke sounds 


a SPR 


disabilitynow April 2007 


32 Comment 


« abnormally FUNNY 


NORL LD A 


. SUSAN FITZMAURICE 

* The US disability community is 
» asking serious questions about 
* the so-called Ashley Treatment’ 


Tanyalee Davis 
has a panic 
attack at the 
Little People 
convention 


y name is Tanyalee my husband and 


Davis and I stand at said: “Hurry up and 


get here... they are 
f**king 
EVERY WHERE!” 


Imagine walking 


36” tall. Ihave a 

form of dwarfism 
called diastrophic dysplasia 
which makes me kneecap 


friendly. I am married to a six into a 
foot man. It’s great because he room 
is nuts over me. and 
A few years ago we attended seeing 
our first national Little People 1,800 ¥ 


people that 
look like YOU. 
It’s overwhelming! I 


convention in San Francisco. (In 
the UK it’s called the 
“Restricted Growth 


a Vs, however, rather 


‘Imagine walking into a 
room and seeing 1,800 
people who look like you’ 


impressed that 
there was a three- 
wheeled scooter 
valet parking area. 

I noticed that 
most of us were 
that means). It turns out it was staying on the fourth 
the largest attendance they had floor. I figured out 
ever had. Eighteen hundred why... no one could 
reach the fifth floor 
button in the lift. One 
of the many 


Association”, whatever the hell 


little people from all over the 
world invaded this hotel. I 
walked into the hotel lobby 
alone and just about shat advantages to being a 
myself. I had a panic attack. I small person is that when 


went up to my room and rang needing to cut down on hotel 


On 18 ee hundreds of ee will t be coming 
to meet their MP at Central Hall, Westminster. They 
will be asking their MP to take action to end - 
po and discrimination for older people. 
Come and join us. 


The Just Equal Treatment campaign has been 
launched in response to the continued age 
discrimination that is faced by millions in the UK. 
We are calling for legislation to make sure that 
the poor treatment of anyone, simply because of 
their age, is against the law. 


For further details about the lobby day 
and the campaign, go to © 
www. helptheaged.org.uk/justequaltreatment | 27 
ee, 228 ee cna sar 


a 


costs it’s possible to fit eight 
adult dwarfs in a queen- 
sized bed. The more the 


\,®& merrier. When you are 


drunk on cough syrup 
_ who really 
y cares 
¥ — where you 
had pass out? 

There was 

a Jehovah’s 

Witness 

convention going on 
at the same time. 
§ The Jehovah’s are 
party animals! 
NOT! I was 
| pissed one night 
| and told my 
friends: “Let’s stay 
up all night,” so at 
6am we went 
around and started 
| banging on the 
Jehovah’s Witnesses’ 
doors. I swear all 
you could hear, 
peeking through the 
peep-hole, was: “I don’t see 
anyone.” Payback is a bitch! 

One of the evenings they had 
an awards banquet and | 
believe someone got a standing 
ovation. I figured it was a 
standing O because all of a 
sudden everyone got shorter. 
They had a dance every night. I 
think the DJ was screwing with 
us because every night he 
played YMCA by the Village 
People. Picture a thousand little 
people doing YMCA lower 
case!! Every time we did the 
“m” it looked like we were 
doing the butterfly stroke. 

The convention offered 
seminars, so we attended the 
“mixed couples” seminar. It 
turns out we are in an “inter- 
spatial” relationship. We also 
attended a pregnancy seminar 
because we don’t have 
children. I can have kids and I 
am in my 30s so I have this 
maternal drive kicking in. But 
I found a cure for the need to 
breed. I go down to 
McDonald’s play area at 
dinner time. I can feel my 
tubes tie themselves. Now 
THAT’S a happy meal! 

* For details of future 
Abnormally Funny People 
gigs, visit www.abnormally 
funnypeople.com 


shley X is a little girl in 
Ae US whose parents 
decided that her body 


did not match what they 
thought would make her most 
comfortable living with her 
disability. They authorized 
doctors to remove her uterus, 
her breast buds, and give her 
hormones to reduce her adult 
height and weight. 

In reviewing the American 
press and Ashley’s parents’ 
blog, the impression may be 
that the disability community 
has been silent, except for a 
few left-wing activists. 

In reality, more than 20 US 
disability rights organizations 
have issued statements of 
opposition. More than 100 
bloggers have posted their 
opposition, mostly disabled 
people and/or 
parents of 
disabled 
children. 

The US 
disability 
community 1s 
asking serious 
questions about the “Ashley 
Treatment”, which highlight 
deep issues and bias against 
people with disabilities. 

FRIDA (Feminist Response 
in Disability Activism), Not 
Dead Yet and ADAPT have 
demonstrated twice at the 
American Medical 
Association (AMA) 
headquarters in Chicago, 
insisting they meet with them 
to discuss the AMA’s position 
on the “Ashley Treatment”. 
They further demanded “a 
formal statement condemning 
the practice of growth 
attenuation procedures” and 
“supporting community- 
based supports”. 

The Washington State 
Protection and Advocacy 
System has begun an 
investigation “as to whether 
or not all of the requirements 
of applicable law were met”. 

Exceptional Parent 
Magazine in its statement 
asks “private foundations as 
well as federal and state 
agencies and departments to 
consider cutting off all grants 
to those hospitals or 
institutions that allow such 
procedures to take place”. 
Not Dead Yet “calls for a 
total ban on this procedure 
and similar ones, no matter 
what ethics committees think 
of them”. 


‘Over 20 US disability 
rights organizations 
have issued statements 
of opposition’ 


So far, more than 600 
people and 125 organizations 
across the world have signed a 
statement of solidarity. New 
signatures are added daily at 
www.ashleyx.info 

Disability activists ask 
what happened to home- 
based services and assistive 
technology. 

Why were Ashley’s doctors 
so ready to provide a medical 
solution to her needs? Where 
is the disability voice when 
making ethical decisions 
about a person with a 
disability? Forty members of 
an ethics committee approved 
these procedures, as requested 
by Ashley’s parents. None of 
these committee members has 
a disability. Research has 
repeatedly demonstrated that 
people without 
disabilities 
assess the 
quality of life 
of those with 
disabilities 
much lower 
than those 
same people assess their own 
quality of life. 

Shouldn’t ethics 
committees include people 
with disabilities, especially 
when the person’s quality of 
life with a disability is being 
discussed? Who speaks for 
Ashley, as she cannot speak 
for herself? No-one 
represented Ashley before this 
committee, other than her 
parents and her doctors. 

Douglas Diekema, a 
member of the ethics 
committee, reasoned: “We 
said yes, because the parents 
convinced us it was in fact in 
this little girl’s best interests.” 

Shouldn’t Ashley have been 
represented by a person who 
was not going to benefit from 
the outcome of any treatment 
she received? 

Many disability activists in 
Europe and the US hope 
Article 17 of the UN 
Convention on the Rights of 
Persons with Disabilities will 
prevent future Ashleys: “Every 
person with disabilities has a 
right to respect for his or her 
physical and mental integrity 
on an equal basis with 
others.” The USA and 
Canada are hesitant to sign. 
Why? Ashley X raises 
questions without answers — 
at least not answers that 
everyone can agree upon. 


Susan works in US local government to enforce disability laws 
and is a grassroots disability activist in her spare time 
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1987-2007: television in the dock 


lan Macrae says the representation of disabled people on TV was better 20 years ago, with 


all-pervasive, and few programmes meeting minority needs. But Channel 4’s Alison Walsh s 


“freak-show TV” now 


ays disabled people 


are Now everywhere in mainstream programmes whereas Specialist strands once kept them out of sight and mind 


‘Now we have the 
mythical boy with an 
arse for a face and 
his equivalents’ 

fe For those who’re 
hung up on the 
issue of the 
portrayal of 

AS disabled people 

(of whom I’m not one), one of 
the holy grails for TV 
producers has long been a 
disabled character in 
Eastenders. 

They either don’t know, have 
forgotten or choose to ignore 


that, way back when, there were 
two high-profile disabled 
characters in a top soap which 
was regularly watched at prime 
time by 18 million viewers. 

Pm talking Crossroads here 
and wheelchair-user Sandy, a 
character who became disabled 
when his actor did, and Benny 
Hawkins, played by Paul Henry, 
who, as far as I’m aware, didn’t 
actually have learning 
disabilities. Where are there any 
characters like them now? So 
deep in the national 
consciousness was Benny that 
his name became the nickname 
the British military used for 
Falkland Islanders during the 
conflict. The only 
contemporary who could claim 
to be anywhere near so well- 
integrated into her small 
community is Balamory’s Penny 


Pocket, but we’re going to have 
to wait a while for any dividend 
she may bring to wider society, 
given her three- to seven-year- 
old target audience. 

Turning over to factual telly, 
where once we had Link on 
ITV, Same Difference and Sign 
On on Channel 4, and From the 
Edge and other output from the 
BBC’s disability programmes 
unit on the Beeb, now we have 
the mythical boy with an arse 
for a face and his equivalents on 
what can only be described as 
freak-show TV, with only See 
Hear remaining as a last vestige 
of programming which 
genuinely represents and meets 
the needs of a disabled and 
cultural minority. 

And even back in the 90s 
when, comparatively speaking, 
there were loads of disabled 
people on TY, research indicated 
that we made up a measly 0.02 
per cent of contributors to 
shows. I shudder to think what 
that figure would be now. Low 
enough clearly for the 
appearance of a blind person on 
How Clean Is Your House to be 
worth remarking on. And that 
decline is only matched by the 
comparative numbers of 
disabled people working in the 
television industry. Interesting 
that, eh. 

Ian Macrae, a disabled 
programme-maker working 
at the BBC 


KEY NO 


ANDY RICKELL 
The government must mind its language or face protests 


he meaning of words is 
ik important. And it is 

over the interpretation of 
some words that many 
disabled people, particularly 
those associated with 
organisations run by disabled 
people, have become angry. 

The prime minister’s 
strategy unit’s report, 
Improving the Life Chances of 
Disabled People, is a truly 
historical document in the 
evolution of UK government 
policy about disability. 

It was the first document 
based squarely on the 
principles and philosophy of 
the disabled people’s 
movement — of “independent 
living”, the “social model of 
disability”, and the 
importance of the leadership 
of disabled people. 

So disabled people have 
been telling me how shocked 


they are by the tone of a 
consultation on implementing 
a crucial recommendation of 
the report: that by 2010, every 
area should have a user-led 
organisation modelled on 
centres for independent living. 
Despite concerns over the 


‘The really big issue is 
around the definition of a 
“user-led organisation” 
SS a ek ee 


way the consultation is being 
run by the Department of 
Health, the really big issue is 
around the definition of a 
“user-led organisation”. The 
government is considering a 
definition which includes 
parents, carers and other non- 
disabled “users” of health and 
social care services. 

This would undermine the 
crucial role of disabled 


‘Programme makers are 
instead concentrating 
on good casting 
regardless of disability’ 


Disabled people 
have broken out 
of the ghetto and 
into the Big 
SS Brother house 
(Pete Bennett, above). We’ re 
looking for love (Truly Madly 
Deeply), preparing for work 
(The Strangest Hotel in Britain), 
raising families (Extraordinary 
Families, Wife Swap, Aged 12 
and Looking after the Family), 
cooking with Gordon Ramsay, 
hoovering with Kim and Aggie; 
we're belting out songs on 
Operatunity and X Factor; we’re 
in game shows, magic shows, 
chat shows, comedy, sport, 
drama... and amateur porn 


(The Darker Side of Porn). 


people’s own organisations, 
and threaten the funding of 
such self-run groups. It would 
back-track on Life Chances, 
which states clearly that 
“user-led” means “local 
organisations, run and 
controlled by disabled people”. 
So there is no room for doubt. 

Apparently, the government 
is still open to views on this 
issue, so please make them 
known. I hope they will stick 
to defining user-led as 
“organisations run and 
controlled by disabled 
people”. Otherwise, I predict a 
major protest by disabled 
people’s organisations. 

Finally, there will be a 
public launch of Lord Ashley’s 
independent living bill in 
parliament on 20 June. More 
information will follow, but 
put it in your diary. See you 
there! 


SSS 


Andy is executive director for diversity, politics and planning at Scope 


CHANNEL 4 


Disabled reporters, presenters 
and experts are talking about 
non-disability issues — Tom 
Shakespeare (Election Unspun), 
Alasdair Palmer (who has MS) 
on 30 Minutes, Frank Gardner 
on BBC News, expert pig- 
breeder Christine on The F 
Word, presenter Gillian 
MckKeith (who has scoliosis) on 
You Are What You Eat. 

Of course, we need more. 
Many more disabled actors, 
more presenters. But what we 
don’t need is to turn the clock 
back. Twenty years ago 
disability programmes were a 
way into the media for disabled 
people and provided a platform 
for disability politics when there 
were big battles over civil rights. 
But specialist programmes “by 
and for” disabled people 
reinforced the idea we were a 
different species. 


Gleneagles 


Conversions Ltd 


Years of specialist disability 
strands kept us out of sight and 
out of mind. They also fostered 
a reverence for disabled people, 
a fear of causing offence by any 
portrayal other than the 
relentlessly positive. This 
attitude lingers in some dusty 
quarters, but in the last few 
years there has been a real sense 
of liberation, with programme 
makers concentrating instead on 
good casting, regardless of 
disability, and good honest 
programme-making that shows 
disabled people in all their 
diversity, warts and all. 

More and more programmes 
feature disabled people doing 
stuff like anyone else. A recent 3 
Minute Wonder was taken up 
with two mouths kissing. In 
voice-over a bloke talks about 
scoring a girl in a nightclub. 
Next he’s telling us he fell 
through a glass roof five years 
ago, 1s in a wheelchair, and sex is 
great but it’s nice to express 
feelings in a different way... 

One viewer called this “three 
minutes of kissing rubbish”. | 
call it a small, but perfectly 
formed, example of seamless 
disability inclusion, and I 
wouldn’t swap that (or the 
moment Pete emerged 
triumphant from the Big 
Brother house) for a time- 
travelling return to 1987. 
Alison Walsh, editorial 
manager, disability, Channel 4 


Scotland’s 
Premier Specialist 
Vehicle Converter 


95 Bonnygate, Cupar, Fife KY15 4LG. 


01334 65772 
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The ONE STOP MOBILITY SHOP 
for the Disabled Driver & 
Disabled Passenger 


www.gleneaglesconversions.co.uk 
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etters to the 


Editor 


Send your letters to the acting editor, John Pring, Disability Now, 6 Market 
Road, London N7 9PW, minicom: 020 7619 7332, fax: 020 7619 7331, 
email: editor@disabilitynow.org.uk. Please include your telephone number. 


Appalling, or a good laugh? 


In reference to ‘Top Gear Under 
Fire’ (DN, March, page 5), J 
should like to acknowledge my 
disappointment both in its 
positioning and the small space 
afforded to this crucial issue. 

As a long-standing member 
of Headway (the brain injury 
charity) and a survivor of brain 
injury, I found it hard to believe 
that Headway’s formal 
complaint to the BBC could be 
portrayed in such a seemingly 
trivial way, relegated to page five 
and given five short paragraphs. 
Surely the real issue was the 
BBC’s handling of this complex 
issue? Jeremy Clarkson and 
James May, presenters of Top 
Gear, should never have been 
allowed to pass comment on 
medical matters of which they 
are ignorant. Head injury is one 
of the UK’s key killers. It is the 
BBC and DN’s responsibility to 
provide accurate medical 
information. 

On viewing Richard 
Hammond’s miraculous return 
to driving and walking, which 
few brain injury survivors share, 
I was appalled that his entry into 


the studio received tumultuous 
applause. What right have the 
BBC got to show this? Is it not 
offering an unfair and 
misleading picture of brain 
injury? 

Jessica Grugeon, Bedford 


I write with regard to the Top 
Gear story (DN, March, page 5). 
Come on people, stop 
whingeing about everything. It is 
a light-hearted programme that 
gives lots of people the chance to 
have a good laugh. I’m sure 
nothing was deliberately put in 
to upset people, but are we 
taking all this PC stuff too far? 
My wife is brain-damaged 
(cannot talk/eat/drink/use her 
arms and legs and is blind), but 
can hear and responds to me 
laughing. I can tell a lot of 
stories relating to what people 
say about Gill when I take her 
out in her special wheelchair. 
What do we do? We laugh (Gill 
raises her eyebrows and smirks). 
My outlook is take each day 
as it comes and so we enjoy life. 
PC —the world has gone mad! 
Norman Taylor, Neath 


DESIGN matters 


QUALITY KITCHENS << EXPERT DESIGN 


3 


A qualified designer who is also disabled will make all 
the difference to the design of your accessible kitchen 


Design Matters provides a comprehensive design, supply and 
installation service for individuals, OTs and others with a 
responsibility for access. We create kitchens that are purpose-built 
to the needs of each individual client. Which means we supply 
kitchens where abilities really can flourish. 


Adam Thomas, a wheelchair user since 1981, has 
been designing kitchens for 26 years. He designed 
both kitchens at Stoke Mandeville Hospital, at the 
DLF, and at the SIA headquarters. With over 300 
designs to his credit, he can bring extensive 
professional knowledge, experience and insight to 


your project. 


Design Matters - accessible design, by and for disabled people 


Visit our fully accessible showroom with easy parking just off J3 or 4 of the M40: 
Aries House, Straight Bit, Flackwell Heath, High Wycombe, Bucks, HP10 9NB 
Tel: 01628 531584 Fax: 01628 532389 Web Site: www.dmkbb.co.uk 


Poverty: both ends of the scale 


I read your report (DN, March, 
The Poverty Files) with interest. 
I’m disabled, CP, 58, and live 
with my able-bodied 18-year- 
old daughter who attends sixth- 
form college. I spend every 
evening in front of the TV. 

The licence fee is a great 
worry, as are the quarterly 
phone bills of over £100. If I do 
go out it’s during the day, 
meeting a friend for coffee who 
kindly pays, which makes me 
feel guilty. 

I haven’t been on holiday 
since I was a kid. If it wasn’t for 
her friends’ parents, my 
daughter would never have had 
a holiday. A £2 rise every April 
doesn’t really help, even if it’s 
better than a kick in the bum! 

I didn’t ask to be born 
disabled, or have a “crap” 
education and be disallowed a 
“decent” job. Nor did any other 
disabled human being, yet we 
are classed as unworthy to be 
given a decent amount to live 
on, and not allowed the £200 
winter fuel payment. 

Name and address supplied 


The DN investigation into 
poverty is doing a very good job 
of highlighting issues many of 
us face, but does not show the 
positive side. The effect was to 
portray life as troublesome for 
disabled people. My own 
experience is far more positive. 
I have a progressive, rare, 
incurable brain disease known 
as cerebellar ataxia. As at 
February, my monthly income 
was £637, with incapacity 
benefit of £347, income support 
of £123.40 (electricity payments 
of £43.40 are deducted directly), 


DLA (medium care) of £166.60, 
and DLA (high mobility) paid 
directly to Motability. I receive 
100 per cent housing benefit and 
council tax benefit. 

My monthly outgoings are: 
rent £0; council tax £0; car costs 
£0 (except for petrol); gas £0 (I 
use halogen heaters — no gas); 
electricity (deducted from 
income support); creditors £0 
(all debts frozen by Citizen’s 
Advice Bureau (CAB)); 
broadband internet 8G wireless 
unlimited with roaming support 
£38; gym membership £18.40; 
contents insurance £10.23; 
water rates £20.72; telephone 
£21.50; TV licence £11.38. Total 
monthly outgoings are £120.21. 
This leaves £516.79 for travel, 
sundries and food. 

I find this to be plenty. I do 
not smoke or drink alcohol. 

In 2004, I decided to stop 
working. I wound up my 
business and sold off my stock. 

This left me £5,000 in debt. 
My GP gave me a sick-note for 
life and recommended that I see 
a Citizen’s Advice counsellor. I 
continued to have regular 
appointments with CAB until 
2005. The counsellor helped me 
through the bureaucracy of 
applying for benefits. My aunt, 
incidentally, started receiving 
DLA at “low care, higher 
mobility” 10 years later than 
myself. So I estimate CAB saved 
me at least £6,000. 

I became a “debt client” with 
CAB, which means they take 
control of your finances. It is 
their principle that, if you are 
living solely on state benefits, 
there is no spare money. Thus, 
CAB requested the debts be 


suspended. This action affected 
my credit-rating adversely, but 
freed me from financial burdens. 

I now live in rural Dorset in a 
sheltered bungalow. Since 
moving in two years ago, the 
council and housing association 
have installed a wheelchair 
ramp, a seated shower, anti-slip 
flooring and grab-rails. Shortly, 
all my doorways will be 
widened for my wheelchair. 

I get a brand new car every 
three years from Motability. 
Currently, I have a convertible 
MG roadster, which I intend to 
drive around Europe this year. 

I am studying for a degree 
with the Open University, which 
is free. I also have a specially 
built laptop, worth £5,000, 
from a disabled students 
allowance, as well as £600 per 
year for study support. I attend 
the local leisure centre 
frequently. I have a subsidised 
membership. Exercise seems to 
be slowing the rate of 
progression of ataxia. I whole- 
heartedly agree that a 
connected PC is not a luxury, 
but essential. I would say that it 
is a human right for disabled 
people and it places me ona 
more even keel with able-bodied 
folk. Easy purchasing and rapid 
delivery save me visiting my 
inaccessible high street. Online 
shopping and visiting 
superstores is easy and cheaper. 

People who live on benefits 
should not pay extortionate 
bank fees and interest. I implore 
people to use all their skills and 
be prepared to accept help. CAB 
will improve virtually anybody’s 
circumstances, at no cost. 
Shaun Bond, Dorset 


Michael Boyd refers to 
registration for workers 
employed through direct 
payments (DN, March, page 37). 
The General Social Care 
Council believes the benefits of 
registration in driving up 
standards, increasing public 
protection and raising the status 
of social care workers, should 


Registration benefits are clear 


be more widely available. We are 
aware this is a group that needs 
to be considered for registration. 
However, we have yet to reach 
a view or offer advice to 
government. We will do so after 
carrying out full consultation 
with the sector. 
Lynne Berry, chief executive, 
General Social Care Council 


Cost of repairs was deflating 


The Friday before last I had a 
flat front tyre on my manual 
wheelchair. The pump was not 
successful and it needed an 
inner tube. Our house faces the 
primary school playing field, 
and opposite the front of the 
school is a showroom and shop 
of disability aids. 

The distance as the crow flies 
is about 200 metres, but by road 
about quarter of a mile and the 
chap said he would come the 
next day and fit one. It took 
him three minutes to come and 
10 minutes to change it. The 


callout charge was £25, labour 
was £10 and the inner tube just 
over £8, which meant I paid a 
total of £43. This was net of 
VAT and still constitutes most 
of my DLA for the week. 

The job took about 15 
minutes, so he rates himself £40 
an hour! It is the first time in 
years that this has happened. I 
did once get a hawthorn in my 
scooter wheel, but the cycle 
shop chap repaired it for a very 
small sum. What do your 
readers think of this? 
Elizabeth Thompson, by email 


Embedded prejudice 


The publication of the 
Equalities Review is a necessary 
reminder that there is still a 
long way to go before we live in 
a truly equal society. 

The finding that disabled 
people are one of the three most 
disadvantaged groups in the 
labour market is sadly 
unsurprising. If trends 
continue, the discrimination 
disabled people face in finding 
employment may never be 
eliminated. A report by leading 
disability charity Leonard 
Cheshire found disabled job 
applicants in Scotland are twice 
as likely to be refused an 
interview as similarly qualified 
non-disabled applicants. 

This embedded prejudice 
must be tackled urgently if we 
are to see a more equal society. 
Leonard Cheshire believes the 
government must do more to 
change employers’ negative 
attitudes to increase the number 
of disabled people in work. 
John Knight, head of policy, 
Leonard Cheshire 
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Walsall scheme cha 


Your article (“Grants could be 
easter’, DN Extra, February, 
page 4) rightly points out some 
of the potential areas of 
difficulty in the government 
consultation paper on the 
future of disabled facilities 
grants (DFG). 

However, there is a lot more 
that warrants careful attention. 

Perhaps the most 
encouraging aspect of the 
document is its attempt to take 
a whole systems approach and 
bring the possibility of moving 
home firmly into the funding 
equation. The proposals for 
increasing the grant limit are 
also to be welcomed. 

On the other hand, there is a 
danger that in relaxing the ring 
fence around DFG, money will 
be spent on other housing 
programmes. 

Most importantly, there is 
no intention of changing the 
mandatory nature of the grant. 
This is crucial and should 
safeguard the interests of grant 
recipients, though only if they 
are aware of their rights. The 
importance of providing 
accurate, impartial and free 
information and advice cannot 
be overstated. 

From my experience, it is 
where disabled people take the 
lead and services are designed 
with the full participation of 


om 


A WAHS development 


their organisations that the 
most dramatic improvements 
are made. 

This is the case with the 
Walsall Adapted Housing 
Service (WAHS), which 
incorporates a disability 
housing register,and has had a 
major impact since its launch 
last September. 

This service has not only 
changed disabled people’s lives 
for the better by re-housing 
them more quickly, it has also 
saved significant sums for the 
housing, welfare and health 


sector partners (one move alone 


saved over £55,000). 

By bringing together all the 
key players, addressing all the 
current agendas and most 
importantly providing a single 
point of contact for all, WAHS 
has made a real difference in 
the local community. 

J Virginia Shaw, Grunden 
consulting 


nges lives 


Have your say and join others chatting at www.disabilitynow.org.uk 


Is disability a barrier to dating? 


It’s all very well to talk about love and romance, and it’s good to see 
that people have found them, but we should be careful not to 
discount the fact that there are plenty of disabled people out there 
who like the idea of being able to have casual sex just as others do. 
Practising casual sex doesn’t mean one has to give up on 
expecting to be treated with respect, and sometimes, when people 
click in the right way, it’s nice to have the option of agreeing to try it 
again some time or even to turn it into a relationship. 
Jennie Kermode 


My disability happened eight years ago at 34 and I had to adapt to 
the change in circumstances. I started going to the local rock clubs. 
When people get to know you, they don’t seem to notice disability. 
geoffas 


Some people just can’t accept disabilities. They don’t understand 
them, and they don’t want to. That doesn’t mean they’re bad 
people, but I’'d have a very hard time being with somebody who 
couldn’t deal with it. 1am worried about whoever I find feeling they 
need to help me a lot. For that reason I don’t think anybody who 
only wants a casual relationship would be with me anyway. 

Joe Bonnamassa 


My wife has spina bifida. When we met I was playing rugby, cricket 
and football. I did marathons, and was very fit. I was 6ft tall and only 
weighed nine stone. Then one day in a club I met this blonde, blue- 
eyed slim girl with spina bifida. Six weeks later we were married, 
now have two kids, five grand-kids, and have been married 36 years. 
So if you are not out in the community you are not going to meet 
anyone. So go to a pub, club, or whatever and you never know. 
Robert 


At February’s open debate 
on equal opportunities in 
Edinburgh, representatives 
from equality groups across 
Scotland met to talk about 
progress, and set out future 
aims. 

Backchat was touched to 
see them put aside their 
differences, and work 
together towards a more 
equal nation. 

Unfortunately, when it 
came to lunch, the room 
visibly split, each 
representative making a 
beeline for their own set. 

There was the disability 
group in one corner, a bit to 
the left was the gay, bisexual 
and transgender camp, with 
further on some of the more 
conservative religious leaders. 

Hopefully, this is not 
representative of integration 
in modern Scotland... 

Such was the failure of the 
various groups to bond over 
the pizza slices and scotch 
eggs that the afternoon’s 
debate was much more 
heated than in the morning. 

Maybe some of them 
missed MSP Jackie Baillie’s 
speech before the debate. 
One of her main themes? 
Working together... 


eee 


wheelchair access vehicles are about to change forever. 


the countdown has started 


WA -ESVYoLwWrTicom 


www.wav-evolution.co.uk 
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36 Share your problems 


Dear Rachel @& 


®@ love and loneliness ® personal problems ® advice and support 


Rachel Wilson, who is disabled herself, has spent many years advising 
on disability matters. Write to her at Disability Now, 6 Market Road, 
London N7 9PW or email your problem to editor@disabilitynow.org.uk 


- 18. 


ae 


A hotel’s obligations 


arlier this year, my daugh- 
Fc and I went for a week- 

end away. When we got to 
the hotel, which had no lift, we 
were told that, according to the 
fire service, my daughter’s 
wheelchair could not be taken 
upstairs. The manager said I 
should have mentioned the 
wheelchair when I booked. 
Jane, address not supplied 


Since October 2004, providers 
of goods and services have been 
obliged to remove barriers to 
physical access to their premises 
for disabled people. Fire regula- 
tions also require a safe means 
of escape. The hotel should 
have made sure they had some- 
thing like an EvacChair avail- 
able to help disabled people 
downstairs in the event of a fire 
and, since they are a hotel, 
should either have had a lift (or 
stairlift) allowing wheelchair 
access to the bedrooms, or an 
accessible bedroom downstairs. 
A hotel cannot oblige you to 
disclose your daughter is a 
wheelchair-user before booking, 
though it may make things easi- 


Do you have concerns 
about medical treatment 
received by you or a 
family member? 


er for you. The National 
Accessibility Scheme, begun in 
1993, classifies accommodation 
in one of three categories 
according to accessibility. 

For more details, contact 
Holiday Care, which publishes 
regional access. guides. 
Accessibility information is also 
on the Visit Britain website. 
© Holiday Care Information 
Line, tel: 0845 124 9971; 

Visit Britain, 

visit www.visitbritain.com; 
Tourism For All, visit 
www.tourismforall.org.uk 


Laser for lazy eye? 
*m in my late 20s with multi- 
ple sclerosis and live in south 
London. For years I’ve suf- 

fered with headaches, blurred 

vision and dizziness due to a 

lazy/crossed right eye. 

I heard my problem could be 
corrected by laser surgery, but 
as I live solely on state benefits I 
would find it impossible. How 
could I go about getting the 
laser eye surgery on the NHS? 
Alaine, by email 


Your GP can advise whether 


Foot Anstey are recognised as a leading firm in the 
investigation of medical negligence claims. We hold 
a franchise with the Legal Services Commission which 
enables us to offer Legal Aid in appropriate circumstances. 
Alternate methods of funding are also available. 


If you have any concerns regarding medical treatment 
received please call our specialist team of lawyers 
who can provide advice and support. 


laser eye surgery is appropriate, 
or likely to be effective. Then 
your GP can advise as to 
whether these are available 
through the NHS. 


Right to roam 


ur question concerns 
@ mobility motoring. Our 

daughter, aged 43, lives in 
a local authority home about 15 
minutes from us. We have her 
home every weekend and she is 
taken to theatres and cinemas 
in the week by my husband and 
myself, and on holidays. She 
has to use a wheelchair, but can 
walk a few steps. She also has 
slight learning difficulties. 

We were wondering whether 
my husband could obtain a car 
under the Motability car con- 
tract hire. Although Jane does 
not live with us we give a great 
deal of input. The home does 
not have the staff to take resi- 
dents out and has no minibus. 

The home informs us that 
her benefits are dealt with by 
the local authority. We believe 
she receives the top mobility 
allowance. 


Jackie, Solihull 


Abd. 
Foot Anstey 7” 


$10 Lei Cal FO, Res 


For further information or to arrange an appointment please contact 
0845 111 4008 or email: medical @foot-ansteys.co.uk 


www. foot-ansteys.co.uk 
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legal solutions for life 


How to cut a dash ~ 


readily available are black funeral and boys’ ties. Not my style. 


| have RA and am finding it difficult to tie a tie. The only ones 


I would be grateful for help as I look dashing in a suit and tie! 


John, by email 


I have two suggestions. The first is to contact the Disabled Living 
Foundation (DLF). It has both a telephone helpline and produces 
a fact sheet on specialist clothing services around the country. 
The fact sheet is free and can be requested either through its 
helpline or viewed on the web. This may include details of a sup- 
plier that can convert standard ties to clip-ons. 

I know at least one retailer that produces a more varied range 
of clip-ons. The online Tie Warehouse offers 50 different clip-on 
ties in both plain and patterned styles, all designed for adults — 
boys’ ties are listed separately. Orders by phone are possible. 

e DLE tel: 0845 130 9177, textphone: 020 7432 8009, or email: 
advice@dlforguk, visit: www.dlforguk. Tie Warehouse, visit: 
www.tiewarehouse.co.uk, or tel: 0800 197 4254 


If your daughter receives the 
higher rate mobility component 
of disability living allowance 
and that money is not account- 
ed for, she is entitled to apply 
for a car through the Motability 
scheme. If she receives her DLA 
in her own name, then the car 
would be hers, but there is no 
reason why your husband could 
not drive it. 

I would suggest that if you 
are uncertain of your daughter’s 
benefits status, you check with 
the local authority. You might 
also like to ring Motability for 
further details of how to make 
an application or support your 
daughter in doing so. 

e Motability Operations, City 
Gate House, 22 Southwark 
Bridge Road, London SE1 9HB, 
tel: 0845 456 4566 (opening 
hours: §.30am-5.30pm Mon- 
Fri), textphone: 0845 675 0009, 
or visit www.motability.co.uk 


Protecting privacy 

am in supported living, and I 
| feel that my support group is 

breaking the law. I am forced 
to talk about my money each 
week. I have been to the highest 
level of the group and that was 
no help. Do support workers 
have a right to look at bank 
statements and force people to 
close bank accounts? I feel I 
have lost all my independence. 
Paul, via email 


The whole point of supported 
living is to support you in 
retaining your independence, 
not to force you into sharing 
private information. 

The place where you live 
should have a complaints proce- 
dure. You should ask to see a 
copy. Since you say that people 
in the group have not listened to 
you then your next step would 
be to raise your concern with 
the organisation responsible for 
where you live (housing associa- 
tion, voluntary organisation or 
social services). If this still does- 
n’t work, and you are funded by 
your local authority to live in 
supported accommodation, you 


should complain to them. You 
can also raise your concerns 
with the Commission for Social 
Care Inspection, which holds a 
register of all services providing 
social care. You might also like 
to contact the Disability Rights 
Commission helpline. 

© Commission for Social 

Care Inspection, tel: 

0845 015 0120, textphone: 

0845 015 2255, email: 
enquiries@csci.gsi.gov.uk; 
Disability Rights Commission 
helpline, tel: 08457 622 633, 
textphone: 08457 622 644, 
8am-Spm, Mon-Fri 


Accessible holidays 

My thanks go to readers who 
contacted me to let me know 
of holiday accommodation 
near Broadstairs which has a 
hoist. Strode Park Holiday 
Bungalows is about a mile 
from Herne Bay. Similar 
thanks to those who respond 
to other items. 

@ Strode Park Holiday 
Bungalows, tel: 01227 373292, 
email: info@strodepark.org.uk, 
or visit: www.strodepark.org.uk 


Help at 
“4 the end 
"= of the 
phone 


me 4 - " 

—\\ 
DN’s telephone counsellor 
Lin Berwick gives disabled 
people and carers advice and 
support on personal and 
spiritual problems. Disabled 
herself, Lin is a psycho- 
therapeutic counsellor and 
Methodist local preacher, 
with a postgraduate diploma 
in homeopathic medicine. 
If you have something you 
need to discuss in 
confidence, talk to her on 
Mondays 6pm-10pm and 
Thursdays Ipm-Spm, 
tel: 01787 882 111. 


_—_—_—— SSS SSS 
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ASK THE READERS 


Has anyone had any success in persuading 
supermarkets to enforce disabled parking 
bays? They rarely react to abuse of bays So 
there is a need for a different approach 


Cinema made effort 
ot with a supermarket 

iN but I did with a local 
cinema. 

All the bays outside the front 
door were always full with non- 
badge holders. I bombarded the 
manager with faxes. 

Within weeks the bays had 
been repainted, warning 
stickers were put on bollards 
and wheel-clamping became 
the norm. I was very 
impressed. 


jill 


Working to own rules 

es I did get a response. 
Yi had the regulations 

spouted to me. If you are 
given a ticket for not showing 
your blue badge on a private 
parking bay like Tesco or Asda 
it is normally illegal for the 
company to do this, although a 
supermarket can also use its 
own rules. 

Tesco and Asda have stated 
that disability can also mean 
short-term disability like a 
person breaking a leg. They also 
would not stop the elderly who 


struggle to walk a long way. 
Robert 


Clamping was effective 
run a small clamping firm. 

At the end of the day we are 

protecting people’s parking 
spaces that they legally own. 

I was sub-contracted to 
patrol Tesco in Slough. We 
erected clear warning signs that 
if you parked in a disabled bay 
without displaying a disabled 
badge you would be clamped. 
We clamped about 150 
offenders the first week and 
only 20 by week five. 

Unfortunately Tesco put a 
stop to it and there are once 
again a lot of offenders. 

Brett Clark 


NEXT MONTH’S QUESTION: 
“Does anyone have any advice 
for a single disabled man 
looking for a date? What are the 
best ways to meet someone?2” 
Send your answers and your 
own questions to “Ask The 
Readers” at Disability Now at 
the usual address or email: 
editor@disabilitynow.org.uk 


pring is in the air, at last. 
S Clocks go forward and 

minds turn to romance 
and sex. Or do they? It is 
certainly true for many of us 
that those longer warmer days 
make aching bones and muscles 
a little less troublesome. And 
with this extra energy, what will 
we do with ourselves? 

Have some of you given up 
ever meeting someone special? 
Or abandoned hope of ever 
regaining or establishing a 
fulfilling sex life? It may be a 
cliché that men are after sex 
whilst women want intimacy, 
but in the end we both really 
want the same. Of course, it is 
not always that simple and the 
traditional roles do still persist. 
When it comes to sex, it seems 
we are a bit of a conservative 
lot compared to our non- 
disabled peers, according to the 
DN sex survey at least. 

Perhaps this is one of our 
difficulties, and not just for 
disabled people, but also for 
many socially and sexually 
excluded people. The less 
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SIMON SAYS 


It's tough dealing with the blows to Self-esteem, but it is only 
by getting out there that we find out what is possible 


experience you have of meeting, 
socialising, dating and 
exploring your sexuality, the 
more rigid and fixed your views 
become, and also the less 
confident you feel. 

We hope for the perfect 
partner, who will make us feel 
wonderful and happy. This 
fantasy can get so fixed in our 
minds that we don’t consider or 


‘As a disabled person 
you may face rejection 
49 times out of 50, not 
four out of five’ 
ESE a eS ELE 


even see anyone else as suitable. 
For most people, this is an ideal 
that changes as we gain 
experience in real relationships. 
We slowly modify our desires 
and ideal to fit the real world of 
real people. But if you stay 
away from relationships, either 
by choice or by exclusion, you 
may never move beyond fantasy. 
For all the problems in 
dating, the pains, and inevitable 
rejections, it is only by getting 


out there that you can find 
what is possible. But to those 
who say we all face rejection, 
non-disabled as well as 
disabled, it is worth accepting 
that as a disabled person you 
may have to deal with rejection 
49 times out of 50, not four out 
of five! It’s tough to deal with 
that and still keep a positive 
self-image, and still believe that 
you are and can be interesting 
to be with, sexy and loving, 

The truth is there are 
problems for non-disabled 
people when being with us. To 
deny this would be stupid. 
They will experience prejudice 
from some friends and family. If 
they live with us they are likely 
to be seen by the authorities as 
our carers, not our lovers. It 
varies from person to person 
and by no means should it be 
an excuse to avoid relationships. 
After all, we can also bring a 
wealth of life skills and insights 
into what is really important in 
life that many non-disabled 
people spend a lifetime 
learning. Or not! 


Send your relationship questions to “Simon says” at the usual postal address or email: 


editor@disabilitynow.org.uk 


VW Transporters & Caravelles 
Mercedes Vitos 

Kangoo & Berlingo models 
Trafic & Vanette Cargo models 


2005 05 VW T5 Versa, 27,000 miles, A/C, Ramp 
2005 05 Chairman Ford Connect TDi, 2,700 miles 

2004 53 Trafic Versa, Ramp, 18,000 miles, A/C 

2003 Expert HDi, 6 seats, chair side ramp 

2001 51 Brotherwood Sharan 2.0, Auto, 15,000 miles 
2001 Y Toyota Hiace 2.4D, Ramp, 47,000 miles 

2001 Y Brotherwood Berlingo, 30,000 miles 

2001 Y Voyager TD Chairman, A/C etc 

2000 W Caravelle LWB TDi for 2 wheelchairs 

2000 W VW 1.9TDi Transporter, Ramp 

2000 W Suzuki Wagon R, by Jubilee Group 

1999 T Master 2.2D, Ramp, 2 owners, 37,000 miles 
1998 R Sharan 1.9 TDi, Automotive group, 60,000 miles 
Brotherwood Sharan — Galaxy — Alhambra models. 
Toyota Previas by Automotive Group 


£14,250 


£10,995 
£16,995 
£7,750 
£7,995 
£13,750 
£9,995 
£6,750 
£5,495 
£7,495 
£7,495 
Choice of 12 
Choice of 3 
Choice of 7 
Choice of 4 
Choice of 15 
Choice of 9 


GOOD QUALITY PRIVATE VEHICLES PURCHASED 


* HIRE * 


£12,250 Bie 


CLARKE MOBILITY LTD 


WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE VEHICLES BOR SALE 


Offering the biggest and widest choice of over 100 
wheelchair accessible vehicles available in the UK Today 


CHOICE QUALITY & SERVICE 
FROM A DEDICATED TEAM BUILT UP OVER 10 YRS 


wm 


Phone Now 01634 243596 — 01622 793079 — 07801 832162 
www.gfclarke.com 
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Dance K 
a 
Angels of Incidence 
Scottish Dance Theatre 


he Scottish Dance 
Theatre (SDT) is 
opening its spring 


season with a premiere of 
three new dance productions, 
including Adam Benjamin’s 
Angels of Incidence, which 
teams up 10 SDT dancers 
with four international 
disabled guest dancers. 

This contemporary piece 
explores the effect of chance 
meetings on people’s 
everyday lives. It begins with 
two dancers on stage and then 
gradually introduces others, 
culminating in an uplifting 
and exhilarating finale. 

The show is a sophisticated 
mixture of flowing, sculptural 
interactions, in which 
wheelchairs are flawlessly 
combined with the dancers 
and music, into beautiful 
hypnotic movements. 

There is a weak point 
when moving images are 
projected onto a huge screen 
as Caroline Bowditch looks 
up from below: this slows 
down the momentum of 


where they move across the 


whole performance has 


Sculptural interaction: The Scottish Dance Theatre’s interactive performance of Adam Benjamin’s 
Angels of Incidence explores the effect of chance meetings on everyday lives 


will integrate disabled 


What’s on 


Theatre 


Lung Ha’s theatre 
company’s latest show is 
Arlecchino’s Revenge, 
which will be showing in 
Scotland in April. It is 
about a troupe of travelling 
players who steal into a 
town where laughter is 
forbidden. It features music 
from Paragon Ensemble. 
Lung Ha’s includes people 
with learning difficulties. 

e@ Traverse Theatre, 
Edinburgh, 5-7 April. From 
£4.50. Tel: 0131 228 1404, 
www.traverse.co.uk 
Tramway Theatre, 
Glasgow, 13-14 April. From 
£4. Tel: 0845 330 3501, 
www.tramway.org 

Lung Ha’s: tel: 0131 447 
8496, www.lunghas.co.uk 


Exhibitions 


Theatre Resource is 
launching Tales from the 
Boarders, which showcases 
the educational experiences 
of disabled people. From 
28 April. In Chipping 
Ongar, Essex, and later, on 
tour. 

@ Tel: 01277 365626, 


textphone: 01277 365003, 
www.theatre- 
resource.org.uk 


performers and make such 

specially commissioned pieces 

a more common occurrence. 
Caroline Grevers 


the dance and is not a stage together with great obviously been choreographed 
feeling. 
Not all the disabled 


dancers are wheelchair-users, 


as one inclusive group, and 
the disabled performers are 
not sidelined. Nor are they 


necessary inclusion as the 
wonderful movement is the 
real thrill. 


However, there are some 
thought-provoking, honest, 
tender moments, especially 
the duet in the last section 


which is a common 


perception of disabled people. 


This certainly helps to 
challenge any misleading 


dependent on the non- 

disabled dancers. Both groups 

are dependent on each other. 
This quality production is 


@ Angels of Incidence is 
touring to May 2007 around 
the UK and Ireland. For dates 
and venues, tel: 01382 342600, 


Events 

Giant Productions is 
holding Creative 
Sensations, a series of 


multi-sensory visual arts 
workshops in Glasgow in 
April. Aimed at 9-11-year- 
olds. From £12. 

@ Tel: 0141 357 5000. 
www.giantproductions.org 


a real success story, and www.scottishdancetheatre. 
hopefully more arts groups com 


preconceived notions, as does 
the content of the show. The 


featuring Caroline Bowditch 
and James MacGillivray, 


26, 
Ie 


Shape’s ongoing career development programme for deaf 
and disabled Londoners involved in the arts. 


° Receive advice from experienced actors, musicians, writers artists, etc 
e Develop your work through individual sessions with a mentor through a variety of art 
’ : : : | forms. Aimed at 5-14-year- 

¢ Become a paid mentor and/or advisor to emerging artists Batak 
¢ Meet and share experiences with other practitioners = UCL ISAY 

textphone: 01277 365003, 
¢ Discover the facts about employing deaf and disabled people www.theatre- 
Ask questions: get answers 


ink Up mentoring advice guidance 


Theatre Resource is 
holding Discover 6, a one- 
day arts event for disabled 
children and their siblings 
on 12 April in Chipping 
Ongar, Essex. The day will 
explore communication 


resource.org.uk 


Training and 
Opportunities 

Four Corners is launching 
Step Up, a free training 
scheme supporting people 
looking for a career in the 
film and television 
industries. Four Corners, 
based in London, is a film 
and photography centre. 
e Tel: 020 8981 6111, 
www.fourcornersfilm.co.uk 


FREE programme with access and childcare costs covered. 
Information and full calendar: www.shapearts.org.uk 


Or call the Link Up team on: tel 020 7619 6165 / 020 7619 6175 
fax 020 76196162 minicom 020 76196161 sms 07958 705 615 
Or email linkup@shapearts.org.uk 


disabled and deaf people 
and the arts 


SULPSE-OuR com Bay. 


LONDON 


DEVELOPMENT 
A GES ieee 


WORKING FOR THE MAYOR OF LONDON 


This project is funded by the London Devel tA Se ue Series 
project is funded by the London Development Agency [LDA] ¢ "LONDON 


For more What’s on: 


the Mayor's agency for sustainable economic development. www.disabilitynow.org.uk 


Cy 9 
Ve_ps 
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ccording to the RNIB 
“a shocking 96 per 
Acent of books in the 

| UK are never published ina 

| format that a blind or 
partially sighted person can 
read”, hence their ongoing 

| Right to Read campaign. 

| One of the many authors 
who have joined this campaign 
| to make more books available 
| to people with visual 

| impairments is bestselling 
crime writer Ruth Rendell. It 
| is therefore no surprise that 

| her latest gripping mystery, 


Born on 2 
Blue Day 


Richard & Judy 


Read by the author 


The Water’s Lovely (above 
right), is now out in audio, 
read by Claire Price (Random 
House, £14.99). 

Fans of crime fiction will 
also enjoy Dead Right, 
Innocent Graves, and In a Dry 
Season, the three new 
Yorkshire-based 
“whodunnits” from Peter 
Robinson, with Inspector Alan 
Banks again on the case. 

As with Robinson’s 
previous stories, Neil Pearson 
does justice to them, and is 
enhanced by the instantly 
recognisable Anna Massey 
(Macmillan, all £12.99). 

Another distinctive voice is 
that of Alex Jeanine who 


brings to life Mark Haddon’s 
A Spot of Bother, an amusing, 
yet disturbing, family tale 
(Random House, £16.99). 
Haddon is of course best 
known for The Curious 
Incident of the Dog in the 
Night-time. 

For an equally fascinating 
insight into living with 
Asperger’s syndrome, listen to 
Daniel Tammet reading his 
compelling autobiography 
Born on a Blue Day (Hodder 


START UP! - 


Liz Jackson 


ruth LIVE 


rendell 


and Stoughton, £14.99, left). 

A similarly inspirational 
true story is My Vision of 
Hope by Lynda Cantor (with 
Yvonne Higgins), read by 
Hilary and Geoff Strutt. 
Cantor is the founder of the — | 
British Retinitis Pigmentosa 
Society (BRPS), which is 
selling this remarkable 
account (BPRS, £9.95, tel: 
0845 123 2354, 
www.brps.org.uk). 

Finally, another uplifting 
audio publication is Start Up! 
Live, a practical, personal 
guide to starting a successful 
business from absolutely | 
nothing. Recorded in front of 
a live audience, Liz Jackson 
talks about losing her sight, 
her decision to give up a safe 
job, and setting up her 
successful £2million 
telemarketing enterprise (Red 
Audio, £14.99). 


| 
| 
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TV 


Deal Or No Deal, C4 


ndrew James, who is 

blind, appeared in the 

current series of 
Channel 4’s popular 
gameshow Deal Or No Deal. 

Andrew says he was 
“extremely nervous” 
beforehand, and wasn’t sure 
how people would react to his 
impairment. 

However, he has nothing 
but praise for how supportive 
everyone involved in the show 
was, from presenter Noel 
Edmonds and the rest of the 
production team, to the 
contestants. 

There was one unfortunate 
incident when a fellow 
contestant led him into a 
bollard, but he claims this was 
a genuine mistake. 

The contestants stay in a 
hotel near the studio in 
Bristol, with all expenses paid, 
“except for the bar bill, 
unfortunately” 

Andrew took part in 31 
shows before being selected for 
his chance to win the jackpot. 
Numbered boxes are chosen in 
several rounds, each 
containing amounts from 1p 


Supportive: Channel 4’s Deal Or No Deal contestant Andrew 
James was full of praise for host Noel Edmonds 


to £250,000. He picked his 
numbers randomly in advance 
with a friend, and had a list of 
the numbers in Braille, in 
order to read them off as the 
game progressed. 
Unfortunately he didn’t get 
rich, only winning £10. He 
could have won more earlier in 
the show, but admitted: “I got 
so caught up in the game | 
carried on.” 

Despite his lack of luck, he 
says the experience was 
fantastic, and has increased 
his confidence. He travels to 
see his fellow contestants 
around the UK, and has more 
trips planned, “none of which 
I would have done before the 


show”. He has also received 
many supportive letters from 
viewers. He “would 
wholeheartedly recommend 
it” to others. 

A spokeswoman from 
Endemol UK, which produces 
the show, says: “Deal Or No 
Deal seeks applications from 
people from diverse 
backgrounds and welcomes 
applications from individuals 
with disabilities.” 
they are not looking for 
contestants at the moment. 

e To find out more about the 
show, and to join the 
audience, tel: 0845 076 0191, 
www.channel4.com/deal 
Lucy Howard 


However, 


= TOTAL Ly 


Perea ow sae 


The best of indoor and 
outdoor powerchairs. 2 


_* Seat to floor height 
adjustable from 
14” to 34” 

¢ Ergonomically 
designed seat for 
maximum comfort 
» © Perfect for the 
home and office 


e 20” sawered height h 
adjustable seat eh 


Sipabiy comfortable a peumranie 
The latest in powered wheelchairs 
Indoor and outdoor capability 


¢ Stylish rear-wheel 
drive indoor and 
outdoor powerchair 
Manoeuvres easily 


Seat height adjusts 

es up to 12” to reach 
shelving etc. 
Optional kerb 
climber 


Mid wheel drive for the best indoor 
and outdoor manoeuvrability 

All 6 wheels remain in contact with 
the ground for maximum stability 
Active Track suspension for 
enhanced performance 

Powerful new “GLIDE’ motor gives 
more power and torque 

2 x 50A/hr batteries allow you to 
travel up to 25 miles 


Range of seats available for 
maximum comfort 


«= Motability 


NO DEPOSIT REQUIRED 


“Totally Active, Dept a POEEEOS I: NAT10869, 32 The Acs Andover, Hants SP10 3ZY 
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Balder Uk’s assistive technology for drivers 
(ATD) boosts independence for disabled 
people, but it doesn’t come cheap, says 
motoring correspondent Helen Smith 


s DN’s motoring 

correspondent, I’ve tried 

out a whole range of 
different vehicles. But on many 
occasions I’ve only been able to 
travel as a passenger because 
the car hasn’t been adapted 
enough for me to drive. So 
when Balder UK offered me its 
Mercedes Vito with assistive 
technology for drivers (ATD) 
systems to test drive, I was only 
too pleased to accept. 
TRIE LE Se 
‘| nearly gave Matthew 
whiplash as | was 
braking too hard’ 


Balder is most commonly 
known as a power wheelchair 
manufacturer but it also 
supplies adapted vehicles. You 
don’t have to buy a new Balder 
wheelchair if you want one of 
their vehicles, as other 
powerchairs can also be 
adapted. But Balder says its 
own chairs are the most 
compatible. 

[ was provided with a Balder 
Finesse F280 wheelchair which 
had been modified with a 
clamp-down system. This uses 
the power from the chair to 
operate a securing mechanism 
which locks the chair onto a 


static spigot on the floor of the 
vehicle. My demonstrator, 
Matthew James, also showed 
me how the car’s original seat 
could easily be put back so a 
non-disabled person could drive. 

I found the Finesse chair a bit 
hard to steer as it was back- 
wheel drive and I’ve only ever 
driven front-wheel drive before, 
but with a few bumps I was able 
to manoeuvre myself over the 
spigot so I was locked into 
position. The Finesse is a top- 
of-the-range chair and enabled 
me to go up and down, recline 
and move my backrest and 
footplates. It was very 
comfortable, but then I would 
expect that with a price tag of 
around £12,500. 

ATD systems are specialist 
controls designed for people 
with a variety of impairments. 
The ATD systems which had 
been fitted for me to try out 
were a two-way joystick for 
acceleration/braking and a 
horizontal steering wheel. 

The main problem for me 
was I usually steer with my left 
arm and accelerate/brake with 
my right, but in Balder’s 
conversion it was the other way 
around. It had to be this way, 
because I needed to grip the 
steering joystick and I only have 


Reinventing the wheel 


PHILIP MYNOTT 


Going for a spin: Helen Smith in a Balder Finesses F280 wheelchair, clamped into a Mercedes Vito 


little strength. I’m used to 
braking with quite a bit of force 
and so on my drive around the 
estate I nearly gave Matthew 


a grip on my right. I did find 
this a bit confusing and I found 
myself trying to steer with the 
brake. Very little effort was 
required to brake or steer and it 
would suit someone with very 


whiplash as I was constantly 
braking too hard. I think it 


Discover a whole new world... 


19-21 July, Kemble Airfield, Cirencester, Gloucestershire 
Open 10am daily, free admission and parking 


Be inspired — latest innovations for a mobile lifestyle 


e Feel the experience — unique opportunity to test drive a 


huge selection of adapted and specialist vehicles, 
wheelchairs, powerchairs and scooters 


e Broaden your horizons — visit the new travel, leisure, 
sports, fitness and flying zones 


e Join in —- demonstrations and activities for all the family 


For further details - www.mobilityroadshow.co.uk 


tel 0845 241 0390 
(ae ee 
a v) a C) > 


The Mobility Roadshow® 


the future of mobility 


wouldn’t take long to get used 
to driving with very little power 
but I did find it quite difficult to 
start with. 

Balder offers a huge range of 
ATD systems and can also 
make to measure. At the 
moment, the vehicles are 
adapted in Norway but the 
company plans to start 
production in the UK. 

To get in and out, Balder 
offers a back or side lift and 
some customers even choose 
both if they live in an area 
where it is difficult to park. 
Balder says that being built in 
Norway means its ramps are 
more reliable in cold weather. 

The wheelchair/car 
combination gives a lot of 
independence for powerchair- 
users, as everything can be 
operated by the wheelchair-user. 
Unfortunately, this freedom 
comes at a price. Not only do 
you need to buy the vehicle, and 
possibly a new wheelchair, but 
you also need to have the vehicle 
adapted to your requirements. 

Motability may help with a 
charitable or government grant 
and the Access to Work scheme 
may also help. If previously you 
thought your disability 
prevented you from driving, 
Balder may help you get behind 
the wheel. 

* For information, tel 
01256 767181, or visit 
www.balder.co.uk 
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It’s Time to Get Equal — Communication 


Communication is vital to us all. It is fundamental to 
learning and building relationships. Without it we cannot 
explain what we want, make choices or discuss ideas. 
People without speech and other communication 
impairments have a lot to say, but without equipment 

to support them to communicate their life chances are 
severely limited. 


March 31 marks the year anniversary of the closure 

of the Department for Education and Skills (DfES) 
funded Communication Aid Project (CAP). CAP provided 
£5 million a year for four years to cover expert assessment, 
communication equipment and training for school-aged 


children as a compliment to local authority provision. The - 


project provided equipment to more than 4,000 children, 
who could not get their needs met locally. 


Although CAP enabled many more children to get access 
to communication equipment, pre-school children and 
adults never had access to an equivalent service. Now 
with no national programme for communication 
equipment, people with communication impairments 
face a postcode lottery in getting the equipment they 
need to communicate. 


The Government is keen to ensure that local agencies 
recognise disabled people’s needs and meet them. 
However, though large in number nationally, locally 
numbers of people who need communication equipment 
are relatively low. Local budgetary priorities often mean 
that disabled people in need of expert assessment and 
relatively expensive equipment are denied equipment 
which will transform their lives and life chances. This 
comparatively small but extremely disadvantaged group 


=e 


of people have to compete to have their vital needs met 
amidst all the other competing demands on resources. 


Scope, its Beaumont College, in Lancaster, and the AAC 
Task Force are campaigning to ensure that people with 
communication impairments get the technology and 
on-going training and support they need to communicate. 


Currently the Government does not record the number 
of people with communication impairments in the UK. 
This makes it extremely difficult to assess the extent and 
level of need for communication equipment, assessment 
and training. Scope is therefore undertaking some 
research to identify the number and needs of people 
with communication impairments who would benefit 
from communication equipment, training or advice. 

We are looking to develop an evidence bank of the 
experiences of people with communication impairments. 


If you have a communication impairment, or you are 
a family member, friend, colleague or support worker 
of a person with a communication impairment we 
want to hear from you. 
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around the edge of the 


STRAW HOLDER FROM SUCH AND SUCH 
What? If you have to use 

a straw for drinking, 

chasing the straw tA 


Bob Ross highlights the latest gadgets, including products to make 


eating and drinking easier 


ONE TOUCH CAN OPENER 

What? The simple task of opening cans often turns out to be not quite so 
simple. This is particularly the case if, like me, you have reduced 

dexterity. However, the new One Touch battery-operated can opener 
could well provide the answer. The can opener is simply placed on top 

of the can and will open it at the press of a button. The can opener 


moves around the edge of the can, removing the lid without the need to grip 
or hold either the can or the can opener. It comes supplied with free batteries 
and it works on cans of all sizes, including ring-pull cans. 

How much? £19.99 

Where? Best Direct. Tel order line: 0871 555 1555 or visit www.bestdirect.tv 
or via channels 639 or 648 on Sky or Channel 742 on Telewest 


STAIRWAY EVACUATION CHAIR 


What? Providing a safe and effective means of escape for all from 
buildings in an emergency is essential, and where disabled people are 
concerned, evacuation chairs are often used as a means of facilitating 
a quick and safe exit. The company EvactChair has produced an 
updated version of its emergency stairway evacuation chair, the Mk 3 
Evac+Chair. The Mk 3 has improved on its predecessors in terms of 
both maximum weight load and angle of descent. The Mk 3, as with 
™) previous models, allows for smooth transportation on 
a flat surface and down stairs, quickly, safely and 
without the need for great physical strength on the 
part of the chair-pusher. The Mk 3 chair also 
operates as efficiently on stair gradients of 40 
per cent as it does on stair gradients of 28 
per cent and even though the chair weighs 
only 10kg, the Mk 3 chair accepts a 
user weight of up to 150kg. 
How much? £650 (plus VAT) 
Where? Evac+Chair International, 
ParAid House, Weston Lane, 
Birmingham B11 3RS. Tel: 0845 
230 2253 or visit 
www.evacchair.co.uk 


Regain 
“hf CCAOM 


OMY SONOS FRO ws 
with an ACORN Stairlift... 


@ Direct from the manufacturer Mi Next day installation available 
@ New or Reconditioned @ FREE home trial 
m Rent or Buy mm Open 7 Days 


CALL NOW FOR 


‘CHOOSING A STAIRLIFT’ 


EnGneerins 
SERVICES LTO 


glass or cup can be a bit 
of a nuisance. However, 
the Straw Beri drinking 
straw holder, 
manufactured by Such 


and Such Design, makes 

drinking with a straw 

much easier. The Straw Beri straw holder is a small plastic clip, 
available in different colours, which fits on to the top edge of any 
standard cup, glass or bottle. The Straw Beri grips the straw, 
preventing it from moving around the drinking vessel. It also 
prevents the straw from jumping out of a glass or cup containing 
fizzy drinks! 

How much? £1.99 

Where? Such and Such Design, 259 Beckenham Road, Beckenham, 
Kent BR3 4RP. Tel: 020 8123 8274 or visit www.strawberi.co.uk 


NIGHTINGALE VIBRATING BABY ALARM 


What? Conventional baby alarms often provide a visual and audio warning when a baby is crying. 
Many baby alarms also provide a room temperature indication. A relatively new addition to such 
features, of particular use for deaf parents, is the Nightingale vibrating alarm. This alarm is a vibrating 
unit which is placed beneath the pillow and will vibrate when the baby cries. The vibrating alarm is an 
add-on unit designed to be used in conjunction with the Tomy Walkabout Classic Advance portable 


baby alarm system. The Tomy Baby Alarm System provides a visual 


and audible indication of a baby crying. The alarm system has a 
_ 300m range and also provides two-way communication. The 


Nightingale vibrating unit simply plugs in to the existing Tomy 
alarm system without any modification and the unit's vibration level 
is such that deaf parents can be confident of being woken if a 
baby cries. 
How much? The Tomy Walkabout Classic Advance Baby Alarm 
\ System is £34 and the Nightingale vibrating unit is £78.34 
Where? Connevans, 54 Albert Road North, Reigate, Surrey 
_ RH2 9YR. Tel: 01737 247571 or visit www.connevans.com 


im 
ors ach 
Size eetkapou 


GPSP REAR VISION 
DRIVING MIRROR 


<€ 


What? The private mail order 
company GPSP provides a 
range of disability aids for 
drivers. GPSP has recently 
produced a new driver’s convex 
rear vision mirror. The Convex 
Panamirror increases rear 
visibility, cutting out the rear 
side blind spots which exist 


when using a standard rear 
vision mirror. It is therefore 
useful for drivers with restricted 
head and/or neck movement. In 
addition to increasing overall 
rear and side visibility, the 
Panamirror also reduces glare 
from vehicle headlights. 

How much? £15 

Where? GPSP, PO Box 900, 
Lincoln LN6 9ZW. Tel: 01522 
688 388 or visit 
www.disabledstickers.co.uk 


able to provide total access solutions to 
_ improve your mobility. 


ade Hl tonal service 
c te 


LES a 


¢ Plan 


_ ¢ Install 
¢ Tailor-m 


*Repaiti tl og! pees 

* Specialist building works undertaken 

* Local Authority & Health Authority 
approved contractor 


Call us now on FREEPHONE 


0300 19 19 19 


for a free no obligation quote 


Bob Ross is helpline 
manager for the Disabled 


pa k for Access Department 
GL Vee cv Oc UR 7 -£ 7 78 oo w.lift-engineering.co.uk 


Living Foundation 
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Discover new products and services 
Meet manufacturers and suppliers 
Free seminars 

Free visitor parking 


Free wheelchair and scooter hire 


Courtesy buses to and from the city centre : 


And there’s even a free stand-up comedy 
session if you hang around on Sth June 


www.whatdisability-southwest.co.uk 
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HAIDEX 


Naides) 


24-26 April 2007 
NEC Birmingham 


This year’s Naidex exhibition runs 
from 24-26 April at the NEC in 
Birmingham and will be opened by 
Dame Tanni Grey Thompson. There 
will be more than 300 companies 
exhibiting, providing opportunities to 
find out about and test hundreds of 
new products and resources aimed at 
making home life easier. The 

Naidex Family House will demonstrate the latest home products, 


OF > P f . 
including telecare products, in a showhome setting. New for 


| = ‘ - < . 5 
2007 are demonstrations from Canine Partners and a Danish 


| Pavilion showcasing the latest Danish products. The event will 


| also include seminars. Don’t forget to visit DN at stand number 
| A72. To register for free entry, tel: 0870 429 4428, 


’ ’ a 
| www.naidex.co.uk 
L 


Publications 


‘The Home Heat Helpline has 
launched advice guides 
containing hints and tips on 
keeping warm. Available in 
various formats. Tel: 

0800 33 66 99, 
www.homeheathelpline.org 


The University of Bristol’s 
Centre for Deaf Studies has 
launched Mobile Sign, a 


sign language dictionary 


that is available from 

mobile phones. The video 
dictionary has more than 
5,000 British Sign Language 
(BSL) signs. The service is 
free. To try it out, point your 
browser or set your mobile 
phone address page to 


Mencap’s wills and trusts team... 


www.mobilesign.org, and 
type in a word or check the 
alphabetic listing. The user 
will need a mobile which has 
a video player, or a 3G 
phone. Tel: 0117 954 6900, 
email: edxcj@bris.ac.uk 


The latest publications from 
Jessica Kingsley Publishers 
(JKP) include Everyday 
Education: Visual Support for 
Children with Autism 
(£14.99), Autism, Play and 
Social Interaction (£11.99) and 
Brotherly Feelings: Me, My 
Emotions, and my Brother 
with Asperger’s Syndrome 
(£9.99). Fel? 02078332307, 
www.jkp.com 


There will be a one-day 
conference titled Challenges 
facing Neuro-Rehab on 18 
April in Padworth. The event 
will include speakers and 
debates. From £65. Courtyard 
Marriott hotel, Padworth, nr 
Reading. Tel: 01635 202 605, 
www.wbna.orguk 


Ageing and Learning 
Disability - Meeting the New 
Challenges will be at the 
Think Tank centre in 
Birmingham on 24 April. The 
event will include workshops. 


The National Deaf Children’s 
Society (NDCS) is inviting 
families with deaf children to 
take part in a deaf role model 
project. The free service will 
give deaf children in certain 
parts of the country the chance 


to meet successful deaf adults 
who will share their personal 
experiences. Tel/textphone: 
020 7490 8656, email: 
deafrolemodel@ndcs.org.uk 


Concessions 


From £20. Tel: 0845 2300 
372, email: 


lesley.alabaf@downs- 


syndrome.org.uk 


There will be a conference 
titled Lost in Transition? — How 
to Find Your Way Through in 
Birmingham on 25 April. The 
conference will address the 
lack of effective support 
services for young people with 
learning difficulties. 


Birmingham Hippodrome. Tel: 


0114 241 2104/2122, email: 
www.dimensions-uk.org 


iat 


The National Autistic 

Society (NAS) is inviting 
people to complete its 
national survey on the 
experiences of adults with 
autism. The results will be 
included in a report to be 
published in 2008. See 
www.autism.org.uk/ question 
naire. For a hard copy, tel: 


020 7903 3558, email: ‘ 


mia.rosenblatt@nas.org.uk 


The almost three million people in England and Wales who receive 
Disability Living Allowance (DLA) will be eligible for a half-price 


fishing licence from 1 April. The Environment Agency has extended 
the concession to include all people receiving DLA. Tel: 0870 1662 
662, wwww.environment-agency.gov.uk/rodlicence 


We believe their financial care tomorrow 
IS as crucial as It is today. 
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Optua is holding a disability 
sport showcase day on 28 
April at Bury leisure centre 
and King Edward VI 
school. The event is part 
of Optua’s Suffolk 
disability sport academy 
project which aims to 
encourage more disabled 
people to get into sport 
and possibly help them 

on the way to the 

2012 Paralympics in 
London. Tel: 

01473 836770, email: 
leisure@optua.org.uk 


Courses 


De Montfort University 
(DMU) in Leicester is 
holding an introductory 
session on 21 April at 
DMU’s Graduate Business 
School as part of a scheme 
to help disabled people in 
the East Midlands into 
self-employment. The 
session will be followed 

by one-day courses in 
May and June anda 
programme of individual 
mentoring. The courses will 
cover finance, sales, 
marketing and business 
growth. £50, concessions 
may be available. Tel: 
0116 207 8914, 
www.dmu.ac.uk/ceo 


MENCAP 


Understanding learning disability 


1) 


Dagenham Motors 


Fiesta Zetec Climate 1.4 (5 door) 
£Nil advance payment 

e Autoshift manual gearbox 

¢ Metallic paint ¢ Air con e CD/stereo player 


e ‘Quickclear’ windscreen 
¢ Body-coloured power door mirrors 


Focus LX 1.6 100PS (5 door) 
ENil advance payment 


e Automatic gearbox ¢ Metallic paint 
e Air con ¢ CD/stereo player 

e Body-coloured power door mirrors 
e Alloy wheels 


¢ Ealing Road, ALPERTON/WEMBLEY « Brighton Road, BANSTEAD « Ripple Road, BARKING « Guildford Road, BOOKHAM 
¢ Portsmouth Road, COBHAM * New Road, DAGENHAM « Edgware Road, EDGWARE & BRENT CROSS « East Street, EPSOM 
¢ Great Cambridge Road A10, ENFIELD « Pier Road, GILUNGHAM « Canonbury Road, HIGHBURY CORNER « London Road, HOUNSLOW 
] ¢ High Road, ILFORD « Portsmouth Road, KINGSTON « Eastern Avenue A12, NEWBURY PARK « Plaistow Road, PLAISTOW 
| ¢ Mutton Lane, POTTERS BAR * London Road, STAINES * Cuxton Road, STROOD « Broad Lane, TOTTENHAM « Chigwell Road, WOODFORD 


08 700-553125 


You can afford ; a brand new Ford 
“with a higher rate mobility allowance 


Motability helps me get a brand new car every 
| three years. Taxed, insured, and serviced. 


Exchange your higher rate mobility 


allowance for a brand new car for less CALL IN AT YOUR LOCAL 
than £45 per week. Now you can enjoy DAGENHAM MOTORS 
worry-free motoring with a car scheme DEALERSHIP 
that includes: 


In partneship with 


Brand new car every 3 years 


Insurance and road tax | NG ZM ot 2a bi | | 


Servicing, maintenance and repairs AS The leading car scheme for disabled 


Breakdown cover 


Visit your local Motability partner today. 
For more information, call our helpline 0800 953 4002 or visit www.motability.co.uk 
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dmu.ac.uk 


DE MONTFORT 
UNIVERSITY 


LEICESTER 


| 
| 
| 
| 
t 


campus enterprise opportunities 
..making your business ideas work 


KR RR 


Make your move into starting or running your own business easier and more successful. 
The course is a series of five sessions over the following dates: 
Sat 21 Apr 07 - Introductory session 
Sat 19 May 07 


click here 


Sat 2 June 07 
Sat 16 June 07 
Sat 30 June 07 


Lape midlands 
development agency 


dmu.ac.uk/ceo 


Ls 


We hope to see you very soon! 


To book your place or for further information: 
E: ceo@dmu.ac.uk T: (0116) 207 8914 


Please text ceo and then your query to: O7797 805451 


©THESTUDIO — Marketing Department, De Montfort University. March 2007 (DMU590) All rights reserved. 


a... Accessible 


eal RR 


HP THE “property NBG INE GS IVEIRG 


Bringing accessible property into the mainstream 


Advertise accessible and adapted property 
for sale and rent. 

Find accessible and adapted property in all 
parts of the UK. 

Unique access calculator - how accessible is 
your property? 


3 bed terrace Eltham, fully wheelchair accessible, 
thru-ceiling lift, level access shower £295,000 


Looking for a reliable estate agent? Let us recommend an 
APR Approved Partner in your area. 


All APR services are free of charge to private individuals 


www.accessible-property.org.uk 
0114 230 7058 


enn nnn nn nnn cnc nnn nnn nnn nnn nn nnn nn nnn nn ner rss SSS 
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CHAIRMAN CHRYSLER VOYAGER LX 
2.4, silver, 15k miles, October 2004 
(54 reg). With Gowrings conversion 
incl rear ramp for wheelchair access. 
E/windows and e/mirrors, CD/radio, 
cruise control, climate control air con, 
e/driver’s seat, lightly tinted windows, 
roof rack, folding wing mirrors, rear 
parking sensors, fog lights and grey 
interior. Purchased for £28k, sale due 
to bereavement, asking £15,995 ono. 
Tel: 01442 873511 (Berkhamsted, 
Herts) or email: psdixon@talk21.com 


Centre for Disability Studies School of Sociology and Social Policy University of Leeds 


New Diplomas and MaAs in Disability Studies 


In addition to our established Diploma/MaA in Disability Studies programmes, the Centre of Disability Studies now offers five new 
taught post graduate courses in Disability and related fields. These include Disability and Gender, Disability and Health, Disability 
and Race and Ethnicity, Disability and Social Policy, and Disability and Special Educational Needs. These dedicated schemes give 


designed for people working in or planning a career in the general area of disability research and related services. 


where appropriate. This course is taught in an accessible location and the University welcomes disabled students. 
Note: only the Post Graduate Diploma/MaA in Disability Studies scheme is available as an open distance learning package. 

For further details please contact MARIE ROSS or DEBBIE WESTMORELAND in the School of Sociology and Social Policy at the University of Leeds, LST 9JT. 
Tel: and Minicom 0113 343 4408 or 0113 343 4407 


FIAT DUCATO 2.8D Motorhome 2002, 
15k miles. 19 feet long. One owner, fsh. 
Interior professionally designed from 
new to personal specification for current 
disabled owner. One piece moulded , 
fully insulated, double skin body. 
Requires no maintenance. Hydraulic lift 
at rear, for full wheelchair access. Large 
wheel-in toilet, wheelchair storage, swiv- 
el front seat, 4 berth, blown air heating, 
awning, oven, grill, 3 way fridge, blinds 
and fly screens. All usual motor home 
accessories. Suitable for long distance 
holidays or local journeys Can send 
more pictures or inside/outside. £24,000 
ono Tel: 01727 860098 (Hertfordshire). 


EUROPEAN UNION 
European Social Fund 


UNIVERSITY OF 


LEEDS 


students the opportunity to apply a disability studies perspective to particular areas of social policy and support. All our Disability Studies courses are 


Candidates will normally have a first degree or equivalent professional qualification, but relevant experience will be taken into account 


MERCEDES VITO VERSA, Very reliable, 
Economical, comfortable, easy to 
drive, wheelchair access, 1998, GSH, 
35K Miles, £6,000, Tel: 07773 330625 
(Kent) or Andrew. flaig@which.net 


RENAULT KANGOO 1.4, maroon 22k 
miles, W reg, pas, air con. With 
Gleneagles wheelchair conversion incl 
folding rear ramp, rear seat. Only 2 
owners from new, full service history 
and 12 months’ MOT, tax until July. 
Brand new exhaust and brakes fitted, 
£3,900 ono. Tel: 0141 812 6542 
(Glasgow). 


Cont’d see pg 48 
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TELEPHONE: 
01626 853050 
DAYTIME 


TELEPHONE: 
01803 812291 
EVENINGS 


SPECIALIST VEHICLES 


www.gmcoachwork.co.uk 
THE SOUTH’S BEST SELECTION OF MINI BUSES & CONVERSIONS 


GM Coachwork Ltd have been manufacturing specialist and wheelchair accessible vehicles 
since 1988. We always have a comprehensive range of NEW and USED vehicles available. 
Our customers include private individuals, Local council authorities, schools, hospitals, charities, 
Motability and bus operators. We are committed to ensure that the vehicle and specifications suit 
your requirements. We provide and strive to give a full and comprehensive after sales customers 
Care service. Our vehicles undergo a full safety check both mechanical and associated 
wheelchair equipment. Vehicles are fully serviced and Carry a minimum of 9 months MOT. 
Sold with a 3 month mechanical warranty (longer at additional cost). BUY WITH CONFIDENCE 


USED/REFURBISHED 
VOLKSWAGEN TRANSPORTER T4 SWB 2.5 TDI Registered: 27/03/02, Blue, 4. seats, 1 owner, 
Manual, 38,500 miles, Could take 2 wheelchairs, RICON CLEARWAY electric wheelchair lift, 
Non-Slip Flooring, Power Steering, Radio/cassette player, Single front passenger seat, Two rear 
saloon passenger seats. £8,750 plus VAT 


CITROEN BERLINGO 1.4 LTR PETROL Registered: 15/04/02, Red, 3 seats, No. owners: 3, Manual, 
36,000 miles, 5 door, Air conditioning, Electric reels, Lowered rear floor for wheelchair access, 
Non-Slip Flooring, One rear saloon seat, Power Steering, Radio/cassette player, Service History, 
Twin Side Doors. £7,895 


CITROEN DISPATCH WINDOW 1.9 DIESEL Registered: 01/04/02, Red, 4 seats, 1 owner, Manual, 
44,000 miles, Electric reels, Electric Winch, Full Width Lightweight Ramp, Lowered rear floor for 
wheelchair access, Non-Slip Flooring, Power Steering, Radio/cassette player, Remote Central 
Locking, Service History, Single front passenger seat, Two rear saloon passenger seats. £7,995 


VOLKSWAGEN CARAVELLE SWB 2.5 TDI Registered: 29/12/00, Green, 5 seats, 1 owner, manual, 
86,000 miles, Could take 2 wheelchairs, Full Width Lightweight Ramp, Lowered rear floor for 
wheelchair access, Lowering rear air suspension, Remote central locking, Power Steering, Service 
History, Side load door, Single front passenger seat. £7,850 


MERCEDES BENZ VITO 110 CDI 2.2 LTR DIESEL Turqoise, 4 seats, 1 owner, Automatic, 24,000 
miles, 5 door, Electric handbrake, Six way drivers seatbase, Adapted disabled vehicle, Air Bag, 
Electric Mirrors, Electric windows, Power Steering, RICON CLEARWAY electric wheelchair lift, 

Twin Side Doors, Two rear saloon passenger seats. £12,750 


MERCEDES BENZ SPRINTER 3 SERIES SWB 2.2 CDI 4 seats, Automatic Transmission, Remote 
control rear door and lift operation, Ricon lift, Electric wheelchair lockdown, Six Way powered 
drivers seat. £14,000 


FIAT DOBLO ASPEN 1.9D SX Registered: 13/08/03, Red, 3 seats, Manual, 29,000 miles, 

5 door, Air Bag, Electric reels, Electric windows, Full Width Lightweight Ramp, Lowered rear floor 
for wheelchair access, One rear saloon seat, Power Steering, Remote Central Locking, Service 
History, Twin Side Doors. £9,195 


VOLKSWAGEN TRANSPORTER T4 SWB 1.9 TURBO DIESEL Registered: 12/09/01, Blue, 

4 seats, manual, 28,000 miles, Electric Winch, Full Width Lightweight Ramp, Power Steering, 
Radio/cassette player, Service History, Short wheelbase, Side load door, Single front passenger 
seat, Two rear saloon passenger seats. £7,795 


VOLKSWAGEN CADDY COMBI 1.9 DIESEL Registered: 18/07/01, Red, 4 seats, 1 owner, manual, 
36,000 miles, 3 Door, Full Width Lightweight Ramp, Lowered rear floor for wheelchair access, 
Power Steering, Radio/cassette player, Remote Central Locking, Service History, Two rear saloon 
passenger seats, Electric Mirrors, Electric Winch, Electric windows. £5,500 
RENAULT KANGOO 1.4LTR PETROL Registered: 17/1 2/02, Green, 3 seats, Automatic, 14,000 miles, 
5 door, Air Bag, Automatic Transmission, Full Width Lightweight Ramp, Lowered rear floor for 
wheelchair access, One rear saloon seat, Power Steering, Radio/cassette player, Remote Central 
Locking, Service History, Twin Side Doors. £8,850 
VOLKSWAGEN CARAVELLE SWB 2.5 TDI, Registered: 01/09/02, Blue, 1 owner, Manual, 32,000 
miles, Power Steering, Ricon Clearway lift, Radio/cassette player, Rear Saloon Heating/Cooling 
System, Service History, Short wheelbase, Side load door, Single front passenger seat. £11,295 


MANY MORE VEHICLES EXPECTED IN NEXT 2 WEEKS 


Various Mini-Buses and Wheelchair access in stock 
and ready to go. Phone for details 


“used mobility vehicles 


NAOMAS TAOQO KRY 


OVER 80 VEHICLES AVAILABLE 


The best choice of quality new & used accessible vehicles in the UK 


COTSWOLD COTS 


Build Cots and Beds for Adults and 
Children with Special Needs 


We Design And Build Any 
Cot or Bed You Need. 


guct® Extra Strong Playpens. 
Extra Large Stairgates. 
Fitted Padded Play Areas. 


yo 
wen? 
High Quality Fair prices 
Information Phone 01993 842885 


WANTED 


BEST PRICE 


paid for clean low mileage 
WAV’s or Wheelchair Driver’s 


gE 


0800 634 8407 


and ask for Mike or Paul 


WHEELCHAIR 
TRAVEL BAG © 2003 


HOLIDAY / BUSINESS? 
Will your mete 
Wheelchair 
survive the af 

flight? 43 
Please visit our website. 
Wwww.maydayproducts.com 
01491 680103 


WANTED! 


Wheelchair 


Accessible Vehicles 


All Makes and Models 
considered, finance settled 


Ring: 0121 550 8844 
markflavell.wamco@fsmail.net 
www.twamco.co.uk 


DISCLAIMER — DN 
is not responsible for 
claims made in the 
adverts it prints. 
Readers are advised 
to check claims with 
advertisers before 


for example:- s 
R Daihatsu Hi-Jet. 38,000 Miles. Folding Ramp/ Winch, 3 Seats £2,995 relying on them. 
02-53 Vauxhall Agila Compact Accesible Vehicles. Choice from £7995 
X-03 Suzuki Wagon R Liberty. Low Floor Compact Accessible Cars. Choice from £4995 
55 Mercedes Vaneo 1.6 Ambiente 60 inches of head room. 4 seats Auto £19995 
Vv Renault Trafic 1.9 Diesel, Rear Ramp, Low Miles - £6495 i 
06 Citroen Berlingo. 1,900 Miles. Low Floor, 3 seats A/C £12,995 tf d h 
06 Citroen Dispatch 1.9D. 4,000Miles, Low Floor. 4 Seats £11,495 P, Her or Ss ire 

; A etasfield Stables Holiday Cottages, plus, building 
51 Nissan Vanette 2.3 Diesel - Rear Ramp & 4 Seats - £7995 now for 2007, two bedroom cottages. Stunning, 
01 Renault Master 2.2 Dci. 4/5 Seaters, Rear Chairlift, all low miles Choice From £11495 wheelchair accessible conyerted stables, with 
05 Citroen Dispatch 1.9D, 23,000 Miles. Low Floor, 3 Seats £11495 beautiful views over the Hertfordshire countryside. 
01 Citreon Dispatch 1.9D — Full Lowered Floor and Rear Ramp - £8995 Riding, carriage driving and stable management 
03 Mercedes Vaneo 1.9 Trend, 34,000 Miles. Brand New Jubilee Wheelchair Conv. _—«-£14995 courses ovale, eee gh pepe: heen 
02 Volkswagen Transporter - 1.9D With Rear Ramp & Extra Seats - £12995 Iratip trae infone ticheqaPrivaienvilitaworcne 
53. Kangoo 1.6 Automatic - With Air Con & Lowered Floor - £11495 sensory garden. Historic Hertford town centre 
52 Mercedes Vaneo 1.7 TD Ambiente Auto, 28,000 Miles. Brand New Jubilee Conv £15995 1.5 miles. Easy reach of London, Cambridge and 
03 Citroen Dispatch 1.9D. Lowered floor. Ramp . Winch. 3 Seats £11495 St Albans and major road links. For more information 
01-05 Renault Kangoo Accessible. Huge Choice from £6495 aa bel Sais of AG eetae ; 
03 Vauxhall Zafira 1.8i Elegance. 38,000 Miles. Low Floor. 4 Seats, A/C £15795 SP elschslecoficas.co ak 
01 VW Transporter Tdi, 42,000 Miles. Folding Ramp/Winch, 4 Seats £9995 
51 VW Transporter Tdi High Roof, Auto, 24,000 Miles, Chairlift, 4 Seats £12995 
52 VW Transporter Tdi. 28,000 Miles, Folding Ramp/Winch, 4 Seats £11995 = i i 
51. VW Transporter Tdi Auto, 44,000 Miles, Chairlift, 6 Seats £11995 Disabled & Carers Engkish Coastal Holidays 
07 Fiat Doblo High Roof. Wheelchair Accessible. Delivery Mileage only from £8995 Spaciously built for quadriplegic owner. Ceiling 


brochures : home demonstration : information : finance quotations : advice 


OPEN 7 DAYS ww jubileeauto.net 


all available on our low deposit 
Mobility Finance Plan 


ieephone=0800°634 8407 


west midiands, WS10 ONQ 


woden road south, wednesbur 


hoists Elec hi/lo beds Shower/toileting chairs etc. 
2 flats sleep 6 and 4 All mod cons stunning 
sea/mountain views Heysham, Morecambe Bay. 
Caravan on sheltered site, balcony, pool complex, 
Fishing boating lake. Filey Yorkshire Sleeps 4-6 
Call Allan or Jan 01274 588142 for brochures 


| working farm. A really lovely holiday for 


Two stunning 
wheelchair accessible 
properties in the 
idyllic rural setting 

of Perigord Vert. 


The Grande Maison sleeps up to 10, the Petite 
Maison up to 5. Contact Ed Passant on 01233 
731097 or ed@accessholidays.com 
www.accessholidays.com 


re 


Oddicombe Hall Hotel 
‘second to none’ 


Provides excellent facilities for disabled holidaymakers & their 
families. All wheelchair accessible rooms open on to a private 


garden and have breathtaking sea views. Open all year. 


Why not escape and relax at delightful babbacombe, Torquay. 


Tel: 01803 313457 


Holiday Services for People with Disabilities 
& Winter Holidays 


~Supported Holidays . 


"Tailor made Holidays 
~*~ Equipment Hire in Resort 


', pre-booked at destination airport 
Care” - Have your Own rep in resort 


F e Parking” 
Meet & Greet parking scheme 
AT SELECTED AIRPORTS 


SS Www Katalantravels_com| 
KatalantravelsOntiworid.com, 


SLOBAL TRAVEL 
NTERNATIONAL 


PENROSE BURDEN 
NORTH CORNWALL 


“Holiday Care Award Winners” 
Holiday Cottages designed for wheelchair 
users and their families. Rural setting with 

superb views. Dogs welcome. Wood 

burning stoves and daily meal service. 
Please ring or write for colour‘brochure. 


R&N Hall, Penrose Burden, 
St Breward, Bodmin, Cornwall 
PL30 4LZ. Telephone Bodmin 
(01208) 850277 or 850617 
www.penroseburden.co.uk 


Hartgrove Farm 
Shaftsbury Dorset 
Award winning holiday cottages on 


disabled guests and their families. 

Glorious countryside and views. 

Logfires. C.H. Wheel-in shower. 
Mobile Hoist and other equipment. 


Tel: 01747 811830 


www.hartgrovefarm.co.uk 


Normandy France 
Magnificent accessible farm house in 
beautiful | acre garden. Sleeps 14 
(6 bedrooms, 4 bathrooms) huge 
G.F. ensuite bedroom, Wheel-in 
shower, bath, mobile hoist. Superb 
heated swimming pool, 25 mins unspoilt 
sandy beaches. Only | hr from port. 
Tel: 01747 812019 


www.normandyfarmhouses.co.uk 


An idyllic & peaceful cumbria beauty spot. The 
Tranquil Otter. Lux lodges with sauna & whirlpool 
bath/hot-tub, logburner. All lakeside position with 
picture book views. Outstanding w/c accessible 
lodges, paths, shops etc. Wheely Boat! 
01228 576661. www.thetranquilotter.co.uk 


Brittany Cottage to let. 
Adapted for wheelchair use. 
Good access to beaches. 
Sleeps up to 6. 
Details C. Hodgson. 
Tel (01924) 499220. 
www.brimartravel.co.uk 


Norfolk, Nar Valley 
Holiday Cottages 


3 self-catering, all wheelchair accessible, all with 
wet rooms. Mostly en-suite. Electric bed. 

On working farm — peaceful location, central 
for beaches and tourist attractions. Indoor 
heated swimming pool. 

More details and prices, contact: 
Rosemary on 01760 338797. 
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Non-Executive Directors 


2 Posts 


employment of disabled people. It does this by: 


e Ensuring proper use of public funds; and 
¢ Promoting Remploy’s corporate identity. 


a 


nN advantage. 


Post 2 — Disability Specialist background 


skills in corporate governance. 


at the Company's Headquarters in Coventry. 


The Secretary of State for Work and Pensions seeks to appoint two Non-Executive 
Directors to the Board of Remploy Ltd, Britain’s leading provider of job opportunities 
for people with complex disabilities. The Board has responsibility for ensuring that 
the Company fulfils the aims and objectives set by the Secretary of State in its 


Post 1 —- Human Resources Specialist background 

The successful candidate will have had significant experience in a strategic HR role 
within a manufacturing based business. You will also have experience of managing 
the HR aspect of a significant change process and working in a highly unionised 
business. You will have the ability to influence and achieve change within a part-time 
presence and demonstrate skills in corporate governance. Direct experience of the 
issues facing disabled people, either in a personal or work context would also be 


e Establishing the Company's overall strategic direction; 


The successful candidate will have significant experience of working within a disability 
group/network at a strategic level. You will have a good knowledge of disability 
groups, their views and objectives and will be able to draw on an extensive 
network of contacts across the disability field. You will have the ability to 

influence and achieve change within a part-time presence and demonstrate 


Each post attracts remuneration of £7,500 per annum plus expenses. The 
appointment is initially for a three-year term and board members normally spend 
about two days a month on Remploy business. Board meetings normally take place 


If you feel that you have the qualities for these posts and can make a 
contribution to the strategic direction of this high profile business then 
please email Joanne.nuttall@dwp.gsi.gov.uk or, write to or telephone 
Joanne Nuttall at Disability and Work Division, Department for Work 
and Pensions, Level 10, Moorfoot, Sheffield $1 4PQ (Tel: 0114 267 7400) 


to receive an application pack. Please indicate whether you would like an 
electronic or hard copy of the application form or require an application 


form in an alternative format. 


Remploy is an Equal Opportunities Employer. 


DWP 


Department for jee 
Work and Pensions (=) 


©¥ foviance 


Foviance is a company which helps organisations measure, analyse and 
enhance the online experience they deliver to their customers. Our 
customers include travel companies, retailers, banks, insurers and the media. 


We are currently recruiting disabled testers for a number of major 

projects in 2007. We are looking for web users whose disability affects 
the way in which they access the web, with any level of online experience, 
to participate. 


Taking part is simple. It typically involves coming to our offices in London 
(or your home, office or university, if this is not possible), completing a 
number of tasks on a website and then discussing your opinion and use of 
the site. The sessions generally last between 1-2 hours and we pay 
competitive rates for your time (usually £50-£75). 

If you are interested in taking part, please give us your details by 
completing our online registration form 
http://www. foviance.com/news211206.asp 


The closing date for applications for this post is 69m on Wednesday 
18 April 2007. Late applications will not be accepted. 


Applications are welcomed from all sections of the community. 


Remploy 


CHAIRMAN FIAT FIORINO 1998 R reg, 
Gowrings wheelchair conversion. 
Lowered floor, electric winch, short 
ramp, high roof, tinted windows. Seats 
for three other passengers plus driver. 
Very responsive and economical 1.7 
turbo diesel. 31600 miles, believed gen- 
uine as in very good overall condi- 
tion. Taxed end of May, MOT June. 
Now need larger van with wheelchair 
lift. Available end of Feb. Can e-mail 
more photos. £1950 or try near offer 
as must be sold. Tel 01202-420470 or 
07711533878 (Bournemouth) or 
e-mail: peter.a.davies@tesco.net 


FIAT DOBLO SX 1.9, diesel S-door, 53 
reg, red, e/windows, central locking, 
airbags for front passenger and driver, 
pas. With GMCoachwork conversion 
incl rear ramp and tracking, rear seat 
and room for second. Vgc, only 2 own- 
ers from new, fsh, only 23k miles and 
full MOT, service and tax. £7,950 ono. 
Tel: 01984 629180 (Taunton, Somerset) 
or email:louise.waugh@btinternet.com 


RENAULT TRAFIC 1.7, red, K reg 
(1992), high mileage but mechanically 
sound. Widnes Car Centre 
Conversion incl a ramp, tracking and 
inertia belts. Carries 6 including 
wheelchair. MOT, 2 owners from 
new, fsh. Very reliable, £950 ono. Tel: 
01286 674013 (Caernarfon, N. Wales). 


VW CARAVELLE 2.4D, 72k miles, low- 
ering suspension, cut away ramp, 
1996, 1 owner, fsh, 12 months’ MOT, 
£4,995 ono. Tel:01255 815987 (Essex), 
www.markbb.co.uk 


| ual 
Our staff - Here to help you! 


With a wide range of accessible and affordable hotel 
and self-catering accommodation to choose from, 
come and enjoy a memorable holiday with us. 


Contact us on 08456 584 478 
E-mail: holidays@johngrooms.org.uk 
Website: groomsholidays.org.uk 


SUZUKI WAGON R Plus 1.3, auto, yel- 
low, W reg (2000), e/windows and 
e/mirrors, pas. With full Jubilee con- 
version. Only one user from new, 34k 
miles, full MOT. £4,295. Tel: 020 
8586 4064 (Romford, Essex). 


VW CARAVELLE , GL7, N Reg (1996), 
2.51 petrol engine, automatic, approx 
73,000 miles, FSH, fitted with 
"Interbility" hydraulic lift at rear. 
Wheelchair passenger sits behind dri- 
ver. Seats 5. All original seats also 
available. MOT to November 2007, 
tax to July 2007. Jamaica Blue. 2 
owners. Good condition. £3,200. 
Tel. 01223 881138 (Cambridge) or 
email: jane@lawyerlinguist.plus.com 


CHAIRMAN FORD ESCORT 1.2 Bonus, 
Silver, Gowrings mobility adapted, 
High roof with ramp and winch, 
80,600 miles, mot until Feb 2008, 
VGC, £985 Tel. 0115 849 6616 
(Nottingham). 


RENAULT KANGOO 1.4 Authentique 
with Disabled Passenger Conversion, 
49k miles, 2001, Red, Rear lowers 
for easy w/chair access, MOT 11/07 
Tax 5/07 FSH Gentral locking, 
Drivers airbag, 2 rear seats. VGC. 
One previous owner. Available with 
or without Electric Power chair (by 
negotiation) £4,750 ONO Tel. 0207 
269 3401 (Dartford) or 07754 408276 
or d.martin@cancer.org.uk 


VW CARAVELLE 2.5TDI. 1999 V Reg. 
Invatravel Conversion with rear tail 
lift . 57,000 miles from new. Electric 
windows & mirrors. Air con. Air 
bag. 6 CD multi changer/radio. Twin 
sliding doors. Seats 6 & 1 wheelchair. 
In very good condition. Checkable 
history. £7,500 ono. Tel: 01582 
450852 (Luton) or 07717 731506 or e- 
mail: jerry.osullivan1@ntlworld.com 


VW CARAVELLE 2.5 TDI, 2004, Metallic 
Silver, One owner from new, with 
Invatravel Conversion hydraulic 
under floor lift and wheelchair 
restraints. 29k Mileage, Air condition- 
ing, privacy glass, detachable tow bar, 
blinds, Seats 6 adults plus wheelchair. 
£15.5k. Tel; Bob 01252 723433 
or 07881 942254 or bobpeet@ 
btinternet.com 


a 


¢ 


Grooms Holidays 
Affordable, Accessible, Memorable 
Registered charity no: 212463 


FIAT DOBLO 1.9, diesel, blue, e/win- 
dows, pas. Full wheelchair conversion 
incl rear ramp and inertia belts, 
bought from Gleneagles. Seats 4 
including wheelchair. Registered Feb 
2003, fsh, only 2 owners from new, 
16k miles, full year’s MOT. Very little 
use, in excellent condition, £8,500 
ono. Tel: 0131 446 0789 (Edinburgh) 
or email: mgill@merchiston.co.uk 


FORD FOCUS ZETEC 1.6 auto with 
Constables Carchair conversion. X 
Reg (Nov 2000), pale green metallic, 
elec windows and mirrors, air con, 
PAS, central locking, Radio/CD play- 
er, alloy wheels. Only 35,000 miles, 
recent MOT and tax, fsh, in very 
good condition. £5,500. Tel : 0117 
9654636 (Bristol) or mobile 
07799747581. Email mikegraham. 
graham@btinternet.com 


VW SHARAN 2.0GL, forest green, P reg, 
83k miles, pas, air con, sunroof, 
e/windows and e/mirrors. Automotive 
wheelchair conversion incl rear ramp, 
carries 6 including wheelchair. Full 
MOT, only one owner from new, fsh, 
£4,750 ono. Tel: 07796 942035 (Herts) 
or email: ivan@varecka.co.uk 


RENAULT KANGOO RXE with Gleneagles 
Conversion. Metallic grey, W Reg, 
22.5 K miles. Rear ramp and electric 
winch with remote control. Airbags, 
electric windows. FSH. Only 2 owners 
from new. MOT until March 2008. 
Tel: 0141 762 0078 (Glasgow), email: 
andyjgal@hotmail.com 


TOYOTA GRANVIA 3.0TDI, N reg 
(1996), auto, silver, e/windows, e/mir- 
rors and sunroof, privacy glass and 
curtains, hot and cold box, pas, 73k 
miles. Wheelchair conversion incl fold 
down ramp from side door, 2 wheel- 
chair anchorage points. Carries 6 
including wheelchair. Only 2 owners 
from new, 11 months’ MOT, in very 
good condition, £5,250 ono. Tel: 020 
8289 9648 (Orpington) or mobile: 
0780 3053195. 


RED CITROEN BERLINGO 1.9 Diesel, 
Multispace Forte 02, with Lewis Reed 
Conversion, Carries 3 plus wheelchair 
20k mileage £6,500 Tel: 01474 703 806 
(Dartford, Kent). 


nnn, ee 
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PEUGEOT PARTNER 1.9D, S reg (1998), 
red, pas, lowered floor, ramp, 4 point 
straps and seatbelt. Seats 4 + wheel- 
chair user. 49k miles, £2,500 with full 
MOT. Tel: 01875 812112 (East 
Lothian). : 


CHAIRMAN RENAULT KANGOO 1.4, 
green, with Gowrings Conversion for 
wheelchair, ramp with inertia strap, 
MOT until 11/07, tax 03/07, 2007, 28k 
miles central locking, 2 rear seats, 
VGC, 1 previous owner, £4995 ono 
Tel: 01494 484602 (Bucks) or 0774 
7622663 (Picture Available). 


VOLKSWAGEN SHARAN 2.0, dark blue, 
December 1996 (P reg), 79k miles, fsh, 
e/windows, sunroof, pas, privacy 
glass, CD player. With Brotherwoods 
conversion, standard roof. £4,000 
ono. Tel Julie: 01902 730538 (W. 
Midlands). 


MERCEDES V220 CDI Dec 02, auto, 45k 
miles. Silver, high spec vehicle with 
hand controls, Hubmatik underfloor 
wheelchair lift, RICON 6 way electric 
driver’s seat. Excellent condition 
throughout with FSH, 10 months 
MOT. Only one owner from 
new, £18,000 ono. Tel: 0161 491 
4701 or email: jonathanfogerty@hot- 
mail.com 


NISSAN PRAIRIE 2.0 Automatic H 
Reg.1990 Blue metallic paint, 
Brotherwood conversion with rear 
ramp for wheelchair passenger. 5 
door, seats 4 plus wheelchair. 94,000 
miles, MOT to Feb 2008, radio/cas- 
sette, taxed to end of April 2007, good 
condition £1,800 ono. Tel: 01438 
832466 (Wheathampstead, Herts.) 
email: ayevans@ntlworld.com 


VW SHARAN 1.9TDI, metallic green, 
seats 5 + room for wheelchair, 93k 
miles, hi-roof and lowered floor, 
remote central locking, electric win- 
dows, MOT to 30th October 2007. 
£6,000 ono. Tel Michael 
Collins: 07868 730036 
(Wolverhampton) or email: m- 
collins@lycosmax.co.uk 


CHAIRMAN RENAULT KANGOO. 4 x pas- 
sengers. (1 wheelchair plus 3 passen- 
gers). Registered 11/2006. 500 
miles. 12 months mot. metallic 
silver.black trim. With Gowrings con- 


version, restraint anchorage for 
the wheelchair. 1.2 Petrol 16V. 5 
doors. Rear lamp. Radio/Cassette. 
Double sliding door access. Rear 
mounted ramp. Electric windows. 
Central locking. Power steering. Price 
£11,500.00 ono. For more 
information tel: 07868 730036. 


Wheelchairs/scoot ers 
RXS QUICKIE WHEELCHAIR 14" wide. 
Hardly used, cost over £1000, will sell 
for £500 ono. Tel: 01933 359320 or 
email: ja.dalby@virgin.net 


POWERED WHEELCHAIR ("BOOSTER 
Beatle") with reclining function, 
including Jay gel cushion. Delivery 
possible in Cambridge area. £450. Tel. 
01223 881138 or email: jane@ 
lawyerlinguist.plus.com 


HERCULES MOBILITY SCOOTER, blue, 
rear and front lights, variable speed 
settings, front basket, rear shopping 
trolley doubles up as seat with kerb 
climber. 4 years old, very little use, in 
very good condition. Electronic steel 
garage for storage with charger units. 
Scooter and garage cost £5,500 brand 
new, asking £1,000 or any reasonable 
offer. Tel: 01784 241245 (Staines). 


REA COMFORT MANUAL Attendant 
wheelchair, upholstered in green with 
blue frame, excellent condition.£250 
ono Tel: 01709 580021 or mobile: 
077451 68571. 


LANDEEZE BEACH WHEELCHAIR, used 
twice. Excellent condition. Cost: 
£2259.00. Will accept first offer of 
£500.00. Tel: 020 8979 4947 (SW 
London), mobile: 07985 249 964, 
email: sandy.eifionjones@btopen- 
world.com 


TRAILER MADE FOR disability scooter 
Shop Rider, with spare wheel, very 
strong, never used, cost new £680 will 
accept £400 ono. Tel: 01424 752251 
(Hastings). 


WANTED: LEVO STAND-UP wheelchair, 
must be all electric with 17” seat. Tel 


Julie: 01902 730538 (W. Midlands). 


LEVO LCM MOBILE Stand up wheel- 
chair, 6 years old, excellent condition. 
Seat width 17”, gel seat. £1,545 ono. 
Tel: 01202 470549 (Christchurch, 
Dorset) or mobile: 07802 896825. 


ARJO “CARENDO” SHOWER chair, 
reclines and can be raised and lowered 
(battery-powered) with battery charg- 
er. An excellent product. Cost 
almost £3,000. Delivery possible in 
Cambridge area. £750. Tel: 01223 
881138 or email: jane@ 
lawyerlinguist.plus.com 


ADJUSTAMATIC TWIN KING Bed for 
sale. 6ft x 6ft 3inch with full Cycloid 
massage therapy both sides. Can be 
used as two single beds. Fully 
adjustable / auto-variable feature. Still 
under guarantee. Cost new £7,100.00. 
(Invoice available) Sale Price £1995. 
Buyer to Collect. Contact Chris on 
07986 821769 (Leeds). 


BRAND NEW ROMA medical shower 
seat, never been used, 14.5".165 kg 
weight limit. £40 ono. Tel: 01933 
359320 or email: ja.dalby@virgin.net 


ELECTRIC EASY CHAIR with remote 
control, to help raise and lower, Less 
than 9 months old, Blue, £400 (£800 
new) Tel: 01764 654911 (Criess, 
Scotland). 


SOUTHERN CARE SYSTEMS Lid electric 
hoist with white ceiling track (8 to 9 ft 
long), swivel sling support bar. 6 
months’ use, in perfect condition, dis- 
mantled. Cost £1,384, asking £650 
ono. Also, aprés shower drier, £50 
ono. Tel: 020 8546 5269 (Kingston). 


RECLINING BATH MASTER / lift, extra’ 
comfort, portable with leg room. Used 
only twice, cost £560 new, £300 ono 
Tel: 01392 207578 (Exeter), 


FULLY ADJUSTABLE CENTROMER 
‘Baltic’ electric Hydraulic Bed. Very 
robust and can lift up to 25 stone. You 
can raise feet and legs, raise upper 
body to an upright sitting position, tilt 
both sides of the bed and angle the 
bed along its length so it tilts towards 
the feet or head. The whole bed raises 
to a height of 0.65m and lowers to a 
height of 0.4m It has 6 hydraulic 
motors. It is a very specialised bed 
designed to enhance mobility. It has 2 
(1 spare) hand held controllers so the 
bed can be controlled from lying on 
the bed. Dimensions: 1.1m wide, 2.1m 


long, it doesn’t come with a mattress 
but will suit a normal single mattress. 
It is in excellent condition and in per- 
fect working order. Collection or will 
deliver within a 100 mile radius of 
Reading for £100. It retails at 
£3300new, £750 ono. Tel Dave: 
07980 989236 or email: 
canoe_god@hotmail.com 


PERSONAL ADS 


For personal ads, submit 
about 25 words and 
send a cheque or postal 


order for £10 payable to 
Disability Now with your 
ad. This is to help cover 
our costs. 


SEND US YOUR 
SMALLS... and 


make a big impres- 
sion. Small ads in 
DN reach over 60,000 
people for just £9 a 
line. All small ads 
must be paid for in 
advance. If you want 
to advertise, please 
use the form provid- 
ed. Send it witha 
cheque for the total 
to Disability Now, 

6 Market Road, 
London N7 9PW. 


WARNING — We 
have been warned 
about a scam 
involving people 
from overseas who 
say they want to buy 
a product and who 
offer to pay using 
cheques, Western 
Union money trans- 
fers and certified 
cheques. Although 
no DN readers to our 
knowledge have 
been hit by this, 
please be particular- 
ly wary of accepting 
cheques from over- 
seas. For more 
information, visit 
the Metropolitan 
Police website. 


W May 2007 


published 28 April. Classified deadlines: 
Booking: 12 April. Copy: 17 April. 


April 2007 
published 7 April. Classified deadlines: 
Booking and Copy: 28 March. 


e Recruitment (on page 47 to 51) 


arty No. 1065090. 


ley, Oxford, OX4 1TW. 


'92226; fax: 01865 722285. 


in partnership with the Arts 


e Council of Disabled People. 


Fundraising Researcher 


Salary: Circa £20,000 pa Incl. ILW 


Location: London EC2Y 


The British Red Cross helps vulnerable people in crisis, whoever 
and wherever they are. We are reliant on generating funds to pay 
for our vital services and have an exciting opportunity to join our 
successful fundraising team. Do you have the passion, skills and 
experience to help us to increase our income further, and be there 
to make a difference to the communities in which we operate? 


Good research is the cornerstone of effective decision making, planning 
he post holder will work with the Senior 
Fundraising Researcher to provide essential research including fundraising 
and other industry trend information, competitor monitoring, market 
profiles and donor research across the division. 


and fundraising approaches. 


The ideal candidate will have experience of research with a good 
understanding of fundraising and/or marketing. They will have experience 
of using a variety of research resources, a high level of IT literacy and 
strong interpersonal and communications skills. 


For further information and applying on-line please visit our website: 
www.redcross.org.uk/vacancies Alternatively please send an A4 60p 
stamped addressed envelope, quoting reference 45695, to Esther 
Edmund-Allen, UK Office, 44 Moorfields, London, EC2Y 9AL. 


Closing date for applications: 30 March 2007. 


at MBoy, @ 
4 5 s Y 
We are committed to welcoming people from the widest 2 viv I'S 
possible diversity of backgrounds, culture and experience. 1555 


Make your next role as 


important as ours. 


DFID, the Department for International Development: leading the British 
government's fight against world poverty. 


We offer opportunities in our headquarters in London and East Kilbride — 
but also in many developing countries, with staff based in DFID offices plus 
British Embassies and High Commissions around the world. We have roles for 
leaders; professionals; specialists; managers; graduates and administrators. 


DFID is an equal opportunities employer and selection is on merit. Applications 
are welcomed from all parts of the community and we actively encourage 
interest from women, ethnic minority groups and those with a disability. 
We will make any reasonable adjustments should they be required. 
Candidates should be UK Nationals, nationals of a member state of the 
European Economic Area (EEA) or Commonwealth citizens with the right 


to work in the UK. 


You can find out more about us, and our work, on our website 


www.dfid.gov.uk. You'll also find information about 
specific vacancies, opportunities, and an electronic 


application on the site. 


Department for 
International 
Development 


www.dfid.gov.uk 
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CONDITIONS 


Disability Now main- 


tains the right to amend 


or withdraw linage 


adverts without prior 


notice. All adverts must 


comply with the British 
Code of Advertising 


Practice. 


Telephone numbers 


and addresses will not 


be placed in personal 


adverts, for confiden- 


tiality. Instead, Box 


numbers will be provid- 


ed. Likewise, telephone 


numbers and address- 


es will not be given out 


over the telephone if 


requested. 


Box Numbers can be 


Resource Management * Corporate Support « Communications & Media ¢ Business Management & Improvement e Estates 
Information * Engineering & Science Health Professionals Logistics Programme & Project Management e Security Health & 


r non-per- 
- Safety « Graduate Opportunities pein sclueiritsn 


sonal adverts. However, 


We couldn't safeguard a nation without the commitment of thousands of civilian staff in a wide range of 
jobs and locations. Whatever your skills and background, whatever role you‘re interested in, you can 
_ make a valuable contribution to our success on the front line. 


Visit mod.uk or call 0800 345 7772 to find out more. 


it may limit the 


response to it. If you 


want to advertise docu- 


ments, goods or ser- 


: WE A FORCE FOR GOOD MINISTRY OF DEFENCE 


vices contact Patrick 


Durham-Matthews tel: 
020 7619 7320, fax: 
020 7619 7331. 


Linage adverts can 


only be used by private 


36,000+ unique users Ps 
9,000+ pages in the biggest disability news archive | 

on the web 

interactive forums, chat online, have your say 

for sale — dozens of wheelchairs, scooters, stairlifts, 
hoists — UPDATED DAILY! 

jobs — advertisers from the DRC to the BBC — 
UPDATED DAILY! 

accommodation database — accessible cottages, 
chalets and b&bs in the UK and abroad 


: All the latest from the Uk’s leading disability newspaper. 
: Updates, surveys and forums so you can get involved with our 


individuals. All com- 


mercial enquiries must 


be addressed to Patrick 


Durham-Matthews (see 


contact details above). 


DN cannot accept 


responsibility for loss 


or damage of adverts 


or letters during for- 


warding. It is the 


responsibility of the 


campaigns. 
: Top columnists; big name profiles; disabled people’s, parents’ and 
Carers’ stories. 


: Everything from travel ideas to insurance rundowns and equipment reviews 
— your essential guide. 


advertiser to check the 


content of their advert, 


and to ensure any 


abbreviations cannot 


be misunderstood. 
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DN next month 


All the best news, views and jobs. Available 28 April 


EAST IS EAST: simon Minty visits China, a year before it hosts the 2008 Olympic and Paralympic Games 


HARD LABOUR: what has ten years of a Labour government done for disabled people? 


BLUE BADGE BLUES?: Helen Smith asks if councils are using their new blue badge powers 


¢ Recruitment (on page 47 to 51) 


te 
OCA 


Qualifications a 


Curriculum Authory Di S a ab [ e sd People’ = 


The Qualifications and Curriculum Authority 
(QCA) is looking for people to join its new 
Disabled People’s Advisory Group. 


QCA is committed to building a world-class education and 
training framework. We regulate, develop and modernise 
the curriculum, assessments, examinations and 
qualifications in England. We are a non-departmental pub- 
lic body, funded by the government. 


We are looking for a group of up to twenty disabled people 
with a range of impairments and experiences in the 
education and training system to help us reach best 
practice across all areas of our work. 


We would like to hear from you if you: 


m are a disabled person 


= know about the barriers disabled people face in educa- 
tion and training 

= have a broad interest in education and training, and 
specifically in QCA's work on the curriculum, assessments 
and qualifications 


™ are passionate about disability equality. 


‘2X Classified For Sale advertisements 


Choose an advert style from far right. Send this coupon with your name, address, 


We are particularly interested in hearing from learners with 
recent experience of the education and training system. 


The advisory group will meet up to four times a year for up 
to three years. You will paid for attending meetings and 
your expenses will be covered. The first meeting will take 
place on 21 May 2007 in London. Further meetings will be 
held in London and the Coventry region. 


Application packs for these advisory group positions are 
available from: 


QCA, 83 Piccadilly, London, W1J 8OA 
Tel: 020 7359 2855 

Email: info@diseed.org.uk 

Text phone: 020 7509 6546 

Web: www.qca.org.uk/vacancies/ 


Applicants will need to submit an application form, CV and 
a letter of application. Closing date for applications is 
19 April 2007. 


This advertisement and the application packs are available 
in other formats. 


Please use this form if you are: 
individual and want to place-a 


ge ss 
allow a space between wore Use: 


words at the end. 


for sale styles’ 


EXAMPLE OF standard linage advert. 
Cost: £9 per line. Tick box below. 


EXAMPLE OF 
semi-display linage advert. Cost: £9 
per line plus £10. Tick box below. 


EXAMPLE OF 
box linage advert. Cost: £9 per line 
plus £20. Tick box below. 


O Standard for sale advert 


Continue on a separate sheet if necessary 


space in the line even if you have t ple: F 


a 


CG) Semi-display for sale advert 
O Box for sale advert 


daytime telephone number and a cheque for the total made payable to 


Disability Now to: 6 Market Road, London N7 9PW. 


a et ee RE ee SEE OR GSK ES GE Se cee 
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